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Exams Once Each Year 
 
No Measure of Academic 
Weight 
 
Only the Overall Exam Grade 
Matters 
 
Few / No Elective Courses 

“Traditional” Indian 
Document 

Gujarat University 
Master of Commerce 
2006 
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Exams Every Semester 
 
Credit System 
 
Each Course is Graded 
 
Grade Point Average 
System 
 
Continuous / Internal 
Assessment 

“Reformed” Indian 
Document 

Gujarat University 
Master of Commerce 

2012 
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“CGPA”: Comprehensive 
Grade Point Average 
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“Traditional” Indian Grading 
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Academic achievement is recognized by the 

“Class” or “Division” attached to a degree. 

 

Degree class is typically based on the percentage 

on the final exam. 

 

Degree Class % of Marks     US Letter 

First (Distinction)      70-100%          A 

First            60-69%           A 

Second             50-59%           B 

Third             40-49%           C 

Individual Pass          min-39%           D 
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Barkatullah University 
1992-93  
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Grading Reform: CGPA System 

http://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/9555132_Guidelines.pdf 



IIT, Roorkee 
Bachelor of Technology 
2014 
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Lovely Professional University 
Bachelor of Technology  

2013 
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Bharathidasan University 
Bachelor of Computer Applications 

2009 
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Gujarat Technological University  
Master of Pharmacy  
2013 
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Gujarat  University  
Bachelor of Education, 2013 
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ECE’s Approach to 10 Point CGPA 
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Universities have created 10 point CGPA scales with varying 

letter grades and qualitative descriptors 

 

However, ECE views the 10 Point Grade Point range as having 

a consistent understanding throughout India.  

 

IE: All 7.5 CGPA students are academically similar, regardless 

of university. 

 



ECE’s 10-Point Scale Conversion 
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We use this table as our starting guide to assign US letter grades  back to 
the widely-varied school letter grade scales.  
 
Our conversion considers the UGC qualitative descriptions, associated 
degree class, and the relative infrequency we see the highest grades 
awarded.  



Sample 10-Point Conversion 

Anna University 
Bachelor of Technology 
2015 

US  
F 
C 
B 
C 
A 
B 
C 
F 
C 

CGPA Calculation 
S @ 0  x 10 = 0 
A @ 0  x 9   = 0 
B @ 2  x 8   = 16 
C @ 4  x 7   = 14 
D @ 0  x 6   = 0 
E @ 15 x 5  = 75 
U @ 7  x 0   = 0     
10.0 CGPA = 3.75 (105 / 28) 

US GPA Calculation 
A @ 2   x 4  = 8 
B @ 4   x 3  = 12 
C @ 15 x 2  = 30 
F @ 7  x 0   = 0 
4.0 GPA = 1.79 (50 / 28) 
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The Quick and Easy Method 

This an a simple 
extrapolation of the 
previous chart (using the 
half grades) 

 
Instead of a shortcut, ECE 
always recommends the 
more accurate method of 
first converting each 
Indian letter grade to its 
US equivalent, then doing 
a normal GPA calculation. 
 
Always know whether the 
CGPA includes all 
semesters, or just some! 
 
Always know whether the 
CGPA includes failing or 
repeated grades! 
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The “Degree Class” Problem”… 17 

Traditional Indian grade conversion 

assumes that “First Class Students” 

were the “A” grade students.  

 

This First Class student’s overall CGPA  

is described as only slightly better 

than “Fair” 



What Does Degree Class Mean 

Anymore? 
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Veer Narmad South Gujarat University 
2015 

Barkatullah University 
1992-93  



Is CGPA Grading Something  

Entirely New?  
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Many schools are implementing CGPA by layering it on top of 
the traditional marks percentage grading scale 
 

Converting the same scale using different approaches (UGC 
word descriptions vs degree class) results in significantly 
different results 

ITM University 



No Easy Answers….. 
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Has Indian grading changed / inflated to the point where only the 
“Distinction Range” (70% and up) is now equivalent to the US 
grade of “A”? 

 

If yes, when exactly did the change happen? 

 

You can see changing recommendations on the website of 
another evaluation company, from information published on two 
different dates: 

 (2012) (2015) 

http://wenr.wes.org/2012/05/wenr-may-2012-
selecting-qualified-graduate-students-from-india/ 

www.wes.org/gradeconv
ersionguide/index.asp 
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vs 
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vs 
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“CBCS”: Choice Based 
Credit System 



What is CBCS? 

http://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/9555132_Guidelines.pdf 

Choice Based: 

Instead of a set, rigid curriculum, students select their 
courses among Core Courses, Elective Courses, and 
Foundation Courses 

Provides flexibility in curriculum design, and allows more 
opportunity for interdisciplinary study 

 

Credit System: 

Degrees earned by completing a prescribed number of credits 

“One credit is equivalent to one hour of teaching or two 
hours of practical work per week” 
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“Traditional” Indian System: 
 

Emphasis on the “Teacher” 
Assessment Through Written 
Exams 
Set Curriculum 
Courses Weighted by Max Marks 

University of Madras 
Bachelor of Business Administration 

2001 



Mahatma Gandhi University 
Bachelor of Commerce 
2013 

CBCS Indian System: 
 

Emphasis on the “Learner” 
Student Choice Across Curricular 
Areas 
Continuous Assessment 
Throughout the Academic Term 
Varied Assessment: Projects, 
Quizzes, Labs 
Courses Have Credit Values 
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Academic Weight 
Using Marks 

(Example 1) 

1 Year = 500 Max Marks 
 
 

Each 100 Mark Course ≈ 6 US 
Semester Hours of Credit 

University of Madras 
Bachelor of Business Administration 

2001 
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Academic Weight 
Using Marks 

(Example 2) 

1 Semester = 600 Max Marks 
 
 

Each 100 Mark Course ≈ 2.5 
US Semester Hours of Credit 

University of Mysore 
Bachelor of Business Management 

2009 



3 Years = 175 Credits 
1 Year = 58 Credits 

1 Semester = 29 Credits 
 

175 Credits at SMC ≈ 90 US 
Semesters Hours of Credit 

 
(Cut SMC Credits by ~ .5) 

Stella Maris College (University of Madras) 
Bachelor of Visual Arts 
2012 

Academic Weight 
Using Credits 

(Example 1) 
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5 Years = 200 Credits 
1 Year = 40 Credits 

1 Semester = 20 Credits 
 

200 Credits at IISER ≈ 150 US 
Semesters Hours of Credit 

 
(Cut IISER Credits by .75) 

IISER Pune 
Bachelor & Master of Science (Dual Degree) 

2009 

Academic 
Weight 

Using Credits 
(Example 2) 
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The Documentation 
Decision….. 
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Individual  

Marksheets 
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=2.03 

Individual marksheets are the only 
“complete” documents that reliably 
indicate all exam results. 

However, marksheets often are not 
officially re-issued by a university 
 

This student needed 22(!) attempts 
to pass 7 examinations. 

“Comprehensive” GPA  
prepared from a individual  

Statement  of Marks 



“Best Results” GPA prepared 
from a Consolidated  

Marks Statement  =3.17 
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How tolerant of failed exams 
is your admission decision? 
 

Are all failing grades included 
in the GPA of domestic 
students? 

Does It Matter?? 



Official Transcripts 
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India documentation is often a choice 
between something “official” and 
something “complete”. 

Often, the only “official” document an 
Indian university will re-issue a 
Transcript or Consolidated Statement 
or Marks 

Transcripts / Consolidated Marks may 
or may not include all exam results 



All Failing 

Grades Included 
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Failing Grades 

Only Suggested 
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Who Even Knows??? 
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This document was sealed by the 
university without any indication that 
asterisks mean previous failure. 

 



Summary 

System changes in India happen very slowly, and 

reforms are always controversial. 

Reportedly, all Central Universities will implement 

CBCS for the 2016-17 academic year.  

Everything is in flux! Some schools have already 

been using the CBCS “reform” system  

for many years. Expect to see a  

incredibly wide variety in  

implementation across schools.  

Be ready to evaluate a variety 

of different systems: marks,  

credits, letter grades, CGPA,  

and any combination thereof. 

http://goo.gl/hAJK18 
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Questions? 
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