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ARGENTINA 



WHO’S RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT? 

• Provincial Ministries of Education – primary and secondary 
education  

• Ministerio de Educación y Deportes (Ministry of Education and 
Sports)  

• Programmatic accreditation for universities and “terciarios;” some 
higher education institutions are accredited as a whole  

• Comisión Nacional de Evaluación y Acreditación Universitaria 
(National Council of University Accreditation and Evaluation)  

• Accredits degree programs whose title correspond to state regulated 
professions 

• Accredits graduate programs that lead to a specialization, master’s 
degree or doctorate; this is not exclusive to regulated professions 

• Consejo Nacional de Educación Técnica (National Council for 
Technical Education)  

• Administers Trayectos Técnico-Profesionales (Technical Professional 
Pathways) 

 

 

 

 

 



ARGENTINA 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY PRE-1996 

• Ciclo Primario (Primary Cycle) – 7 years 

• Ciclo Básico (Basic Cycle) – 3 years 

• Ciclo Superior (Higher Cycle) – 2 years  

• Título de Bachiller (Title of Bachelor)  



ARGENTINA 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY POST-1996 

Educación General Básica (General Basic Education) – 9 

years 

• Three cycles of three years 

• Certificado de Terminación de Estudios Primarios (Certificate of 

Completion of Primary Studies) 

Educación Polimodal (Polymodal Education) – 3 years 

• Assessment is based on teacher evaluations, only. No external 

examinations 

• Título de Bachiller (Title of Bachelor)  

 

 

 



SECONDARY EDUCATION 
GRADING SYSTEM 

Number Description Translation 

10 Sobresaliente Outstanding 

9 Distinguido Distinction 

8 Muy Bueno Very Good 

7 Bueno Good 

6 Suficiente Sufficient 

0-5 Insuficiente Insufficient 



TECHNICAL AND PROFESSIONAL 
PATHWAYS 

• Trayectos Técnico-Profesionales (TTP) 

• Admission: Enrollment in polymodal (upper secondary) education  

• Length of program: 

• When entry based on complete upper secondary education: 1 year, 
fulltime  

• When taken concurrently with upper secondary education: 1 day per 
week for 3 years 

• Credential awarded:  Título de Técnico de Nivel Medio (Title of 
Middle Level Technician) 

• Offered at Universities and non-university higher education institutions 
(“terciarios”) 



SHORT CYCLE AND INTERMEDIATE 
HIGHER EDUCATION 

• Also known as “pregrado” study 

• Some terminal, some articulate into university programs 

• Completed at universities, university institutes or tertiary institutes 

“terciarios” 

• Possible credential names:  Técnico (Technician), Técnico 

Superior (Higher Technician), Analista Universitario (University 

Analyst), Asistente Universitario (University Attendant), Bachiller 

Universitario (University Bachelor) Auxiliar Técnico (Technical 

Assistant) 

• Informal Education programs are offered through Consejo 

Nacional de Educación Técnica (National Council of Technical 

Education – CONET) and Vocacional Training Centers  



UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 
 

• Título de Licenciado (Title of Licentiate) or Título Profesional (Professional Title) 
in field of study: 4-6 years 

• Especialización (Specialization): 1-3 years 

• Maestría (Master’s degree): 1-3 years 

• Doctorado (Doctorate): 2-6 years 



HIGHER EDUCATION GRADING SYSTEM 

Number Description Translation 

9-10 Sobresaliente Outstanding 

7-8 Distinguido Distinction 

5-6 Bueno Good  

4 Aprobado Passed 

2-3 Insuficiente Insufficient 

0-1 Reprobado Fail 



TEACHER TRAINING 
INSTITUTOS DE FORMACIÓN DOCENTE 

(TEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTES)  

Qualified to 
Teach Credential Duration  

Preschool  

Profesor de Ensañanza Preescolar (Preschool 

Teacher) 2.5-3 years 

Grade 1  

Profesor de Educación Inicial (Initial Education 

Teacher) 2.5-3 years  

Grades 1-3 

Profesor en Enseñanza Primaria (Primary 

Teacher) 2-3 years  

Grades 1 - 6 

Profesor de Educación General Básica (Nivels I 

y II)  

(General Basic Education Teacher) 3-4 years 

Grades 7-9 

Profesor en Ensenanza Media (Intermediate 

Education Teacher) in field 4 years 



TEACHER TRAINING 
UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS 

Qualified 
to Teach Credential   Duration  

Grade 1 Profesor en Nivel Inicial  (Early Childhood Teacher) 3-3.5 years 

Grade 1 
Licenciado en Educación Inicial (Licentiate in Early 

Childhood Education) 4 years 

Grades 1-3 
Profesor para la Enseñanza  Primaria (Primary 

Teacher) 2-3 years 

Grades 1-6  

Profesor de Grado Universitario para la Educación 

Básica para el Primero y Segundo Ciclo (First and 

Cycle General Basic Education Teacher) 3-4 years 

Grades 7-9 Profesor en...  (Teacher in...) 5 years 

Grades 10-
12  Profesor en… (Teacher in…)  4-5 years 



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS  









DATES TO REMEMBER 

1993 Federal Law of Education reforms: 

• Increased compulsory schooling from 7 to 10 years, which was 
effective in 1996 

• Restructured the organization of school education 

• Changed the way technical and vocation training is delivered at 
the secondary level 

• Introduced changes to teacher education 

1995 Law of Higher Education. The reforms include: 

• Establishment of a national system of institutional evaluation and 
the creation of Comisión Nacional de Evaluación y Acreditación 
Universitaria (CONEAU) (National Commission for University 
Evaluation and Accreditation) 

• Transfer of responsibility for higher non-university institutions from the 
Federal government to the provinces 

 

 



RESOURCES 

• Organización de Estados Iberoamericanos (Organization of Ibero-
American States)  

• http://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/argentina/  

• Ministerio de Educación y Deportes (Ministry of Education and Sports)  

• search for accredited programs. Shows programs accredited by both 

bodies. http://titulosoficiales.siu.edu.ar/  

 This search will include programs accredited by both bodies 

• Comisión Nacional de Evaluación y Acreditación Universitaria 

(National Council of University Accreditation and Evaluation)  

• search for accredited programs http://www.coneau.edu.ar/  

http://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/argentina/
http://titulosoficiales.siu.edu.ar/
http://www.coneau.edu.ar/


CHILE 



WHO’S RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT? 

Ministerio de Educación (Ministry of Education)  

• Recognizes Centers of Professional/Vocational Training 

(CFT’s) 

• Oversees primary and secondary education  

Comisión Nacional de Acreditación (National Accreditation 

Council) Accredits higher education programs and 

institutions.  

• Public universities are autonomous and do not require 
programmatic accreditation. 



PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 

• Educación Básica (Basic Education) – 8 years 

• Certificado de Educación Básica (Certificate of Basic Education) 

• Educación Media (Intermediate Education) – 4 years 

• Licencia de Educación Media (License of Intermediate Education) 



SECONDARY  

• Título de Técnico de Nivel Medio (Title of 
Middle-Level Technician) 

• Types of Schools 

• Liceos (Lyceums) 

• Escuelas (Schools) 

• Length of program: 4 years 

 

• Título de Técnico de Nivel Superior (Title of 
Higher Level Technician)  

• Types of schools 

• Centros de Formacón Técnica (Technical 
Training Centers) 

• Institutos Profesionales (Professional 
Institutes) 

• Universidades (Universities) 

• Length of program: 2-3.5 years 

POSTSECONDARY  

TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION 



UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 

• Bachillerato (Baccalaureate) – 2 years  

• Licenciatura (Licentiate) – 4-5 years 

• Título Profesional (Professional Title) – 4-7 years 

• Especialista (Specialist) – 1 year 

• Maestría (Master’s degree) – 1-2 years 

• Doctorado (Doctorate) – 2-3 years after Maestria (Master’s degree)or 4-5 
years after Licenciatura (Licentiate) 

 



STANDARD GRADING SYSTEM 

Number Description Translation 
6.0-7.0 Muy Bueno Very Good 
5.0-5.9 Bueno Good 
4.0-4.9 Suficiente Sufficient 
3.0-3.9 Insuficiente Insufficient  



TEACHER TRAINING 

• Early Childhood Education – may be offered at secondary to 

university level 

• Profesor de Educación Básica (Basic Education Teacher)  

• Qualified to teach grades 1-8  

• Completed at universities or professional institutes 

• Profesor de Educación Media (Intermediate Education Teacher) 

• Qualified to teach grades 9-12 

• Completed at universities or professional institutes 

• Can complete an additional year for the Licenciado (Licentiate) 

degree 

 



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS  



FIRST NAMES 

LAST NAMES  

What Level of 

Education is this? 



FIRST NAMES 

LAST NAMES  











Notice that UTFSM 

uses their own 

percentage grades, 

but also provides 

the 1-7 equivalency 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

• Until 1973 primary teachers were trained at the upper secondary 
level in escuelas normales (teacher training schools schools).  

•  Between 1974 and 1980 primary teachers were required to 
complete a 3-year course at a university. 

• Professional institutes begin to offer primary teacher education  

• 1981 

• Replacement of the single tier system (comprising 8 traditional 
universities) with a 3-tier system consisting of universities, professional 
institutes, and technical training centers 

• Transformation of former regional colleges of the Universidad de 
Chile and the Universidad de Santiago de Chile into regional 
universities and public professional institutes 

• 1990-2003 Consejo Superior de Educacion was responsible for 
accreditation of higher education 

• 2003-present CNA is responsible for accreditation  

 

 

 



RESOURCES 

Organización de Estados Iberoamericanos (Organization of Ibero-
American States)  

http://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/chile/  

Comisión Nacional de Acreditación (National Accreditation Council) 
Accredits higher education programs and institutions. search 
accredited programs:  

https://www.cnachile.cl/Paginas/Acreditacion-institucional.aspx  

Verify secondary credentials 

http://certificados.mineduc.cl/certificados-
web/mvc/validar/ingresarCodigo  

General Ministry of Education 

http://www.mineduc.cl/  

 

 

http://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/chile/
https://www.cnachile.cl/Paginas/Acreditacion-institucional.aspx
https://www.cnachile.cl/Paginas/Acreditacion-institucional.aspx
https://www.cnachile.cl/Paginas/Acreditacion-institucional.aspx
http://certificados.mineduc.cl/certificados-web/mvc/validar/ingresarCodigo
http://certificados.mineduc.cl/certificados-web/mvc/validar/ingresarCodigo
http://certificados.mineduc.cl/certificados-web/mvc/validar/ingresarCodigo
http://www.mineduc.cl/


URUGUAY 



WHO’S RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT? 

• Administración Nacional de Educación Pública (National 

Administration of Public Education) - Responsible for all levels of 

education except universities  

• Consejo Directivo Central (Central Council)  

• Consejo de Educación Inician y Primaria (Early Childhood and Primary 

Education Council) 

• Consejo de Educación Secundaria (Secondary Education Council)  

• Consejo de Educación Técnica (Technical Education Council)  

• Ministerio de Educación y Cultura (Ministry of Education and 

Culture) – Authorizes universities and recognizes degree programs  



PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 

• Certificado de Primaria (Certificate of Primary Education) – 6 

years 

• Ciclo Básico de Enseñanza Media (Basic Cycle of Middle 

Education) – 3 years 

• Segundo Ciclo de Enseñanza Media (Second Cycle of Middle 

Education) 

• Sometimes called Ciclo Diversificado (Diversified Cycle)  

• Título de Bachiller (Title of Bachelor) – 3 years 

• Título de Bachiller Técnico (Title of Technical Bachelor) – 4 years 



SECONDARY EDUCATION 
GRADING SYSTEM 

Numerical Grade 
  

Spanish 

  

Translation 

12 sobresaliente excellent 

11 muy destacado very outstanding 

10 destacado outstanding 

9 muy bueno very good 

8 ampliamente bueno extensively good 

7 bueno good  

6 satisfactorio Satisfactory (minimum) 

5 casi aceptable nearly acceptable (fail) 

4 no aceptable aún not acceptable (fail) 

3 no conforma not suitable (failing) 

2 insuficiente insufficient (failing) 

1 totalmente insuficiente totally insufficient (fail) 



TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION 

• Universidad del Trabajo de Uruguay (Uruguayan Labor University) 

• Not a university! A government body that administers 

technical/vocational training 

• Programs offered at different levels, but many at the secondary level 

(after grade 6) 

• Other non-university institutes 

• Rare, and not always in traditional technical fields, despite awarding 

the Título de Técnico (Title of Technician) 



UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 

• Título de Bachiller (Title of Bachelor) – 3 years 

• Título de Licenciado (Title of Licentiate) – 3-7 years  

• Título de Especialista  (Title of Specialist) – 1-1.5 years (up to six 
years in medical fields) 

• Título de Magister (Title of Master) – 2-2.5 years 

• Doctorado (Doctorate): - 3 years minimum 





UNIVERSIDAD DE LA REPUBLICA  UNIVERSIDAD DE MONTEVIDEO 

HIGHER EDUCATION GRADING 
SYSTEMS 

Note: Grades 10-12 are rarely awarded. When students 
receive a class grade of 9 or above, they are exempted 
from taking the final examination. 

 

Universidad de la República (University of the Republic) 

Numerical 

Grades 
Spanish English  

12 Sobresaliente (SSS) Outstanding 

11 Sobresaliente/Muy Bueno (SSMB) Outstanding/Very Good 

10 Muy Bueno/Sobresaliente (MB MB S) Very Good/Outstanding 

9 Muy Bueno (MB MB MB) Very Good  

8 Muy Bueno/Bueno (MB MB B) Very Good/Good  

7 Bueno/Muy Bueno Good/Very Good  

6 Bueno (BBB) Good  

5 Bueno Regular (BBR) Good/Average 

4 Regular/Bueno (RRB) Average/Good 

3 Regular (RRR) Average (lowest passing) 

2 Regular Deficiente (RRD) Average/Deficient (fail) 

1 Deficiente/Regular (DDR) Deficient/Average (fail)  

0 Deficiente (DDD) Deficient (fail) 

Universidad de Montevideo (University of Montevideo) 

12 Sobresaliente (S) Outstanding 

11 Sobresaliente/Muy Bueno (SSMB) Outstanding/Very Good 

10 Muy Bueno/Sobresaliente (MB MB S) Very Good/Outstanding 

9 Muy Bueno (MB MB MB) Very Good  

8 Muy Bueno/Bueno (MB MB B) Very Good/Good  

7 Bueno/Muy Bueno (BB MB Good/Very Good  

6 Bueno (BBB) Good  

1,2,3,4,5 Aplazado  Fail 



UNIVERSIDAD ORT 

UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA DE 

URUGUAY 

HIGHER EDUCATION GRADING 
SYSTEMS 

Universidad ORT (ORT University) 

90-100 Very Good  

80-89 Good 

70-79 Acceptable 

0-69 Fail 

No se Presentó 
Did not sit for the end of year examination  

(treated as a failure in calculation of final grade average) 

S/C   Pass (Courses taken on a Pass/Fail basis)                                                                                         

    Pass 

 *  Automatic transfer 

Universidad Católica de Uruguay 

(Catholic University of Uruguay) 

Spanish  English 

Sobresaliente  Outstanding 

Muy Bueno Very Good 

Bueno  Good 

Regular  Average 

Deficiente  Deficient  



CREDENTIALS 

• Maestro de Educación Inicial – 3 

years 

• Maestro de Educación– 3 or 4 

years 

• Profesor de Educación Media – 4 

years 

• Profesor de Educación Técnico  – 

4 years 

• Profesor de Educación Física– 4  

• Ayudante (Assistant) – 2 – 2.5 years  

 

• Institutos de Formación Docente 
(Teacher Training Institutions) 

• Instituto de Profesores Artigas 
(Artigas Teachers’ Institute)  

• Instituto Nacional de Enseñanza 
Técnica (National Institute of 
Technical Education) 

• Centros Regionales de Formación 
de Profesores (Regional Centers for 

Teacher Training) 

• Instituto Superior de Formación 
Física (Higher Institute of Physical 
Training) 

• Universidades (Universities) 

TYPES OF INSTITUTIONS 

TEACHER TRAINING 



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS  







RESOURCES 

 

• Administración Nacional de Educación Pública (National Administration 

of Public Education) 

• http://www.anep.edu.uy/anep/ 

• Ministerio de Educación y Cultura (Ministry of Education and Culture)  

• Search recognized programs: 

http://educacion.mec.gub.uy/mecweb/container.jsp?contentid=583&

site=5&chanel=mecweb&3colid=583  

• Universidad del Trabajo de Uruguay (Uruguayan University of Labor) 

Search program by program level: 

http://planeamientoeducativo.utu.edu.uy/portal/index.php/planes-y-

programas  

• Organización de Estados Iberoamericanos (Organization of Ibero-

American States)  

• http://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/uruguay/  

 

http://educacion.mec.gub.uy/mecweb/container.jsp?contentid=583&site=5&chanel=mecweb&3colid=583
http://educacion.mec.gub.uy/mecweb/container.jsp?contentid=583&site=5&chanel=mecweb&3colid=583
http://planeamientoeducativo.utu.edu.uy/portal/index.php/planes-y-programas
http://planeamientoeducativo.utu.edu.uy/portal/index.php/planes-y-programas
http://planeamientoeducativo.utu.edu.uy/portal/index.php/planes-y-programas
http://planeamientoeducativo.utu.edu.uy/portal/index.php/planes-y-programas
http://planeamientoeducativo.utu.edu.uy/portal/index.php/planes-y-programas
http://www.oei.es/historico/quipu/uruguay/


QUESTIONS? 

Thank you 


