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Education System - Syria



Ancient Syria – a Province of Mesopotamia



Cuneiform -
from Palmyra 



Palmyra “Tadmur” = Miracle 





Current map of Syria



Damascus Nov 2004



University of Kalamoon , Nov 2004
1:st private university



• Starting with madrasa

• Under the ottoman Empire

• Developed to French System

Education system



• Elementary/Primary school – 6 years, between the age of 7 and  
12

• Preparatory  School – 3 years

• (9 years school  education is mandatory)

• Secondary Edu /High School - 3 years

School Education



* Access to higher Education, based on the result of secondary diploma 
(baccalaureate)

• Education is supervised by two Ministries:
the Ministry of Education and MOHE 

• School Education, 12 years, (9+3) -
Ministry of Education

Secondary Education, divided in 3 main fields:
• Scientific 
• Literature / Humanities
• Vocational/Industrial

The outcome is ”Baccalaureate” Diploma.

Education Policy



•

Post Secondary Education

Two-year Technical Institutes linked to the Universities > MOHE, or to 
another ministry, e.g. Ministry of Health, Ministry of Oil, Ministry of 
Culture etc. None Academic

- Awarding two-year vocational Diploma
- Two-year “licentiate Diploma”

- More than 200 vocational schools
- 50 are affiliated to the Universities

Some students have the possibility to continue at the 
universities > High scores

• Technical or vocational Institutes 



Degrees awarded



Higher Education/Academic Degrees

• Undergraduate BA, BSc., 4 years, by Universities

• Degree of Architecture-, Pharmacy-, Dentistry-, Agriculture 
and Veterinary Sciences - 5 years. 

• Medical Doctor and Surgery - 6 years

• Higher Diploma, 1-2 year, sometimes with a short thesis, (no access to PhD)

• Master 2 years with a large Thesis, access to Ph.D.

• PhD, 3+ years, with dissertation



Main Universities

University of Aleppo, 1958 

Al-Baath University, Homs, 1979

Tishreen University, Lattakia, 1971

University of Damascus, 
Establ. 1923 as ”Syrian University”



Outline of the Ed-System



• Issuing documents

• Credit system

• Mark system

• Language of instruction
- Arabic 



Curriculum and Course

• Catalogue, University of 
Damascus 1980-1981



University of Damascus, Faculty of Agriculture



Faculty of Education



2 main reforms, or upgrading of the system.

Teacher Education, 1997 (secondary level teachers), Faculty of Education

2003-2004 all teacher education and training at the university

Private universities, 2003





2010: 69

2011: 46 

2012: 107

2013: 598

2014: 1707

2015: (1/1-31-8) 1636

By the end of 2015: Ca 3 000 applications???



Documents



Old documents, 
University of 
Aleppo, College 
of Engineering
1996

MOHE

First name

Father and/or mothers name

Year of graduation

P o B

DoB

Nationality

The Minister
Pres of the Univ Dean of College





Transcript
University of Aleppo 
1996



Two years teacher, 
Completion



Graduation Cert.
Univ. of Damascus;
College of Arts 2001







Degree Certificate 2001





Grad. Attestation
Aleppo 2012

Translation 
done
By official 
translator
In Syria



Transcript, univ. of
Aleppo 2014 



Open Education 
system 
University
of Damascus
2014







Baath University



Baath University
Transcript



Graduation Certificate
Kalamoon





Kalamoon, Transcript



Kalamoon

Transcript



Kalamoon Last page



Verified documents

University of Damascus



Degree 
Certificate 
University of 
Damascus
2012





Certificate of Graduation



Transcript



Verified forgery







http://www.mohe.gov.sy/mohe/index.php

Only in Arabic



http://mohe.gov.sy/mohe/index.php?node=5510&cat=1711&



State Universities



Private 
universities
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