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Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy 
Regulators
Who are we
 Pan-Canadian federation of provincial/territorial physiotherapy regulators.

What do we do
 We support our regulatory members, prospective physiotherapists and stakeholder partners.  

We provide standardized and cost effective:
 Evaluation Services (credential assessments and competency exams)

 Knowledge brokering 

 Policy

 We work in the public interest.

 We evaluate 700 – 800 credential assessments and administer over 3000 physiotherapy 
competency exams per year.



Top Source 
Countries 
for 2018



Who are physiotherapists?

Physical therapists provide services that 
develop, maintain and restore people’s 
maximum movement and functional ability. 
They can help people at any stage of life, when 
movement and function are threatened by 
ageing, injury, diseases, disorders, conditions or 
environmental factors

Source : World Confederation for Physical 
Therapy



What is the difference between the terms physical 
therapy and a physiotherapy?

In Canada and around 
most of the world, both 

terms used 
interchangeably

The term physiotherapist 
most widely used

Ireland used to 
differentiate between the 

terms physical therapy and 
physiotherapy, but now all 

are physiotherapists



What is entry-to-practice?

• Formal physiotherapy education

• Prepares a graduate to practise as a physiotherapist 
in the country where the education was completed 

• Vary in:
• requirements 

• length

• final qualification



Entry to practice 
in Canada
In Canada, as of 
2012, all 14 
universities 
offering 
physiotherapy 
programs are at 
the Master’s level 



Entry-to-Practice Programs: Australia



Entry-to-Practice Programs: 
United Kingdom

Post 
Grad 

Diploma
BPT

MPT DPT



Entry-to-Practice Programs: 
Romania

https://www.wcpt.org/node/150148/cds

https://www.wcpt.org/node/150148/cds


Entry-to-Practice 
Programs: India
Entry to practice 
programs in India 
include:

• Bachelor of 
Physiotherapy

• Diploma of 
Physiotherapy



How do internship 
requirements vary from 
country to country? 

• Clinical Education is a component of entry-to-practice 
curriculum

• Students gain practical experience and engage in a 
range of professional opportunities in various clinical 
settings

• Serves to develop and refine, in a graded fashion, the 
practice skills, confidence, judgment, efficiency and 
responsibility needed by physiotherapy students for 
entry-level practice

• (adapted from CCAPP p. 12)3 3 Canadian Council for 
Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs in Clinical 
Education Requirements for Accreditation, March 2008 
p 12 



Australia

“The quality and quantity 
of clinical education is 
sufficient to produce a 
graduate competent to 
practise across the lifespan 
in a range of environments 
and settings. “



United Kingdom

https://www.csp.org.uk/system/files/documents/2018-10/csp_accreditation_of_qualifying_programmes_in_physiotherapy_quality_assurance_processes.pdf

https://www.csp.org.uk/system/files/documents/2018-10/csp_accreditation_of_qualifying_programmes_in_physiotherapy_quality_assurance_processes.pdf


Nigeria

Two Years of Internships

• 1st Internship
• Part of the 

university program 

• Required for 
graduation

• 2nd Internship
• Post graduation

• For licensure



Standardized Internships
India Philippines



Tunisia

Summary: Physiotherapy 
is somewhat complicated 
in this country, based on 
what we found. It may 
not be at university level 
and it may not be at the 
full physiotherapist level. 



Tunisia- Sample Documents



Tunisia- Sample Documents



Tunisia- Sample Documents



Tunisia

Level of Education Physiotherapy Level

Two agencies indicated credential 
equivalency to a Canadian 
Bachelor’s degree.

Our physiotherapist evaluator 
determined curriculum in line with 
Physiotherapist Assistant.

Quebec regulator determined it 
was not university level.

These graduates could apply to be 
a physical therapist rehabilitation 
specialist in Quebec not a 
physiotherapist.



Tunisia

Outcome: Unable to 
determine if their educational 
credentials and qualifications 
meet CAPR’s credentialling 
standards and requirements



Georgia

Summary

Has entry-level 
physiotherapy programs 
that are university level.



Georgia- Sample Documents



Georgia- Sample Documents



Georgia

Level of Education Physiotherapy Level

Assessment agency confirmed 
credential equivalency to a 
Canadian Bachelor’s degree.

Georgian Association of Physical 
Therapy and Rehabilitation 
confirmed that this credential 
would be considered 
physiotherapy.

WCPT confirmed that Georgia 
offers entry-level physiotherapy 
programs.

Physiotherapist evaluator 
determined education would meet 
our standards.



Georgia

Outcome
Applicant successfully met all 
credentialling requirements



Vietnam

Summary

Has entry-level physiotherapy 
programs that are university 
level but was not easy to 
determine.



Vietnam- Sample Documents



Vietnam- Sample Documents



Vietnam- Sample Documents



Vietnam

Level of Education Physiotherapy Level

Assessment agency confirmed 
credential equivalency to a 
Canadian Bachelor’s degree.

WCPT confirmed that program is in 
physiotherapy.

WCPT confirmed that Vietnam 
offers four-year degree program at 
the university level

Physiotherapist evaluator 
determined education would meet 
our standards.



Vietnam

Outcome: 
Applicant successfully met 
credentialling requirements



China

Summary

Physiotherapy programs are fairly 
new in the mainland, with permission 
granted to establish the first 
physiotherapy program only after 
China won the bid for the Olympic 
games.



China- Sample Documents



China- Sample Documents



China

Rehabilitation has largely been 
the domain of physical medicine 

doctors and their technically 
trained rehabilitation assistants 

known as rehabilitation 
therapists.

The concept of health 
professionals becoming 

independent discipline recently 
emerged within the past 20 

years.



China

Source: The Current Status of Physical Therapy in China, 2013



China

Level of Education Physiotherapy Level

Assessment agency confirmed 
credential equivalency to a 
Canadian Bachelor’s degree.

Physiotherapist evaluator 
determined education would 
meet our standards.



China

Outcome: 
Applicant successfully met 
credentialling requirements



International Physiotherapy Assessment 
Authorities Network (IPAAN)

• Began after various exchanges 
between the Australian 
Physiotherapy Council and CAPR

• Purpose is to have an international 
network of similar organizations 
and stakeholders that can 
exchange information

• Members are from: APC, CAPR, 
CORU Ireland and Health and Care 
Professions Council (UK)
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Questions?



Please Complete a Session Survey
Open Session Details in 

the Website or Mobile App 
Schedule

“Take Survey” Button 
Available 10 Minutes 
Before Session Ends

“Submit” (Then… go find 
coffee!)

Step 1

***NOTE*** 
You must be logged in 

to access session 
surveys.

Step 2 Step 3



Thank you!


