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SESSION OUTLINE

• Small group discussion of sample credentials

• Panel’s equivalencies

• General discussion of variations in equivalencies



CREDENTIALS REVIEW



NORTHERN CYPRUS: YŰKSEK LISANS DERCESINI

2-year Master of Science in Banking and 

Finance

HOW DO YOU EVALUATE CREDENTIALS 
FROM NORTHERN CYPRUS?



NORTHERN CYPRUS: YŰKSEK LISANS DERCESINI

CANADA

Equivalent to a master’s degree; institution is operating in Northern Cyprus, but is recognized by the 

Council of Higher Education of Turkey; rationale: The northern part of Cyprus is administered by 

Turkey and purports to be a separate republic called the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. The 

only country that recognizes it as such is Turkey. From legislation outlined on the Ministry of 

Education website it appears that private education and the programs offered by private 

institutions are covered by laws of reasonable strength. 

NETHERLANDS

Master’s degree (from Turkey) awarded by a research-oriented university

NORWAY

NOKUT would not award general recognition because Norway does not recognize Turkey as the 

legitimate authority of Northern Cyprus.  Norwegian HEIs evaluate qualifications from Northern 

Cyprus based on level and content.  Since academic recognition at HEIs are individual decisions for 

admission and further studies, the result could range from nil to master’s degree (120 ECTS)



NORTHERN CYPRUS: YŰKSEK LISANS DERCESINI

USA

SpanTran

• Master of Science because EMU is recognized by the Council of Higher Education of Turkey

IERF

• Master of Science



SPAIN: ENGINEERING PROGRAMS



SPAIN: ENGINEERING PROGRAMS

5-year University Title of Industrial Engineer (first-cycle program) vs. 1-year 

Official Master of Mechanical Engineering 

DO YOU CONSIDER THEM TO BE AT THE SAME EDUCATIONAL LEVEL?



SPAIN: ENGINEERING PROGRAMS

CANADA

• ICES considers the 5-year título universitario to be at the same level as the 2-year master universitario

• Equivalency of 5-year título universitario to completion of a bachelor’s and master’s degree in 

engineering

NETHERLANDS

• 5-year university title: master’s degree awarded by a research-oriented university

• 2-year master: master’s degree awarded by a research-oriented university

NORWAY

• The 5-year university title and the 2-year master are considered to be at the same level. 

• 5-year degree: master’s degree/300 ECTS; 2-year degree: master’s degree/120 ECTS



SPAIN: ENGINEERING PROGRAMS

USA

SpanTran

• 5-year university title: Bachelor and Master of Science

• 1-year master: Master of Science

• We would consider both to be at the same level as they both are accepted for admission to 

doctoral programs in Spain

IERF

• 5- year university title: Bachelor of Science

• 1-year master: Master of Science



INDIA: BACHELOR OF COMMERCE
3-year Bachelor of Commerce (banking and finance)

HOW DO YOU VIEW 3-YEAR DEGREES FROM INDIA?



INDIA: BACHELOR OF COMMERCE

CANADA

Three-year bachelor’s degree

NETHERLANDS

3 years of a 4-year program offered by a university of applied sciences

NORWAY

Comparable to a Norwegian “Høyskolekandidatgrad” – 2 years, 120 ECTS

USA

SpanTran

• Completion of 3 years of undergraduate study of business

IERF

• 90 semester credits (3 years of study)



NETHERLANDS: BACHELOR’S DEGREES



NETHERLANDS: BACHELOR’S DEGREES

3-year degree from a university vs. 4-year degree from a university of 

applied sciences

DO YOU CONSIDER THEM TO BE AT THE SAME EDUCATIONAL LEVEL?



NETHERLANDS: BACHELOR’S DEGREES
CANADA

• Three-year university degree equivalent to a three-year bachelor’s degree in Canada; may 

be considered for graduate admission provided marks and content meet required standards

• Four-year degree from a university of applied sciences is equivalent to a four-year bachelor’s 

degree

NORWAY

• Three-year university degree equivalent to a Norwegian three-year bachelor’s degree; 

admission requirement: VWO or HAVO + propedeuse from university of applied science

• Four-year university of applied science equivalent to three-year bachelor’s degree; we do not 

recognize the first year of study; our admission requirements are the same as those at Dutch 

universities

USA

SpanTran

• Three-year university bachelor’s degree equivalent to three years of undergraduate study

• Four-year bachelor’s degree from university of applied science is equivalent to a bachelor’s 

degree

IERF

• 3-year degree from university: 90 semester credits (3 years of study)

• 4-year degree from university of applied sciences: Bachelor of Science



USA: HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS



USA: HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS

U.S. high school diploma with college coursework completed vs. normal 

curriculum, but low grades

HOW WOULD YOU EVALUATE THEM?



USA: HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMAS

CANADA

Grade 12 (high school completion).  University level courses may be considered by Canadian 

educational institutions for transfer credit or advanced standing at the first year tertiary level 

based on grade received and individual course content assessment.

NETHERLANDS

Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School: VMBO-T diploma

Sandusky Central Catholic High School: VWO diploma

NORWAY

Both diplomas treated equally.  Admission to Norwegian higher education requires high school 

graduation diploma plus one year at university earning ¼ of the credits required for graduation 

with a bachelor’s degree.  The year at the university can be replaced with 3 AP exams with a 

grade of 3 or better.



CANADA: ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA



CANADA: ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA

NETHERLANDS

VWO diploma

NORWAY

Equivalent to the Norwegian upper secondary school leaving certificate giving access to higher 

education in Norway

USA

SpanTran

• Equivalent to a senior high school diploma in the U.S.

IERF

• US high school diploma



WORLD MARITIME UNIVERSITY

2-year Master of Science in Maritime Education and 

Training 

DOES NOT BELONG TO ANY STATE – HOW WOULD 

YOU EVALUATE THIS?



WORLD MARITIME UNIVERSITY
CANADA

Because this institution is not recognized by the Ministry of Education and Science of Sweden, 

this credential would not normally be recognized or accepted for admission or transfer credit by 

recognized post-secondary institutions in Canada.  WMU is not recognized by Swedish higher 

education authorities.  A WMU Master of Science is regarded as an “international degree” that 

is not recognized as a regular academic degree in any country.

NETHERLANDS

Because of lack of official accreditation, Nuffic doesn’t evaluate degrees from this institution

NORWAY

WMU is a part of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), a United Nations specialized 

maritime agency.  WMU is an education provider that is independent of any individual national 

education system.  WMU is operated by and for all IMO Member States.  NOKUT does not award 

general recognition of degrees from WMU since they do not belong to any individual national 

state and the quality assurance system is no proven to be on par with European Standards and 

Guidelines.



WORLD MARITIME UNIVERSITY
USA

SpanTran

• Equivalent to a master’s degree in the U.S.; the government of Sweden has granted WMU the 

status of a UN institution, and, under the provisions of WMU’s charter, the Ministry of Education 

and Research of Sweden granted WMU the right to confer degrees even though it has not 

granted it recognition

IERF

• Master of Science from an institution without regional recognition



RUSSIA: DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION



RUSSIA: DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

Secondary school diploma that prepares for primary school teaching

HOW WOULD YOU EVALUATE IT?



RUSSIA: DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

CANADA

Equivalent to completion of Grade 12 plus additional coursework at the post-secondary level, 

depending on the total length of study; if 9+4, first three years represent completion of Grade 12, 

and the final year is comparable to completion of one year of post-secondary study

NETHERLANDS

Evaluation of secondary vocational diplomas from Russia varies from an MBO diploma (Level 4) to 

one year of a bachelor’s program at a university of applied sciences.  The evaluation depends on 

the curriculum and what the student wants to study in the Netherlands.

NORWAY

NOKUT would not recognize this as higher education; we do not currently have a recognition 

scheme that would cover this credential

USA

SpanTran

• Vocational senior high school diploma plus 1-2 years of undergraduate study 

IERF

• US high school diploma plus one year of undergraduate study
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