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Session Objective
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Overview of the educational system

Determining institutional recognition

Update on recent reforms

Sample credentials

Fraud and verification

Possible best practices



Map of Ukraine before 2013/2014 
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http://www.ukraineconnections.co.uk/map_of_ukraine.htm



De-communization/De-Sovietization in 

Ukraine (2015)
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Source: http://tyzhden.ua/News/165591

76 cities and towns (settlements) and 795 villages and towns 
affected by name change



5Higher Education Institutions in Eastern Ukraine

Schools operating on the occupied territory

Schools that relocated

The accreditation commission 
of the Ministry of Education 
and Science of Ukraine 
revoked licenses from the 
HEIs located on the 
temporarily occupied 
territory: Donetsk, Lugansk
regions, the Crimea and 
Sevastopol. 
http://tyzhden.ua/News/151824

http://pedpresa.ua/137472-
universytety-donbasu-zhyttya-
nalagodzhuyetsya.html

http://espreso.tv/article/2014/11
/05/z_ponad_pivsotni_vyshiv_do
nbasu_z_okupovanoyi_terytoriyi_
pereyikhaly_lyshe_9

http://tyzhden.ua/News/151824
http://pedpresa.ua/137472-universytety-donbasu-zhyttya-nalagodzhuyetsya.html
http://espreso.tv/article/2014/11/05/z_ponad_pivsotni_vyshiv_donbasu_z_okupovanoyi_terytoriyi_pereyikhaly_lyshe_9


Language resources
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• http://translate.google.com/# (use virtual keyboard)

• https://www.branah.com/ukrainian

• http://www.omniglot.com/writing/ukrainian.htm

http://translate.google.com/
https://www.branah.com/ukrainian
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/ukrainian.htm
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1991-2002: attempts to transform the old HE system

• Establishment of governing bodies in education 
(1991-1993); 

• Laws and regulations on education, curricular 
revision, introduction of multi-level system of HE 
(1993-1995); 

• Development of network of HE institutions (1995-
1996); 

• Transfer of school financing to local budgets and 
expansion of paid education in HEIs (1997-2002);

• Massification of HEIs: by the end of 2000, there 
were 979 higher education institutions, including 
315 (223 State-owned and 92 private) accredited as 
full-cycle institutions (offering degrees higher than 
Bachelor’s).

Legislation

(2002-2014)

• The Law on Higher Education (2002), criticized by 
the academic community, did not produce any 
significant changes in the system.

• The National Doctrine for the Development of 
Education (2003) and the steps after signing the 
Bologna Declaration proclaimed as a breakthrough 
in the modernization of HE system were more 
imitation of the reforms and did not result in deep 
changes and renewal in the true essence. 

• 2005 - Ukraine joined the Bologna process but no 
reforms were implemented. Instability and 
Ukrainian-Russian conflict 2013-2014 aggravated the 
situation in HE.

• Higher Education Law of Ukraine which was enacted 
on September 6, 2014 reflects the challenges and 
targets described in major documents of the 
Bologna Process and Tempus (the European Union’s 
program which supports the modernization of 
higher education in the partner countries of Eastern 
Europe and other regions).

Chronology of Reforms in Ukrainian Higher Education

files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1083597.pdf



Formats of Credentials in Transition
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http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/education-documents-examples



Quality Assurance
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1. Міністерство освіти і науки України (Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine) 
http://mon.gov.ua/

[former name Міністерство освіти і науки, молоді та спорту України (Ministry 
of Education and Science, Youth and Sport of Ukraine)]

2. Higher Attestation Committee of Ukraine stopped existing on 16th September 2011. 
MOE carries out its functions.

3. ENIC Ukraine National Information Centre of Academic Mobility 
http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/main/2-uncategorised/3-main

4. «Інфоресурс» Inforesurs , the legal successor of Osvita, belongs to the MOE of Ukraine 
http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/

5. The National Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Education is to be launched in Fall 
2016. The Agency will be responsible for monitoring the quality of education in higher 
education institutions, forming the list of specialties, developing the standards of higher 
education, accrediting specialties, curricula, specialized academic councils and 
institutions of quality assurance. 

http://mon.gov.ua/
http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/main/2-uncategorised/3-main
http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/


New Higher National Qualifications
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*ECTS – European Credit Transfer System. 1 credit ECTS = 30 academic hours. 
One year full-time study load equals approximately to 60 credits ECTS.



Higher Education Structure
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Source: http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/educationl-
system/higher-education

Source: Law of Ukraine «On Higher Education» from 01.07.2014 № 1556-VII



Transitional Period 

Higher Educational Levels
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Source: http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/educationl-system/higher-education
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Source: 
http://enic.in.ua/index.php/
en/educationl-system



PRIMARY  

AND SECONDARY   

EDUCATION
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Primary and Secondary Education

in Ukraine
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Primary Education: Grades 1 – 4 (entry age: 6)

Basic General Secondary Education: Grades 5 – 9

• Leads to the award of Свідоцтво про базову загальну середню освіту (Certificate 
of Basic General Secondary Education) following the final exams

• Provides entry to secondary general education or vocational education programs

Secondary General Education: Grades 10 – 11 (Grades 10 – 12 according to gradual 
implementation of 12-year system in 2017. First cohort expected in 2029.)

• Leads to the award of the Атестат про повну загальну середню освіту (Certificate 
of Complete General Secondary Education) following the final exams

• Confirms completion of compulsory education in Ukraine



Diagram of Primary and Secondary 

Education Structure in Ukraine
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12-year system 
may be 
introduced in 
2017. First 
graduates 
expected in 
2029.



Certificate of Complete Secondary 

Education (since 1998)
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Attachment to the Certificate of Complete 

Secondary Education (since 1998) – front
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Director

Issue Date



Attachment to the Certificate of 

Complete Secondary Education (since 

1998) – back
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School

Courses
Grade

GradeCourses

Final Examinations



HIGHER  EDUCATION 

INSTITUTIONS
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Quality Assurance of Higher Education 

Institutions
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Licensing/Accreditation process established in 1992

• Licensing: Authorization of institution as education 

provider,  given status of legal person.

• Accreditation: Quality assurance of state standard; 

granted by MOES based on decision of State 

Accreditation Commission(SAC) which was established 

in 1996. Further specifications on program 

accreditation were laid out in the 2001 Decree on 

Accreditation of Higher Education



Ukrainian Accreditation Process
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Institution is licensed.

Accreditation of programs is 
granted.

Accreditation of institution is 
granted only after at least 75% 
of its programs are accredited.

Only accredited institutions 
can award state standard 

diplomas.



Accreditation Levels of Higher 

Education Institutions
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• Level I

– Specialized Schools, Technical Schools, Colleges

• Level II

– Colleges, some institutes

• Level III

– Institutes, Conservatories, Academies, Universities

• Level IV

– Institutes, Conservatories, Academies, Universities

училище [uchilishche] (Specialized 
School)
технікум [tekhnikum] (Technical 
School)
коледж (College)

академія (Academy)
інститут (Institute)
консерваторія (Conservatory) 
університет (University)



List of Ukrainian HEIs per ENIC Ukraine
http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/uipeng
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http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/uipeng
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• Search HEIs by specializations; by cities; by regions.

Alternative Database: 

Institutes, Universities, Academies (440 institutions)
http://www.education.ua/ua/universities/

http://www.education.ua/ua/universities/


Sample institutional profile display 26

Profile indicates the following:

 institution status: private or 
public
Institution type: academy, 
university, institute etc.
 accreditation level (I, II, III, or 
IV)
License number
 overseeing authority (e.g. 
Ministry of Education and 
Science)
address & contact information
 date of establishment

http://www.osvita.org.ua/vnz/168/index.html

http://www.osvita.org.ua/

http://www.osvita.org.ua/


Documentation types
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• Official documents:
– Диплом (Diploma) / Диплом з Відзнакою (Diploma with 

Honors)

– Додаток до Диплома (Diploma Attachment)

– Академічна Довідка (Academic Record)

– Архівна Довідка (Archival Record)

– Витяг із Заліковоï Книжки (Extract from Examination Book)

[acceptable if issued by the institution’s Secretariat]

• Unofficial documents:
– Notarized “copy”: Копія (Copy)

– Заліковa Книжкa (Study Book)



Junior Specialist
Incomplete Higher Education
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Junior Specialist Diploma

1

2

3

Rector

Issue Date



Bachelor degree sample
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1

23

Bachelor 
Diploma

Rector

Issue Date



Specialist degree sample
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Specialist 
Diploma

1

2

3

Diploma with Honors

Rector

Issue date



Academic Record
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Academic Record 

(continuation)
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European Diploma Supplement Sample

https://osvita.net/en/appendix-to-higher-education-diploma/



342016 Bilingual European Bachelor



35European Bachelor Diploma Supplement (2016)



Candidate of Sciences diploma
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Database of Dissertations
37

http://disser.com.ua/



AUTHENTICITY AND FRAUD ISSUES
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Poem by T.G.Shevchenko

Laser ultraviolet protection

Left bottom corner flower absence of outline

Microprint and Fine Line Pattern

Diploma and Number Microprint

Color Transition

Basic Security Features
http://kupit-diploma.com/uk/stepeni-zashhity-diplomov-ot-poddelok.html



40Inforesurs Website
http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/

Also available through the MOE website at http://mon.gov.ua/
Click on ЄДЕБО

http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/
http://mon.gov.ua/
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Verification from Inforesurs
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Inforesurs Verifiable diploma 
via the QR code with a 
smartphone

Stolen Identity Case
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Pre-Inforesurs Confirmed Fraudulent Documents



Fraudulent Documents from the East of Ukraine 46
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Format Example
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Other Authenticity Issues
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The serial number could not be verified through “Osvita” database, however, the Diploma 
is authentic. 



Duplicate Documents
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Beware of diploma mills!
51

http://www.uadiplom.net/useful_to_know.html
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