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WHAT IS SECONDARY SCHOOL?

Merriam-Webster Dictionary:

“a school intermediate between elementary school and

college and usually offering general, technical, vocational, or

college-preparatory courses”

…. but can mean different things in different countries
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DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL

Lower secondary

• Completion gives access to further study or employment

• Usually end of compulsory education

Upper secondary

• Completion gives access to post-secondary study or employment

• Academic and vocational

• Access to university study may require entrance examination at end of secondary 

school

• Brazil: Vestibular China: Gaokao

• Sweden: Högskoleprovet Nigeria: Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination

• Chile: Prueba de Selección Universitaria USA: Scholastic Assessment Test/SAT or ACT
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN BRITISH-PATTERNED SYSTEMS
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN BRITISH-PATTERNED SYSTEMS

• Usually divided into two cycles

• Compulsory lower secondary

• Usually represents 11 years of education

• Upper secondary/pre-university

• Optional

• Large array of academic and vocational programs/credentials

• Continuous assessment throughout the year

• Final examination determines grade for year

• Two-year Sixth Form
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN BRITISH-PATTERNED SYSTEMS

• External examinations

• Written and administered by examining board and not the school

• 5 – 10 subject examinations

• Results slip vs. final certificate

• Verification of results
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ENGLAND BAHAMAS
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ZIMBABWE HONG KONG
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MAHARASHTRA STATE INDIA WEST AFRICAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL
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SINGAPORE TANZANIA



SECONDARY EDUCATION IN FRENCH-PATTERNED SYSTEMS
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN FRENCH-PATTERNED SYSTEMS

• Usually represent 12 years of education

• Academic and vocational programs

• Usually divided into two cycles

• Lower secondary (collège)

• 2 – 5 years

• Usually represents end of compulsory education

• Upper secondary (lycée)

• Usually 3 years

• Students streamed in 2nd year

• External examination at end of final year
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN FRENCH-PATTERNED SYSTEMS

• External examination

• Written and administered by examining board/ministry/academie and not 

school

• Baccalauréat/Bachelier/Diplôme d’Enseignement Secondaire

• Diploma does not include grades; may indicate level of achievement

• Relevé de Notes (transcript) frequently indicates if diploma has been awarded

• 0-20 grading scale used in most countries with 10 as minimum passing grade
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FRANCE BACCALAURÉAT TRANSCRIPT

FRANCE BACCALAURÉAT DIPLOMA
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MADAGASCAR DIPLÔME DE BACHELIER

HAITI DIPLÔME D’ÉTUDES SECONDAIRES



BURKINA FASO BACCALAURÉAT DIPLOMA MOROCCO BACCALAURÉAT DIPLOMA



ANGLOPHONE SECONDARY

CAMEROON – ANGLOPHONE AND FRANCOPHONE SYSTEMS IN ONE COUNTRY

FRANCOPHONE SECONDARY



SECONDARY EDUCATION IN SOVIET-PATTERNED SYSTEMS
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN SOVIET-PATTERNED SYSTEMS

• Most systems changed after fall of Soviet Union

• Under USSR – represented 10-11 years of education

• After break-up of USSR many changed to 12 years

• Diplomas in Russian and/or native language

• Academic and vocational programs

• Аттестат о среднем (полном) общем образовании (Certificate of [Complete] 

Secondary Education)

• Аттестат о среднем общем образовании (Certificate of General Secondary 

Education)

• Changes in format of diploma
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RUSSIA CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETE
SECONDARY EDUCATION

UKRAINE CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETE
GENERAL SECONDARY EDUCATION



KAZAKHSTAN CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETE
SECONDARY EDUCATION

MONGOLIA CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETE
SECONDARY EDUCATION



GEORGIA GENERAL EDUCATION DIPLOMA
OLD

GEORGIA GENERAL EDUCATION DIPLOMA
CURRENT



LITHUANIA BRANDOS ATESTATAS
OLD

LITHUANIA BRANDOS ATESTATAS
CURRENT



SECONDARY EDUCATION IN USA-PATTERNED SYSTEMS
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN USA-PATTERNED SYSTEMS
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JORDAN TAIWAN

OMAN UNITED ARAB EMIRATES



SECONDARY EDUCATION IN USA-PATTERNED SYSTEMS

• Represent 12 years of compulsory education

• Philippines represents 10 years until 2018

• Usually no external examination at end of 12th year

• Diploma usually does not indicate level of academic achievement

• Many countries transmit credential in language of recipient

• Japan, Jordan, South Korea, Taiwan
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JORDAN GENERAL SECONDARY 
EDUCATION CERTIFICATE

SOUTH KOREA CERTIFICATE
OF GRADUATION



TAIWAN DIPLOMA USA DIPLOMA



SECONDARY EDUCATION IN OTHER SYSTEMS
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SECONDARY EDUCATION IN OTHER SYSTEMS

• Represent 11 – 14 years of education

• Academic and vocational education

• Apprenticeships common

• Usually no external examination after completion of studies
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FINLAND YLIOPPILASTUTKINTOTODISTUS ICELAND STÚDENTSPRÓF
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VENEZUELA TÍTULO DE EDUCACIÓN
MEDIA GENERAL

QUÉBEC DIPLÔME D’ÉTUDES COLLÉGIALES
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ITALY DIPLOMA DI ESAME DI STATO

ECUADOR TÍTULO DE BACHILLER



BELGIUM – FLEMISH AND FRANCOPHONE SYSTEMS IN ONE COUNTRY

DIPLOM VAN SECUNDAIR ONDERWIJS CERTIFICAT D’ENSEIGNEMENT
SECONDAIRE SUPÉRIEUR
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