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Program
 Introduction

 Issues in accreditation / recognition, including transnational education

 Obtaining reliable information
 Obtaining official / reliable documentation, including fraudulent

documents

Wrap-up and questions
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Issues in accreditation / recognition, including 
transnational education
What are some of the difficulties you have encountered
regarding accreditation and recognition?
Did you come up with a solution?
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Cases for group discussion
Please discuss the example for your group and answer these 
questions: 
Do you consider these credentials to be accredited/recognized?
If yes, by whom?
Would you evaluate the credential(s) in question?
Why or why not?
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Group 1



Group 2 (1)
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Group 2 (2/3)
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Group 3 (1)

8



Group 3 (2)



Group 4
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Validated Degrees
What is your organization’s policy on degrees awarded on 
the basis of validated study?
Should all validated degrees be treated the same way?
Example 1 – a degree awarded by a university in the UK on the 

basis of validated study completed at an associate college
Example 2 – a degree awarded by the Universidad Central de 

Nicaragua on the basis of validated study completed through 
Universidad Azteca (Mexico)



Group 5



Group 6



Obtaining reliable information
You have an applicant with documents from a country from
which it is difficult to obtain information. 
Have you found a way to obtain reliable information from
that country?
Have you found a way to ensure the information is correct?
If you can’t verify that the information in the file is 
accurate, do you have a procedure in place as to how to
handle the file?
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On-line verification tools and other resources
TAICEP Resource Committee Online Resources
country specific information
verification links
suggested publications

http://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/professional-development/resources/reference-materials/available-online-resources/


Using on-line verification tools



Look up information about this institution on the ENIC/NARIC 
website/Turkey. What does this information tell you about the
recognition of the institution?
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http://www.enic-naric.net/credential.aspx


Third party transcript providers such as itranscripts
Are they reliable? Would you accept this?

https://itranscripts.in/Itg_Req_Views/index.html


Obtaining official / reliable documentation, including 
fraudulent documents
How do you define ‘official documentation’?
What constitutes acceptable documentation?
What policies/procedures do you have in place to ensure 
that you obtain reliable education documents?
What policies/procedures do you have in place to detect 
fraudulent documents?



Which document is more reliable?



Why does the student look so different from the man in the
picture?
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Which secondary school documents do you require from Kenya? 
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Tools for detecting fraudulent documents

On-line verification tools

Sample document library

Familiarity with most common characteristics of altered documents
Historical knowledge of geography (e.g. changes in country names over 
time)

Historical knowledge of credentials and institutions (name changes, look 
and feel of documents)

Other tips and tricks...



Tip: know what to expect! What do you notice about these 2 documents?
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Where is this institution located? Do the documents resemble
ones you usually receive from that country?
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Did we forget anything?

Questions?
Comments?

Thank you for your attention!

s.ledwidge@icascanada.ca
stannard@nuffic.nl
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