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Scandinavia



DENMARK



Educational 
Ladder: 
Denmark

Højere Handelseksamen

Højere Teknisk Eksamen

Højere Forberedelseseksamen

Studentereksamen

Non-compulsory

Compulsory

Note: The upper secondary 
programs will be subject to 
change in the coming years, 
following a political agreement 
between the Danish 
government and a majority in 
the Danish Parliament.



Primary and Lower Secondary Education: 
Denmark

• Folkeskole is a free, public school system 
with a comprehensive (un-streamed) 
curriculum.

•Compulsory education = 10 years: 1 year 
pre-school + grades 1-9 (typically ages 6-
16). An optional grade 10 also exists in 
the Folkeskole.

•School-leaving examination certificate is 
the Afgangsbevis.



Upper Secondary Education: Denmark – the 
Details

Legislation, school system and management

The Ministry of Education issues the regulations according to which 
the schools work. The schools, which are spread throughout 
Denmark, are self-governing institutions with different histories and 
academic profiles. They finance the implementation of one or more 
of the upper secondary education programmes by means of grants 
from the Ministry of Education provided on the basis of student 
numbers. The head of the school answers to a board, the 
composition of which reflects the school’s specific profile. The 
teachers and students of the school appoint representatives to the 
board. The school board appoints and dismisses the head teacher 
and has overall responsibility for the running of the school and its 
activities. 
(http://www.uvm.dk/Uddannelse/Gymnasiale%20uddannelser/Pro
ever%20og%20eksamen/~/media/DB75101C3715482AAD7D1B0D1
1B8E771.ashx)



Upper Secondary Education: Denmark –
General Info

• Curriculum and exams at each type of upper secondary 
school must follow national standards.

• The curricula of the hhx and htx differ from those of the 
stx and the hf. In addition to some general upper 
secondary subjects, the hhx offers financial and business 
subjects, while the htx offers technical subjects.

• Admission requirements for the stx, hhx, and htx are the 
Folkeskole Afgangsbevis, plus certain subject 
requirements.

• The hf requires 10 years of basic school; this type of 
schooling attracts both young people and adults.



Upper Secondary Education: Denmark  - Types

The 3-year Studentereksamen (stx): Upper Secondary School Leaving Examination

• School type = Gymnasium

• Leads to higher education.

• Must include at least four subjects at A-level and normally three B-level and 
seven C-level subjects.

• Compulsory subjects and levels: Danish A, English B, 2nd foreign language B or A, 
history A, classical studies C, physics C, physical education (PE) C, an artistic 
subject C, mathematics C, religion C, social science, and in addition at least two of 
the subjects biology, chemistry and natural geography at C-level. Most students 
must also complete biology, physics, chemistry or natural geography at B-level.

The 2-year Højere Forberedelseseksamen (hf): Higher Preparatory Examination

• School type = Gymnasium or adult education centers

• Leads to higher education.

• Compulsory subjects and levels: Danish A, English B, mathematics C, physical 
education C, practical/musical subject C, natural science group of subjects (which 
includes biology C, geography C and chemistry C), and the culture and social 
science group of subjects (history B, social science C and religion C).



Upper Secondary Education: Denmark - Types
Note: These programmes will 
be subject to change in the 
coming years, following a 
political agreement between 
the Government and a majority 
in the Danish Parliament.

The 3-year Højere Handelseksamen (hhx): Higher Commercial Examination

• School type = Handelsskole (business school/college). 

• Leads to higher education. 

• There is also an intensive one-year HHX program for students who have 
already completed an STX or HF program.

• Compulsory subjects and levels: Danish A, English A, 2nd foreign language 
B or A, business economics B, marketing B, international economics B, 
contemporary history B, mathematics C, commercial law C and social 
science C.

The 3-year Højere Teknisk Eksamen (htx): Higher Technical Examination

• School type =Teknisk Skole (technical school/college). 

• Leads to higher education.

• Compulsory subjects and levels: Danish A, technical science A, English B, 
physics B, chemistry B, mathematics B, technology B, biology C, 
communication/IT C, social science C and history of technology C.



Upper Secondary Education: Denmark –
Curriculum Hours Note: These programmes will 

be subject to change in the 
coming years, following a 
political agreement between 
the Government and a majority 
in the Danish Parliament.

• STX and HHX: A minimum of 2,470 60-minute lessons. In addition, 
students must allocate time for unsupervised homework with 
written assignments, preparation of texts, research etc. as well as 
for examinations.

• HTX: A minimum of 2,630 60-minute lessons. In addition, students 
must allocate time for unsupervised homework with written 
assignments, preparation of texts, research etc. as well as for 
examinations.

• HF: A minimum of 1,625 60-minute lessons. In addition, students 
must allocate time for unsupervised homework with written 
assignments, preparation of texts, research etc. as well as for 
examinations.

• EUX (see slide 12): The total duration of the general subjects 
corresponds to the duration of the Højere Forberedelseseksamen 
(HF).



Upper Secondary Education: 
Denmark – Curriculum Specifics

Curriculum

• The Ministry of Education draws up curricula for subjects and 
multi-subject courses. Subjects can be taken at three levels: A 
(highest), B, and C (lowest), depending on the subject’s scope 
and depth. As a general rule, the levels system is structured so 
that 

• A-level subjects are allotted 325 hours of 60-minute 
periods;

• B-level subjects have 200 hours of 60-minute periods;

• C-level subjects have 75 hours of 60-minute periods.

• There are a number of exceptions, in the individual programs, 
in particular for A and B levels.



Vocational Education: Denmark 

EGU (Erhvervsgrunduddannelsen) – Vocational Basic Training

• “Sandwich training” targeted at young adults who did not complete compulsory education, 
are unemployed, and/or are academically weak

• Alternates between school-based periods and periods of practical training in one or more 
companies

• Typically 2 years

• No formal qualification awarded

VET (Erhvervsuddannelser) – Initial Vocational Education and Training

• “Sandwich training” targeted at school-leavers and adults with prior vocational experience

• Typically  2-5 ½ years in duration, with the most typical being 3 ½-4 years. 

• Trainees are awarded a journeyman’s certificate (Svendebrev) or similar. 

• Some programs qualify trainees for admission to certain types of short-cycle higher 
education programs.

EUX (Erhvervsuddannelse og gymnasial eksamen) – Vocational Education and 
Training  + General Secondary Examination

• This program was introduced beginning with the 2010/2011 school year. It is a general 
upper secondary education (STX) program which VET students can attend while completing 
their VET program. Not all VET programs will offer this option. 

• The EUX leads to higher education.



Vocational Education: Denmark

• Vocational subject areas include:

• Motor vehicle, aircraft and other means of transportation

• Building and construction

• Construction and user service

• Animals, plants and nature

• Body and style

• Human food

• Media production

• Business

• Production and development

• Electricity, management and IT

• Health, care and pedagogy

• Transport and logistics



Secondary Grading: Denmark

Current 
7-point scale

Old 13- point scale

12 13, 11

10 10

7 9, 8

4 7

02 6

00 5, 03

-3 00

Note: old system in use through August of 2007; new system as of 
September 2007.



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS

Denmark



Studentereksamensbevis 
(stx) 2008

Eksamensresultat = Weighted 
average mark

Gennemsnit = Average
Årskarakter = Yearly average
Eksamenskarakter = Exam grade



Bevis for 
Studentereksamen 
(stx) 2015

Vocabulary
Bevis for Studentereksamen = Certificate for 
the Upper Secondary School Leaving Exam
Eksamen er afsluttet = exam is completed
Årskarakter = yearly mark
Prøvekarakter = mark
Særlige oplysninger = Special information
Ikke medtaellende fag = Non-compulsory 
subjects
Karakter = mark
Foreløbigt Eksamensresultat = preliminary 
exam results
Eksamensresultat = Weighted average mark

Note: 
Danish grades 
ECTS grades



Bevis for højere 
forberedelseseksamen 
(hf) 2014

Vagt = Weighting
Merit = Credit transfer
Større skriftlig opgave = Major 
written assignment



Bevis for Højere 

handelseksamen (hhx)

2014



Bevis for Højere teknisk 

eksamen (htx) 2010



Svendebrev (Apprenticeship 
Certificate) in Bricklaying



Danish Agency for International Education, The Danish Education System
http://ufm.dk/en/publications/2016/files/the_danish_education_system_pd
fa.pdf

Eurydice: National System Overviews on Educational Systems in Europe and 
Ongoing Reforms - Denmark, 2016

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Denmark:Ov
erview

Undervisnings Ministeriet [Ministry of Education] - Formerly 2011-2013 the 
Ministeriet for Børn og Undervisning and 2015-2016 Ministeriet for Børn, 
Undervisning og Ligestilling (Governs primary, secondary, and adult education.)

http://www.uvm.dk/.
UddannelsesGuiden, Undervisnings Ministeriet (Information about educational 
programs available in Denmark. In Danish only. Use Google Chrome [click icon in 
top right URL bar - ] or Google Translate to read.)

http://www.ug.dk/ .
Eksamensbeviser på engelsk (Diplomas in English – translation of educational 
terms and good overview in English of Danish upper secondary education)

http://www.uvm.dk/Uddannelse/Gymnasiale%20uddannelser/Proever%20o
g%20eksamen/~/media/DB75101C3715482AAD7D1B0D11B8E771.ashx

Resources: Denmark



NORWAY



Educational 
Ladder: 
Norway



Regulation of primary and secondary 
education in Norway

• The Education Act is decided by the parliament. It contains the 
general provisions for all school forms and covers both compulsory 
education and upper secondary education.

• The regulations to the Education Act, as well as other ordinances, 
are decided by the government and are more detailed than the 
Act.

• The curriculum is decided on by the Government. It states the 
tasks, overall goals and the values that should underpin teaching in 
the upper secondary school. 

• There are both public and private schools in Norway, but all that 
receives financial support are governed by the same regulations

• Private government-dependent schools

• Private independent schools



Governance of primary and secondary 
education in Norway

• The Norwegian Directorate for Education and training 
has the overall responsibility for supervising 
kindergarten, education and the governance of the 
education sector, as well as the implementation of Acts 
of Parliament and regulations. 

• The Directorate is responsible for all national statistics 
concerning kindergarten, primary and secondary 
education. On the basis of these statistics it initiates, 
develops and monitors research and development.



Secondary Grading: Norway

Indigenous scale Verbal

6 - exceptionally high degree of 
competence in the subject

seks

5- very high degree of 

competence in the subject

fem

4- high degree of competence in 

the subject

fire

3- fair degree of competence in 

the subject

tre

2- low degree of competence in 

the subject

to

1- very low degree of competence 

in the subject

en



Primary and Lower Secondary Education: 
Norway
• School type = Grunnskole: grades 1-10 (ages 6-16)

• Compulsory education lasts 10 years: grades 1-10 (typically ages 6-16). Prior to 
2003, compulsory education was 9 years in duration (ages 7-16).

• After completing grade 10, Grunnskole students sit for a school-leaving 
examination; the final certificate is the Vitnemål fra Grunnskolen

• Subjects studied in the Grunnskole include:

• Norwegian

• Mathematics

• Social Science

• Christianity, Religion and Ethics 
Education (CREE)

• Arts and Crafts

• Natural Science

• English (compulsory from grade 1)

• Foreign Languages/ Language 

In-depth Studies

• Food and Health

• Music

• Physical Education

• Student Council Work

• Optional Program Subject



Distribution of hours per subject in compulsory 
education grades 1-7 and 8-10
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Electives and foreign languages
in primary and lower secondary

• Three most common electives - 60% choose one of 
these:

• Physical Activity and Health

• Production for Hall and Stage

• Nature, Environment and Outdoor life

• Three most common foreign languages

• Spanish – 43%

• German – 39%

• French – 16%



Upper Secondary Education: timeline for 
reforms (1)

• 1976 -> School termed Gymnas

• Qualification: examen artium. Term used ->1982 even in 
new reform

• 1976 -> School termed videregående skole

• Qualification: Vitnemål fra den videregående skolen

• Grunnkurs, VKI, VKII building on each other; four streams

• 1985-> (pilot), all 1991/92-> 

• Qualification: Vitnemål fra den videregående skolen

• Grunnkurs, VKI, VKII building on each other; no streams
more freedom in choosing subjects



Upper Secondary Education: timeline for 
reforms (2)

• -> 1994  Reform 94 (R94)

• Qualification: Vitnemål videregående opplæring, issued 
from 1997 until 2010

• Grunnkurs, VKI, VKII building on each other

• 6 streams + VKII General subjects bridging for vocational 
streams

• -> 2006 Kunnskapsløftet (KL)

• Qualification: Vitnemål for videregående opplæring, 
issued from 2009

• VG1, VG2 and VG3 replaces Grunnkurs, VK1 and VKII

• Hours of 60 min and total number of hours replaces hours 
of 45 min per week



Upper Secondary and Vocational 
Education Kunnskapsløftet

• Thirteen tracks
• Five general study programs

• Access to higher education
• Attended by 60% of the pupils

• 60% have parents with higher education

• Eight vocational programs
• Usually two years in school followed by two year 

apprenticeship
• Bridging to general study program possible

• 62% have parents with lower- or upper secondary 
education



Upper Secondary and Vocational Education -
tracks

• General education – 5 tracks

• Specialisation in Genereal 
Studies

• Sports and Physical 
Education

• Media and 
Communication

• Music Dance and Drama

• Arts, Design and 
Architecture

• Supplementary studies

• Vocational education – 8 
tracks

• Building and Construction

• Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering

• Technical and Industrial 
Production

• Services and Transport

• Restaurant Management 
and Food Processing

• Agriculture, Fishing and 
Forestry

• Design and Crafts

• Healthcare, Childhood and 
Youth Development



Vocational Education by gender
Building and 
Construction

Electrical and 
Electronic 
Engineering

Technical and 
Industrial 
Production

Services and 
Transport

Restaurant  
Management and 
Food Processing

Agriculture, Fishing, 
Forestry

Design and Crafts

Health care, 
Childhood and 
Youth Development

(Boys)
(Girls)



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS

Norway



Examen artium
-> 1976
Access HE



Vitnemål fra 
den 
videregående 
skolen
"Tradisjonell 
struktur" 
(ATA)
Access HE



Vitnemål fra 
den 
videregående 
skolen
"Endret 
struktur" 
(AEA)
Access HE



Vitnemål 
videregående 
opplæring 
"R94"
Access HE



Vitnemål 
videregående 
opplæring
“R94“
Vocational 
with bridging 
to General ed, 
access to HE



Vitnemål for 
videregående 
opplæring
"Kunnskaps-
løftet “
Access HE



Vitnemål for 
videregående 
opplæring 
"Kunnskaps-
løftet"
(back)



Vitnemål for 
videregående 
opplæring
"Kunnskaps-
løftet “
Vocational
Completed 
certificate, but 
no access to HE



Certificate of 
Competence 
does NOT 
entitle the 
holder to a 
certificate
=> No access 
to HE



Ministry of Education and Research 
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/kd.html?id=586

Eurydice: Countries – Description of national education 
systems

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/i
ndex.php/Norway:Overview

The Norwegian Agency for Quality Assurance in Education 
(NOKUT)

http://www.nokut.no/en/ 

The Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training
https://www.udir.no/in-english/

Resources: Norway



Resources: Norway (2)

• The Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training: The 
Education Mirror: Facts and analysis of kindergarten, primary 
and secondary education in Norway 

http://utdanningsspeilet.udir.no/2016/en/



Resources: Norway (3)

• The Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training: 
Dictionary No/Eng and Eng/No for the Primary and Secondary 
Education Sector

• https://www.udir.no/arkivmappe/Ordbok/



Resources: Norway (4a)
Words/expressions used on "vitnemål" and/or "kompetansebevis" used in lower- and 
upper secondary school. 

• Name
• Personal ID no.
• has in yyyy passed
• has in yyyy completed his/her 

compulsory education
• has completed education/training in
• In the education programme for
• compcompletedleted
• passed
• and has achieved general university 

admissions certification
• and has passed vocational training
• and has achieved vocational 

competence
• Continued from page 1

• Navn
• Fødselsnummer
• har i åååå bestått
• har i åååå gjennomgått 

grunnskoleopplæringen
• har gjennomført opplæring som 

omfatter
• i utdanningsprogram for
• fufullførtllført
• bestått
• og har oppnådd generell 

studiekompetanse
• og har bestått fagopplæring
• og har oppnådd yrkeskompetanse
• Fortsettelse fra side 1

Texts to be found as heading on "vitnemål/kompetansebevis"



Resources: Norway (4b)
Words/expressions used on "vitnemål" and/or "kompetansebevis" used in lower- and 
upper secondary school. 

• Hours
• Code
• Subject
• Final assessment grade (Final 

grade)
• Examination grade (Exam 

grade)
• Examination form (Exam form)
• Year
• Comments
• Common core subjects
• Common programme subjects
• Elective subject

• Omfang
• Kode
• Fag
• Standpunktkarakter (Standpunkt-

karakter)
• Eksamens-karakter (Eksamens-

karakter)
• Eksamensform (Eks. form)
• År
• Merknader
• Fellesfag
• Felles programfag
• Valgfag

Texts to be found as heading to subjects



Resources: Norway (5)

Certificates and grading scales

• Here you will find information about the different types of 
certificates (Kunnskapsløftet), the Norwegian grading scale and 
validity.

http://www.udir.no/in-english/certificates-and-grading-scales/

Print

• Norway, PIER World Education Series Country Report, 1994.



SWEDEN



Educational 
Ladder: 
Sweden



Regulation of primary and secondary 
education in Sweden

• The Education Act is decided by the parliament. It contains the 
general provisions for all school forms and covers questions about 
students' rights to education

• The upper secondary school ordinance, and other ordinances, are 
decided by the government and are more detailed than the Act.

• The curriculum is decided on by the Government. It states the 
tasks, overall goals and the values that should underpin teaching in 
the upper secondary school. 

• Subject syllabuses, are decided by the National Agency for 
Education

• There are both public and private schools in Sweden, but all are 
governed by the same regulations



Compulsory Education in Sweden

• Compulsory education (Grundskola) 9 years: grades 1-9 (typically 
ages 7-16). 

• Subjects studied in the Grundskola include

• Swedish/Swedish as a second language

• English

• Mathematics

• Social science subjects

• Natural science subjects, and Technology

• Physical Education

• Home Economics, Arts and Music, Handicraft

• Additional foreign language, or mother tongue, courses

• Additional selective courses

• The total minimum number of curriculum hours for each student is 
6,890 hours.



Compulsory Education in Sweden (cont’d)

• Grades awarded from grade 6

• The final certificate from Grundskola is called Slutbetyg, which 
should always be signed by the principal.

• Some change in eligibility for upper secondary school studies

Percentage of graduating students not eligible for upper secondary 
school studies Total

2015/2016 16,9%

2014/2015 14,4%

2013/2014 13,1%



Upper Secondary Education in Sweden

• School type = Gymnasieskola (Upper secondary school, generally 
ages 16-19)

• Higher Education Preparatory programs or Vocational programs, all 
programs 3 years. Minimum of 2180/2430 teaching hours.

• There are 18 national programs, each with a large number of 
different tracks. 

• 12 vocational programs meant to prepare students for future 
employment in a particular field.

• 6 higher education preparatory programs, meant to prepare students 
for higher education



Upper Secondary Education in  Sweden 
(cont’d)

Vocational programmes

• Child and Recreation Programme (BF)

• Building and Construction Programme 
(BA)

• Electricity and Energy Programme (EE)

• Vehicle and Transport Programme (FT)

• Business and Administration Programme 
(HA)

• Handicraft Programme (HV)

• Hotel and Tourism Programme (HT)

• Industrial Technology Programme (IN)

• Natural Resource Use Programme (NB)

• Restaurant Management and Food 
Programme (RL)

• HVAC and Property Maintenance 
Programme (VF)

• Health and Social Care Programme (VO)

Higher education preparatory 
programs

• Business Management and 
Economics Programme (EK)

• Arts Programme (ES)

• Humanities Programme (HU) 

• Natural Science Programme (NA)

• Social Science Programme (SA)

• Technology Programme (TE)



Upper Secondary Education in  Sweden 
(cont’d)

Compulsory subjects in all programs include:

• Swedish or Swedish as a Second Language: 300 credits (100 credits in 
vocational programs)

• English: 200 credits (100 credits in vocational programs)

• Civics: 100 credits (50 credits in vocational programs)

• Physical Education and Health: 100 credits

• Mathematics: 100 credits

• Science studies: 100 credits (50 credits in vocational programs)

• History: 50 credits

• Religion: 50 credits

• Diploma project: 100 credits

• Electives specific to the chosen program: up to 1100 credits depending 
on program (1600 credits in vocational programs)

• Individual options: 200 credits

• Total: 2500 credits



Final graduation documents:
• Diploma certificate (Examensbevis). 
• Study certificate (Studiebevis). Issued when the diploma 

requirements have not been met

Other documents:
Transcript  (Utdrag ur betygskatalog). Excerpt of finished 
courses, for example of individual courses studied at adult 
education.

All documents should be signed by the principal to be 
considered valid.

Upper Secondary Education in  Sweden 
(cont’d)



Most popular programs (by grade 12 students 2016/2017)

Higher education preparatory programmes
• Natural Science Programme, ca 31 %
• Social Science Programme, ca 21,5 %

Vocational programmes 
• Electricity and Energy Programme, ca 14 %
• Building and Construction Programme, ca 13 % 

Upper Secondary Education in  Sweden 
(cont’d)



Upper Secondary Education in  Sweden 
(cont’d)

Requirements to obtain a vocational 
diploma 

• Students should have grades for 
the education covering 2 500 
credits, of which passing grades 
provide 2 250** credits.

• In the passing grades, the following 
courses are required: 

• Swedish or Swedish as a second 
language 1

• English 5

• Mathematics 1a

• Foundation courses of 400 credits 

• In addition, a pass in the diploma 
project is required.

Requirements to obtain a higher 
education preparatory diploma*

• Students should have grades for 
the education covering 2 500 
credits, of which passing grades 
provide 2 250 credits.**

• In the passing grades, the 
following courses are required:

• Swedish or Swedish as a second 
language 1, 2 and 3

• English 5 and 6

• Mathematics 1b or 1c

• In addition, a pass in the diploma 
project is required.

*The higher education preparatory diploma requirements meet the general requirements for university 
admissions in Sweden. 
**Students can study more than 2500 credits, but they are not counted into the 2500 credits of the program.



Grading Scales in Sweden

2011 Scale Pre 2011 Scale Translation 
Point conversion, 
scale 10-20

A
Mycket väl godkänd 
(MVG)

Pass with special 
distinction 20

B 17,5

C Väl godkänd (VG) Pass with distinction 15

D 12,5

E Godkänd (G) Pass 10

F Icke Godkänd (IG) Failed 0



Statistics

Graduation results 2015/2016
Overall 
(81 058)

Higher ed. 
Prep. (53 727)

Vocational 
(27 331)

Diplomas 89,6% 90,8% 87,3%
Study Certificates (completed studies, 
at least 2500 credits) 10,4% 9,2% 12,7%

Graduating students with general 
eligibility for higher education,  Overall

Higher ed. 
Prep. Vocational

2015/2016 72,0% 90,8% 35,5%
2014/2015 71,3% 90,7% 34,9%
2013/2014 70,3% 91,0% 34,8%

Grade point average, Scale 10-20 Overall
Higher ed. 

Prep. Vocational
Diplomas only, 2015/2016 14,6 15,1 13,5
Diplomas only, 2014/2015 14,5 15,0 13,5
Diplomas only, 2013/2014 14,5 15,1 13,6



University admissions in Sweden

• General entry requirements: same requirements as to 
receive a Higher education preparatory diploma

• Vocational diploma applicants must study additional 
Swedish and English, either during their upper 
secondary school studies or after.

• English for admission (an example): 

• English 6, considered equivalent to Cambridge 
English Advanced (CAE); or

• English 7, considered equivalent to Cambridge 
English Proficiency (CPE)



University admissions in Sweden (cont’d.)

• The new grading scales have affected admissions in 
Sweden due to lower GPA’s.

• Applicants with the new grades have competed in a 
separate selection group to minimize the effect.

• The effect of the lower GPA’s has been decreasing due 
to a number of factors, including that applicants with 
the new grades are making up a larger proportion of 
the population.



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS: CURRENT

Sweden



Examensbevis
from the 
Natural 
Sciences 
program 
(higher ed. 
prep.)



Diploma 
Certificate 
from Adult 
education 
(higher ed. 
prep.)



Diploma 
Certificate from 
Business and 
Administration 
Programme 
(Vocational)



Studiebevis
from 
Handicraft 
Programme    
(Vocational)



Utdrag ur 
betygskatalog 
(Transcript) 
from adult 
education



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS: PAST

Sweden



Slutbetyg from 
the Media 
programme



Slutbetyg from 
adult 
education 
(Komvux)



Questions about an individual’s documents should be directed to the issuing school in question. For 
questions about the school system in general, contact Skolverket (the National Agency for Education). 
https://www.skolverket.se/om-skolverket/andra-sprak/in-english

For questions about admissions and evaluation of Swedish grades in Sweden, please contact 
Universitets- och högskolerådet (Swedish Council for Higher Education). https://www.uhr.se/en/start/

Other source documents
National Agency for Education, Upper Secondary School 2011 overall commentary, diploma goals and 
programme structures

https://www.skolverket.se/om-skolverket/publikationer/visa-enskild-
publikation?_xurl_=http%3A%2F%2Fwww5.skolverket.se%2Fwtpub%2Fws%2Fskolbok%2Fwpub
ext%2Ftrycksak%2FBlob%2Fpdf2801.pdf%3Fk%3D2801

Swedish-English Dictionary of Higher Education
https://www.uhr.se/publikationer/svensk-engelsk-ordbok/

Common terminology for translation of upper secondary education grades
https://www.skolverket.se/polopoly_fs/1.191540!/Common%20terminology%20when%20transl
ating%20upper%20secondary%20school%20grades.pdf

English explanation of Swedish grades
https://www.skolverket.se/polopoly_fs/1.259628!/swedishgrades_bilaga.pdf

Translated Course Syllabuses
https://www.skolverket.se/laroplaner-amnen-och-
kurser/gymnasieutbildning/gymnasieskola/oversattningar

Sweden: Resources



THE U.S. PERSPECTIVE



U.S. Education system

• Decentralized federal structure
• State autonomy and political 

influence

• Curriculum/class-instruction 
focus

• Secondary school completion
• 12 years?

• Curriculum requirements and 
state exams

• High School Diploma

• General Educational 
Development (GED) Certificate

• Lack of university entrance 
credential
• Standardized tests

• Placement exams



University admissions

• Determining equivalency

• Year count

• Benchmark

• Other

• Institutional policy

• State education policies

• Partnerships/feeder schools

• Maintaining equivalent review standards among 
international systems



SURVEY



Question 1: For general admissions decisions, which 
policy do you utilize for review of international 
secondary credentials?
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Question 2: Which policy do you use for review of 
Denmark secondary credentials? 
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Question 3: Which policy do you use for review of 
Norway secondary credentials?
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Question 4: Which policy do you use for review of 
Sweden secondary credentials?
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Question 5: Do you generally award credit/advanced 
standing for 13th year of study completed in an 
international system before university?
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Question 6: Do you generally award credit/advanced standing 
for pre-university study i.e. Advanced Levels, IB Diploma, 
Abitur, CAPE, Quebec CEGEP, etc.?
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Question 7: Do you award credit/advanced standing 
for Norway 13th year?
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Thanks for attending!
If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 

any of  the presenters by email.


