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June 19, 1999: 29 European Ministers in charge of higher 

education gathered at the University of Bologna to sign 

the Bologna Declaration, establishing the European Area of 

Higher Education by 2010 and promoting the European 

System of higher education world-wide, affirming their 

intention to: 
 

 Promote mobility within and to Europe 

 

 Promote European dimensions in higher education 

 

 Promote European cooperation in quality assurance 

  

http://www.bologna-bergen2005.no/
http://www.bologna-bergen2005.no/
http://www.bologna-bergen2005.no/
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1999 – 2010  

the Bologna Process 
members were to 
work towards  the 

creation of the 
European Higher 
Education Area 

March 2010  

the EHEA is 
officially launched  

2010-2020 

all countries are to 
strive to 

consolidate the 
EHEA 
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1999 (Bologna: 29) 

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,  

Czech Republic, Denmark,  

Estonia, Finland, France,  

Germany, Greece, Hungary, 

Iceland, Ireland, Italy,  

Latvia, Lithuania,  

Luxembourg, Malta,  

Netherlands, Norway,  

Poland, Portugal,  

Romania, Slovak Republic,  

Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,  

Switzerland,United Kingdom 

 

2001 (Prague: 33)  

Croatia, Cyprus, Liechtenstein Turkey 

2003 (Berlin: 40) 

Albania, Andorra,  

Bosnia-Herzegovina, Holy See,  

FYR of Macedonia, Russia,  

Serbia 

2005 (Bergen: 45) 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 

Moldova, Ukraine 

2007 (London: 46) 

Montenegro 

 

2010-16 (Budapest/Vienna, Bucharest  & 

Yervan:  48) 

Belarus, Kazakhstan 

 

 

Resource: DAAD 
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 The Three-cycle System 

  Bachelor, Master, Doctorate 

 

 European Credit Transfer  

     System (ECTS) 

 

 Common Grading Scale 

 

 Diploma Supplement 

 

 Quality Assurance 
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16 Resource: DAAD 

PhD 
Employment 

Ph 
abroad 

Study abroad 
MA 

BA 
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 The Three-cycle system:  Bachelor, Master, 

Doctorate 

 

 European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) 
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Country 1st Degree Cycle Length 
ECTS 

Credits 
2nd Degree Cycle 

Length of 

Program 

ECTS 

Credits 

Year Bologna (3-tiered) 

Degree Cycle was 

Adopted/Implemented 

 HEI Students in 3-

tiered Degree Cycle 

Programs 2008-

2009 

Albania Bachelor 3 years 180  Master 2 years 120  2005 
96%+ (2007-2008) 

Andorra Diplomatura 3 years 180  Llicenciatura 2 years 120  2008 29.7% 

Armenia  Bakalavri 4 years 240  Magistrosi 2 years 120  2004 24% 

Austria Bakkalaureus 3 years 180  Magister 2 years 120  1999 56% 

Azerbaijan Bakalavr 4 years 240  Magistr 1.5-2 years 90-120 1993 
97.4%(B),78% (M) 

Belgium (Flemish) 
Baccalauréat/ 

Bachelier/Bachelor 
3 years 180  Master 1-2 years  60-120  2004 

99% 

Belgium (French) 
Baccalauréat/ 

Bachelier/Bachelor 
3 years 180  Master 1-2 years  60-120  2004 

100% 

Bosnia-Herzegovina Diplomirani 3-4 years  180-240  Magistrar 1-2 years 60-120  Being implemented 
70% 

Bulgaria Bakalavar 4-5 years  240-300  Magistar 1-2 years  60-120  2003 
100% 

Croatia Baccalaureus/ Prvostupnik  3-4 years 180-240  Magister 1-2 years 60-120  2005 
75.8% (2007-2008) 

Cyprus Ptychio  4-6 years  240-360  Metaptychiako /Master 1.5--3 years  90-180  Precedes Bologna Process  
100% 

Czech Republic Bakalár  3-4 years  180-240  Magistr/Inzenyr 1-3 years  60-180  2005 
80% (2007-2008) 

Denmark Bachelor 3-3.5 years 180-210  Candidatus 2 years  60  1992 
96% 

Estonia Bakalaureus. 3-4 years  180-240  Magistr 1-2 years  60-120  2002 
91.4% (2007-2008) 

Finland Bachelor 3 years, 180  Master 2 years  120  2005 98% 

France Licence 3 years, 180  Master (M-2) 2 years  120 2002 84.5% 

Georgia Bakalavriati 4 years 240 Magistratura 1-2 years 60-120  2005 27% 

Germany Bakkalaureus/ Bachelor 3 years,  180  Magister/Master 2 years  120  1998 
30.9% (2007-2008) 

Greece Ptychio  4-5 years  240-300  Metaptychiako  1-2 years 60-120  Precedes Bologna Process  
90.1% (2007-2008) 

Hungary Alapképzés  3-4 years 180-240  Mesterképzés 1-2 years  60-120  2006 
58.3% 

Iceland Baccalaureatus 3-4 years 180  Meistaragráða 2 years  120  Precedes Bologna Process  
21% 

Ireland Bachelor 3-4 years  180-240  Master 1-3 years  60-180  Precedes Bologna Process 
100% 

Source: Bologna Process Stocktaking Report, 2009 at: http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeronderwijs/bologna/actionlines/stocktaking.htm   

http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeronderwijs/bologna/actionlines/stocktaking.htm


24 
© 2016 World Education Services, Inc. All rights reserved. 

24 24 

Country 1st Degree Cycle Length 
ECTS 

Credits 
2nd Degree Cycle 

Length of 

Program 

ECTS 

Credits 

Year Bologna (3-tiered) 

Degree Cycle was 

Adopted/Implemented 

 HEI Students in 3-

tiered Degree Cycle 

Programs 2008-

2009 

Italy Laurea di 1. Nivello 3 years  180  Laurea Specialistica 2 years  120  2001 98.5% 

Latvia Bakalaura Diploms 3-4 years  180-240  Magistra Grads 1-2 years  60-120  Precedes Bologna Process  90.2% 

Liechtenstein Bachelor 3 years 180  Master 1.5 - 2 years 90-120  1999 100% 

Lithuania Bakalauro diplomas 3.5-4 years  210-240  Magistro Diplomas 1-3 years  60-180 2000 96.1% 

Luxembourg Bachelor 3 years 180  Master 2 years1 120  2003 No Data 

Macedonia Bachelor 3-4 years  180-240  Master 1-2 years 60-120  2003 No Data 

Malta Bachelor 3-4 years  180-240  Master 1-2 years 60-120  Precedes Bologna Process  100% 

Moldova Licenta 3-4 years  180-240  Master 1-2 years 60-120  2005 No Data 

Montenegro Bachelor 3 years 180  Master  2 years 120 2004 100% 

Netherlands Bachelor 3 years 180 Master 1-2 years 60-120  2002 96.80% 

Norway Bachelor 3-4 years  180-240  Master 1.5-2 years 90-120  Precedes Bologna Process  No Data 

Poland Licencjat 3-4 years  180-240  Magister 1.5 - 2 years 90-120  1990 (law 1995 obligatory) 83% 

Portugal Licenciado (new) 3-4 years  180-240 Mestre 1.5 - 2 years 90-120  2006 No Data 

Romania Licenta 3-4 years  180-240  
Diploma de Studii 

Aprofundate, Master 
1.5 - 2 years 90-120  2005 (B), 2008 (M) 

100% 

Russian 

Federation 
Bakalavr 4 years 240 Magistr 1-2 years 60-120  2007 

9.40% 

Serbia 
Diploma Visokog 

Obrazovanja  (Baccalaureus) 
3-4 years  180-240 Magistar 1-2 years 60-120  2006 

89% 

Slovakia Bakalár  3-4 years  180-240  Magistr/Inzenyr 1-3 years  60-180  2005 87.80% 

Slovenia Univerzitetni Diplomirani 4 years 240 Magister 1-2 years 60-120  2004 26% (2007-2008) 

Spain Graduado 4 years 240 Máster Universitario 1-2 years 60-120  2005 (M), 2008 (B) 100% 

Sweden Kandidatexamen 3 years 180 Magisterexamen 2 years 120 2007 100% 

Switzerland Bachelor 3 years 180 Master 1.5-2 years 90-120 2007 85% 

Turkey Lisans Dipomasi 4 years 240 Yüksek Lisans 1.5-2 years 90-120  Precedes Bologna Process  97% 

Ukraine Bakalavr 4 years 240 Magistr 2 years 120 Precedes Bologna Process  100% 

United Kingdom Bachelor 3-4 years  180-240  Master 1-2 years 60-120  Precedes Bologna Process  97% 

Source: Bologna Process Stocktaking Report, 2009 at: http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeronderwijs/bologna/actionlines/stocktaking.htm   

. 

http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeronderwijs/bologna/actionlines/stocktaking.htm
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 The Three-cycle system:  Bachelor, Master, 

Doctorate 

 

 European Credit Transfer  

     System (ECTS) 

 

 Common Grading Scale 
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 The Three-cycle system:  Bachelor, Master, 

Doctorate 

 

 European Credit Transfer  

     System (ECTS) 

 

 Common Grading Scale 

 

 Diploma Supplement 
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http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/doc/ds_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/doc/ds_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/doc/ds_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/doc/ds_en.pdf
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http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/diploma-supplement_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/diploma-supplement_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/diploma-supplement_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/diploma-supplement_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/diploma-supplement_en.htm
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 The Three-cycle system:  Bachelor, Master, 

Doctorate 

 

 European Credit Transfer  

     System (ECTS) 

 

 Common Grading Scale 

 

 Diploma Supplement 

 

 Quality Assurance 
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http://www.chicagobooth.edu/programs/full-time/admissions/international
http://www.chicagobooth.edu/programs/full-time/admissions/international
http://www.chicagobooth.edu/programs/full-time/admissions/international
http://www.chicagobooth.edu/programs/full-time/admissions/international
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