


Session Objectives:

Vocational education as the grey area between secondary 
and tertiary education, and between the vocational and 
academic tracks. 

Two perspectives (US vs European): analysis of level, 
status and classification of the various types of vocational 
education in Russia and Ukraine.

Possibilities of access with vocational credentials to further 
education.



Session Outline

1. General overview of the vocational sector of the Soviet Education 
system as the predecessor of the current vocational education in 
Russia and Ukraine.

2. Overview of vocational education in Russia: types of secondary 
specialized educational institutions and stages of technical and 
vocational education in Russia.

3. Samples of Russian vocational credentials.

4. Guidelines for evaluating Russian vocational credentials.

5. Overview of vocational education in Ukraine: structure of vocational 
education, types of vocational institutions, vocational qualifications.

6. Samples of Ukrainian vocational credentials.

7. Guidelines for evaluating Ukrainian vocational credentials.



Soviet System of Education as the Predecessor 
of the Current Vocational System

The Soviet System of Education PIER Report (1992)

Vocational Credential Terminology used in the USSR:

Vocational –Technical School = Профессиональное 
техническое училище (PTU)
Secondary Vocational-Technical School= Среднее 
профессиональное техническое училище (SPTU)
Specialized Secondary Educational Institution = Среднее 
срециальное учебное заведение (SSUZ)

Tekhnikum - for highly skilled technical, industrial , 
engineering technologies, agriculture, business and some 
applied arts fields
Uchilishche - for preschool teaching, nursing, medical 
technologies, and librarianship





Source: http://www.iie.org/Services/Project-Atlas/Russia/Russia-Student-Overseas#.WKyrP5dVZP0

Source: http://www.russianenic.ru/english/rus/statenve.html

Statistics



Source: http://www.russianenic.ru/english/rus/index.html#6

Russian Education System:
Interconnection of Vocational 

Education

Vocational Education 
Sector



Types of Secondary Specialized Educational Institutions (ССУЗ)

Среднее специальное учебное 
заведение (CCУЗ)

Колледж, техникум, училище, 
лицей

NPO (начальное 
профессиональное 

образование)- institutions of 
basic professional education 

(PTU) teaching working 
professions

SPO (среднее 
профессиональное 

образование)- institutions of 
secondary professional education 
training specialists of secondary 
level with the possibility to enter 

the third year of HEIs

Admission: basic general 
education (with the award of 
secondary (complete) general 

education)) and secondary 
(complete) general education.



TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
(Cреднее профессиональное образование)

Skilled workers, 
junior 
technicians, 
and employees

First 
Stage

Mid-career 
professionals

Second 
Stage



First Stage Vocational Education:
Admission and Duration of Study

Grade 9

from 2 to 2.5 
years

Professional 
centers or 

schools

Grade 11

from 10 
months to 
1.5 years 

Professional 
centers or 

schools



Second Stage Vocational Education:
Admission and Duration of Study

Grade 9

from 3 years to 4.5 
years 

Tekhnikum and 
Colleges offering 

professional education 
programs of basic and 

advanced type. 

Grade 11

from 2 to 3 years 

Tekhnikum and 
Colleges offering 

professional education 
programs of basic and 

advanced type.

Credits are given by HEIs to 
holders of the second stage non-
university education Diplomas, if 

they enter the program in the 
same field of study (transfer from 
2 to 4 semesters on a case-by-case 

evaluation basis).



Access to Higher Education for College Diploma Holders in Russia since 2015
https://www.ucheba.ru/article/848#

The separate admission for entrants with vocational diplomas has been 
revoked in the admission process into Russian HEIs.

Vocational Diploma holders can still enter the first studying year without 
EGE on the basis of testing or interview on par with Attestat holders who 
have EGE.

The Dean’s office can transfer college courses after enrollment into the first 
studying year. Entrants with vocational diplomas can in this way still be eligible 
for an individual curriculum and shortened study time at a university.



Guidelines for Evaluating 
Uchilische/Tekhnikum/Koledzh Diploma Programs at 

ECE



Abbreviation Key Notes

• CISE – Certificate of Incomplete Secondary Education (Grade 9, at least in theory)

• Attestat – Certificate of Secondary General Education, Certificate of General (Complete) Secondary
Education

• Basic Diploma – Diploma of Intermediate Professional Education (basic level) from an Uchilische,
Tekhnikum, Koledzh (for programs started in 1992 or later). This is the traditional uchilische diploma we
are used to seeing, but it is labeled basic because another type of such diploma (advanced) was
introduced in early 1990s. The word “basic” is noted on the document. Program duration: 3-4 years or 2-
3 years depending on admission standard.

• Advanced Diploma – Diploma of Intermediate Professional Education (advanced level) from Uchilische,
Tekhnikum, Koledzh (for programs started in 1992 or later). This diploma looks the same as the basic
one, but it is awarded upon completion of a shorter, post-diploma program that is advanced in some
nature. The word “advanced” is noted on the document. Program duration: usually completed in one or
two years after the basic diploma, but we have had cases where applicants completed it as a uniform 4-
year program after secondary school, not very common.



Abbreviation Key Notes

US Equivalency:

• VHS = Completion of one/two year(s) of high school level study (in a vocational high school program)

• 1UG = After Incomplete Secondary: High school diploma and completion of one year of undergraduate study.

= After Attestat: Completion of additional high school study and completion of one year of undergraduate study.

• AAS = After CISE: High school diploma and an Associate of Applied Sciences degree.

= After Attestat: Completion of additional high school study and an Associate of Applied Sciences degree.

• AUG = Completion of additional undergraduate study (or another AAS if seems appropriate, if completed as a uniform 
program after secondary school, the AAS seems most appropriate).



Comparing Russian Qualifications with Swedish
Russian Qualification EQF 

Level
(Appr.)

Equivalent Swedish Qualification

Academic Vocational Academic Vocational

Диплом кандидата наук
(≈ 3 years) 8

Doktorsexamen
(4 years)

Диплом 
магистра
(2 years)

Диплом 
специалиста

(5-6 years)
7

Magisterexamen
(1 year)

Masterexamen
(2years)

Диплом 
бакалавра

(4 years)

6 Kandidatexamen
(3 years)

Диплом о среднем профессиональном 
образовании

(Повышенный уровень)
(3-5 years)* 5

Kvalificerad 
yrkeshögskoleexamen

(2 years)

Диплом о среднем 
профессиональном 

образовании 
(Базовый уровень)

2-4 years)*

Yrkeshögskoleexamen
(1 year)

Аттестат о среднем общем 
образовании

(2 years – 11 in total)

Диплом о 
начальном 

профессиональном 
образовании
(1-3 years)*

4

Högskoleförberedande examen
(3 years – 12 in total)

Yrkesexamen
(3 years – 12 in total)

EGE

*Depending on previous education and point of entry



Documentation
per National Information Centre on Academic Recognition and Mobility. Ministry of Education and Science 

http://www.russianenic.ru/rus/diplom.html

http://www.russianenic.ru/rus/diplom.html


Accreditation of Secondary Specialized  Educational Institutions (CCУЗ)
http://www.russianenic.ru/cred/index.html

http://www.russianenic.ru/cred/index.html


➢Entrance to SSUZ
➢Colleges and Tekhnikum
➢ Specialities of SPO
➢ Federal State Educational 

Standards of Secondary 
Professional Education

➢Applied Baccalaureate
➢Professions of SPO

http://www.edu.ru/abitur/act.17/sch.2/index.php

Database of Colleges, Tekhnikums, Uchilishche, 
Lyceums and PTUs and the List of the State and 

Commercial SSUZ of the Russian Federation:



Diploma (2006) 
confirming completion of 

secondary education
(полное среднее 
образование)

and

basic professional 
education (начальное 

профессиональное 
образование)

CASE STUDY #1



Diploma Extract with Final Grades
(not valid without the Diploma)

CASE STUDY #1



Diploma of Secondary Professional Education 
(Russia 2008)

CASE STUDY #2

Diploma of Secondary 
Professional Education

Basic Level



Diploma Supplement to 
Diploma of Secondary 
Professional Education

CASE STUDY #2

Based on admission and 
program duration the 
qualification most likely 
includes general secondary 
education (which would 
otherwise lead to an 
”attestat” after 11 years of 
school) as well as vocational 
education and training. 

To be sure, however, one 
needs to have a look at the 
contents.



Диплом о начальном 
профессиональном 
образовании (2008)

CASE STUDY #3

Diploma of Basic 
Professional Education



Diploma Supplement

CASE STUDY #3

The Diploma confirming 
completion of basic 
vocational and complete 
general secondary 
education, with the 
qualification of Cook, 
Confectioner = High School 
Diploma in the US.



Диплом о начальном 
профессиональном 
образовании (2011)

CASE STUDY #4

Diploma of Basic 
Professional Education



CASE STUDY #4

Diploma Supplement to 
the Diploma of Basic 
Professional Education

Note: the coursework 
does not seem to include 
much of general subjects 
– at least not to an 
extent comparable to a 
full general education.



Uchilishche/Tekhnikum 1996-2006
Diploma Format

CASE STUDY #5



Повышенный уровень диплом – Advanced Level Diploma
Various evaluation options

U.S. equivalent: 

Additional high school study, 
and an Associate degree, 
major are of study: Fashion 
Design

The duration of the program:
3 years 10 months after high 
school

Case Study #6



admission

duration

Diploma Supplement to 
the Diploma of Advanced 
Level

CASE STUDY #6



U.S. equivalent:

Approximately one year of 
additional undergraduate study

Case Study #7

The duration of the program is 1 
year 10 months after high school

Повышенный уровень диплом – Advanced 
Level Diploma



CASE STUDY #7

Note the absence of 
secondary coursework 
portion in the Diploma 
Supplement.



High School Courses and Units

How do you determine the high school 
component vs undergraduate study in 
the vocational Diploma Supplements? 



Study Plans - Учебные Планы
http://mmk6.ru/obrazovanie/uchebnye-plany/

Study Plans



Curriculum in Nursing

Full-time program; the 
duration of study is 
3 year 10 months 
program after Basic 
General Education 
(Grade 9).

http://mmk6.ru/obrazovanie/uchebnye-plany/



http://mmk6.ru/obrazovanie/uchebnye-plany/

General 
Education 
Courses

General 
Humanitarian and 
Social-Economic 

Cycle

Professional Cycle

Curriculum in Nursing with the Breakdown 
by courses, years, hours, cycles



Website of Russian Vocational School
http://ktec.ucoz.ru/index/0-8

Duration of Study

Admission

Qualification, Level of Education

http://ktec.ucoz.ru/index/0-8


BEST PRACTICES
Q&A

Questions?

Evaluation 
Difficulties?

Evaluation 
Guidelines?

Solutions?





Statistics: Popular Countries of Study among Ukrainian 
Students per UNESCO

USA

BritainAustralia

France

Germany
Japan

As of 2012 – 35 thousand Ukrainian students studied outside of 
Ukraine= 6% of the general student population.

Before the tension between Russia and Ukraine: 12.8 
thousand Ukrainians studied in Russia; 6 thousand – in 
Germany; 3 thousand – in Poland; 1.7 thousand – in the 
USA; one thousand  of students – France, Czechia, Italy 
and Hungary, 600 students – in Britain.

In 2013-2015 there was an increase by 30-40% of students, and a 
decrease by 50% of short-time programs. The most popular 
country for Ukrainian students is the USA .

Source: http://bngroup.com.ua/newsview/2/39



Ukrainian Students in the USA

Source: https://story.mapme.com/ukrainian-educationusa-students-in-the-u-s/overview



System of Education in Ukraine
(in Ukrainian)

Professional-Technical Education

Note the absence of “Junior Specialist Diploma”

http://enic.in.ua/index.php/ua/systema-osvity

According to the entrance requirements of higher 
educational institutions (HEIs) in 2017 (Decree of 
Ministry of Science and Education No. 1236 dated 
October 13, 2016), the HEIs of Ukraine are enabled to 
carry out admission for Junior Specialist program. The 
admission for these programs is extended till 2019. 



General Education 
System of Ukraine

Vocational 
Sector

http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/educationl-system



Levels of Professional-Technical Education

Third Level

Qualified Worker and 
Junior Specialist 

Diplomas

Second Level

Qualified Worker 
Diploma

First Level

Qualified Worker 
Certificate
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Duration – 1 year, basic 
education is not necessary.

Admission: Basic General 
Secondary Education. Duration –
1.5 years (after HS), 4 years (after 
Gr.9) or 2 years (after Gr.9).

Admission: High School. 
Duration – 2 years.



Legislation and Reforms

➢Law of Ukraine on Education

➢Law of Ukraine “On Professional and Technical Education”, 1998

➢National Doctrine of Development of Education, 2002

➢State Program “Teacher”

➢Ministerial Orders on Professional and Technical Education

New Ukrainian law on vocational education and training

Ukrainian qualification framework 

Development of occupational standards 



What is New in the Professional Education in Ukraine?
per Sergiy Kvit’s report, 2015

The ordinance “On Professional Education” (approved by the 
Committee of the Supreme Council of Ukraine in science and 
education and implemented for further discussion by the 
Supreme Council of Ukraine).

78 state standards of professional-technical education were 
developed and approved  in specific working professions which 
are in high demand (10 on the modular-competency basis).

New order of requesting, issuing and record of 
documents on professional-technical  education. 

84 educational  and practical centers of innovation 
technologies (professionally oriented) created.

✓ Project “Twinning”
✓ Cooperation with European Training Foundation in the framework of 

Turino process 



Types of Vocational Educational Institutions

Source: http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/educationl-system/vocational-education



Access to Higher Education for College Diploma Holders in 
Ukraine

per MOE Ordinance in 2017

Junior Specialist Diploma 
Holders

Second (Third) Studying 
Year

First Studying Year with 
Shortened Term of Study

Bachelor Degree (Master of Medical , 
Pharmaceutical and Veterinarian 
Direction) and other specialties

Second or Senior Studying Years 
(First Studying Year with 

Shortened Term of Study)

NOTE: No admission into Junior 
Bachelor programs in 2017

http://zakon2.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/z1515-16

Qualifed Worker 
Diploma Holder



ECE GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING JUNIOR
SPECIALIST DIPLOMAS



Comparing Ukrainian Qualifications with Swedish

Ukrainian Qualification EQF Level
(Approximate)

Equivalent Swedish Qualification

Academic Vocational Academic Vocational

Диплом кандидата наук
(3 years) 8

Doktorsexamen
(4 years)

Диплом 
магістра

(1-2 years)

Диплом
спеціаліста
(5-6 years)

7
Magisterexamen

(1 year)
Masterexamen

(2 years)

Диплом 
бакалавра
(3-4 years)

6 Kandidatexamen
(3 years)

Диплом 
молодшого 
спеціаліста
(2-4 years)*

5

Kvalificerad 
yrkeshögskoleexamen

(2 years)

Диплом 
кваліфікованого 

робітника
(1-4 years)*

Yrkeshögskoleexamen
(1 year)

Атестат про повну загальну 
середню освiту

(2 years – 11 in total)
4

Högskoleförberedande examen
(3 years – 12 in total)

Yrkesexamen
(3 years – 12 in total)

DPA/
ZNO

*Depending on previous education and point of entry



Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
Department of Professional and Technical Education

http://mon.gov.ua/activity/education/profesijno-texnichna/



http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/info-per/inforesurs-per-doc.php

Transitional Inforesurs
Verification of Vocational 

Credentials
issued after 01.06.2015

Junior Specialist Diploma 

Diploma of Qualified Worker

Currently Inforesurs verifies credentials 
issued since 1998. 



Higher Educational 
Schools and 
Scientific Institutions

Professional-Technical 
Educational Schools

https://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/reestr/

Inforesurs Registry of Educational Institutions: 

Higher Education and Vocational Schools



Institutional and Programmatic Inforesurs
Search Results

Registry of Educational Schools

Professional-Technical 
Educational Institutions

By Cities By Specializations By Professions

https://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/reestr/?ut=2



Diploma of Qualified Worker
Диплом кваліфікованого робітника

CASE STUDY #1



CASE STUDY #1

Diploma Supplement 
to Diploma of 
Qualified Worker

➢ Duration of study
➢ High school study vs

high school diploma 
equivalence

➢ Course workload
➢ Purpose of education
➢ Access to employment 

or education 



Diploma of Qualified 
Worker (1999)

CASE STUDY #2

A profession is mastered 
simultaneously with 
completion of secondary 
education (cередня освіта).

Profession

Secondary 
Education



CASE STUDY #2

➢ In this addendum both 
vocational and general 
subjects are included. 

➢ The general subjects 
listed here constitute 
more or less the whole 
core curriculum of general 
secondary education in 
Ukraine. 

➢ This qualification should 
grant the holder access to 
higher education even 
without the ”atestat”. 



Junior Specialist Diploma
Диплом молодшого спеціаліста

(2005)

CASE STUDY #3



Diploma Supplement  
to ”Diploma of Junior 
Specialist” (page 1) Admission Grade 9

CASE STUDY #3

Duration of Study

This page contains 
reference in terms of 
determining the admission 
into the JS program, the 
duration of JS, enrollment 
dates, mode of study (full-
time or part-time), hours for 
practical training, specialty, 
further academic rights, 
security features, etc.



CASE STUDY #3

➢ The general subjects are 
somewhat mixed here 
with more specialized 
subjects.

➢ It is tricky to ascertain to 
what extent the general 
secondary curriculum is 
included. 

➢ Pay attention to a couple 
of the most important 
core subjects, such as 
Ukrainian Language, 
Ukrainian Literature and 
Mathematics. The 
number of hours seem to 
correspond roughly to 
the two year general 
secondary curriculum.



Junior Specialist Diploma (Custom Format)
2015-2016

http://www.enic.in.ua/index.php/ua/zrazky-osvitnih-
dokumentiv/vusha-osvita-doc/dyplom-molodshogo-specialista



Comparison of Ukrainian Atestat Hours 
with a Junior Specialist Hours



http://zbmk.zp.ua/robochi-navchalni-plani

College Study Plan/Curriculum
Робочий навчальний план



Website of Ukrainian College

http://vxpu3iva.ucoz.com/index/navchalna_robota/0-17

II and III Levels of Professional Education

Qualified Worker on the basis of Basic General Secondary 
Education (9 grades) with obtaining complete secondary 
education, full-time, duration 3 years

Qualified Worker on the basis of Complete General Secondary 
Education, full-time, duration 1 year 

Junior Specialist on the basis of Complete General Secondary 
Education and “Qualified Worker” level, full-time, duration 2 
years



BEST PRACTICES
Q&A



Reference Literature/Resources

1. Popovych, Erika. The Soviet System of Education, 1992.
2. National Information Center on Academic Recognition and Mobility (NIC ARM) http://www.russianenic.ru/english/
3. Project Atlas https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas#.WKyrP5dVZP0
4. А. Буланова “Бюджетные места в вузах для выпускников колледжей” https://www.ucheba.ru/article/848#
5. Russian Education Federal Portal http://www.edu.ru/abitur/act.17/sch.2/index.php
6. Медицинский колледж №6 http://mmk6.ru/obrazovanie/uchebnye-plany/
7. Курский Торгово-экономический колледж http://ktec.ucoz.ru/index/0-8
8. BN Education Group http://bngroup.com.ua/newsview/2/39
9. Ukrainian EducationUSA Students in the U.S. https://story.mapme.com/ukrainian-educationusa-students-in-the-u-s/overview
10. National Information Center of Academic Mobility http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/
11. Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine http://mon.gov.ua/
12. Інфоресурс https://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/info-per/inforesurs-per-doc.php
13. “Запорізький медичний коледж" http://zbmk.zp.ua/robochi-navchalni-plani
14. Вище художнє професійне училище №3http://vxpu3iva.ucoz.com/index/navchalna_robota/0-17
15. Tatyana Dvornikova, Inside Russia’s beleaguered vocational education sector https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/tatyana-

dvornikova/inside-russia-s-beleaguered-vocational-education-sector
16. "The Role of Technical and Vocational Education in the Education System of the Russian Federation“ 

www.unevoc.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pubs/iug003e.pdf
17. World TVET Database Russian Federation. May, 2012 www.unevoc.unesco.org/wtdb/worldtvetdatabase_rus_en.pdf
18. Federal Institute for Vocational Education and Training https://www.bibb.de/en/index.php
19. Osvita.ua http://ru.osvita.ua/
20. “Access to Higher Education for Secondary Professional Education Graduates in Russia and Ukraine” TAICEP TALK, 2017, T.McKenna, 

H.Ohlsson

http://www.russianenic.ru/english/
https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas#.WKyrP5dVZP0
https://www.ucheba.ru/article/848
http://www.edu.ru/abitur/act.17/sch.2/index.php
http://mmk6.ru/obrazovanie/uchebnye-plany/
http://ktec.ucoz.ru/index/0-8
http://bngroup.com.ua/newsview/2/39
https://story.mapme.com/ukrainian-educationusa-students-in-the-u-s/overview
http://enic.in.ua/index.php/en/
http://mon.gov.ua/
https://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/info-per/inforesurs-per-doc.php
http://zbmk.zp.ua/robochi-navchalni-plani
https://www.opendemocracy.net/od-russia/tatyana-dvornikova/inside-russia-s-beleaguered-vocational-education-sector
http://www.unevoc.unesco.org/fileadmin/user_upload/pubs/iug003e.pdf
http://www.unevoc.unesco.org/wtdb/worldtvetdatabase_rus_en.pdf
https://www.bibb.de/en/index.php
http://ru.osvita.ua/

