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Our Topics

• Evaluation best practice and methodology 

• Characteristics of professional degree programs

• Identifying official and reliable resources 

• Case studies led by the presenters:

Law  - Physical Therapy

• Case studies discussed in breakout groups:

Pharmacy – Veterinary Medicine – Human Medicine

• Discussion of approaches to evaluation



Standards for the Profession
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/about/standards-for-the-profession/

Professional Competency Profile (PCP)
for Credential Evaluators

https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Professional-Competency-
Profile-PCP-for-Credential-Evaluators-4.pdf

Guide to Credential Evaluation
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Guide-to-Credential-

Evaluation-5.pdf

https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/about/standards-for-the-profession/
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Professional-Competency-Profile-PCP-for-Credential-Evaluators-4.pdf
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Guide-to-Credential-Evaluation-5.pdf


Evaluation Methodology: Confirm and Compare

General 
Characteristics

This Credential Evaluation 
Considerations

Country, Oversight
authority

Institution (name, status)

Program (name, status)

Credential (name, type)

Function of credential in 
the country

Level of program 
(admission, access in the 
country)

Structure (length,
components)

Content

Grading/assessment



Professional Degrees



“Professional” vs. “Academic” Degrees

Professional Degrees:

• Prepare for licensure and 
work in a regulated 
profession

• May have different 
admission requirements 
than “academic” degrees

• Program content is specified 
by external licensing bodies

• Program includes practical 
training periods and 
preparation for licensing 
exam

Academic Degrees:

• Degree content not tied to the 
practice of a specific 
profession

• Admission requirements and 
program content are 
determined by the teaching 
institution or Ministry of 
Ed/Higher Ed rather than 
external licensing bodies

• Flexibility of mobility in the 
academic sphere and the 
employment market



Professional Degrees: 
Common Program Content

• Introduction to the profession

• History, philosophy, ethics of the profession

• Professional content component:
– Fundamentals or foundation courses

– Intermediate or pre-professional courses

– Professional or practice-related courses 

• Practical training periods

• Licensure requirements

• Preparation for licensure examination



International Professional Degrees: Tips for Evaluation

General Characteristics Tips for Evaluation

Country, Oversight authority Institution might be under an authority other than 
“ministry of education” (health, justice, agriculture, 
military, etc.). Regulation of  professional licensing 
often done by a national or regional authority.

Institution (name, status) Might be taught in a separate specialized institution.

Program (name, status) Check program description.

Credential (name, type) Nomenclature might be different from that used for 
“academic” degrees.

Function of credential in the 
country

Often regulated separately from “academic” degrees.

Completion credential might include a professional title 
or qualification. 

Check program description.



International Professional Degrees: Tips for Evaluation

General Characteristics Tips for Evaluation

Level of program (admission, 
access in the country)

In many countries, admission is directly after 
secondary school. Pre-professional coursework, 
if any,  is done within the degree program.

In countries that follow a US-based system, 
admission to a professional program might  
require a “pre-professional” degree or 
undergraduate coursework.

Structure (length, components) Length might be different from/longer than 
“academic” degrees.

Components of professional degree programs  
are similar throughout the world.

Content Contents of professional programs are similar
throughout the world.

Grading/assessment Might be evaluated on a pass/fail basis, 
especially practice components.



Resources on Professional Education in Other Countries

• The institution offering the program

• The ministry or authority that regulates the profession

• Legislation regulating the profession and education in the profession

• Professional association(s) for the profession in the country

• International associations or organizations for the profession
– Examples for Law:

• American Bar Association, Rule of Law Initiative and country initiatives: 
https://www.americanbar.org/advocacy/rule_of_law/

• International Bar Association, key words “Home Country Licensing Questions”:
https://www.ibanet.org/

• The Law Society, UK, Communities, International: 
http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international

TIPS:

– Use terminology from the documents to search for information in the 
original language and other languages as well.

– Use the Internet Archive “Wayback Machine” for older  programs: 
https://web.archive.org/

https://www.americanbar.org/advocacy/rule_of_law/
https://www.ibanet.org/
http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international
https://web.archive.org/


• Law

❖University of Khartoum, Sudan, Bachelor of Laws 
(LL.B.) awarded 2009

• Physical Therapy

❖Misr University for Science and Technology 
(MUST), Egypt, Bachelor’s degree in Physical 
Therapy awarded 2009

❖Cairo University, Egypt, Professional Degree of 
Doctor of Physical Therapy awarded 2017

Case Studies



University of Khartoum, Bachelor of Laws (Honours) (LL.B.), 
awarded 2009









University of Khartoum, Bachelor of Laws (Honours) 
Resources

• Sudanese Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research: 
http://www.mohe.gov.sd/ 

• University of Khartoum: https://www.uofk.edu/index.php/en/ 

• Faculty of Law: https://law.uofk.edu/en/

• Faculty of Law Courses (current programs with curricula): 
https://lms.uofk.edu/course/index.php?categoryid=20

• Sudan Bar Association, Home Country Licensing  Questions  
(information on professional licensure in law in Sudan 
presented by the International Bar Association): 
https://www.ibanet.org/PPID/Constituent/Bar_Issues_Commis
sion/ITILS_Sudan.aspx

http://www.mohe.gov.sd/
https://www.uofk.edu/index.php/en/
https://law.uofk.edu/en/
https://lms.uofk.edu/course/index.php?categoryid=20
https://www.ibanet.org/PPID/Constituent/Bar_Issues_Commission/ITILS_Sudan.aspx


First Professional Degree in Law: 
World Models

Admission 
requires:

Country examples: Degree Structure examples (# of years):

Secondary school 
completion

Most countries 
around the world!

Europe, Bologna countries, some examples:
• 3 (UK; Ireland [Civil Law)]
• 3+1 (Netherlands, France)
• 3+2 Bachelor + Master (many countries)
• 4 (Greece, Turkey, Scotland)
• 4.5 (Germany, Sweden)
• 5 unified long cycle (Poland, Italy, Finland)

Central & South America: 
• 4, 5 or 6, depending on country
Arab Middle East: 4
Francophone Middle East & Africa: 
• 4 or 3+1 (transitioning to French LMD)
CIS Region: 4 or 5, depending on country
Southeast Asia: 4 for many countries
Japan, Korea: 4 for “old system”; 
Australia: 4 for Bachelor of Laws
China: 4
Canada: some jurisdictions



Admission 
requires:

Country examples: Degree Structure examples (# of years):

Secondary 
school 
completion

Combined integrated 
degree programs: 
Australia, India

5-year integrated program (Bachelor of Laws + 
Bachelor of X) in which courses are “cross-
credited” to each degree

Prior degree USA 4-year bachelor + 3-year Juris Doctor

Japan & South Korea 4-year bachelor + Juris Doctor (2 or 3 years) 
[Japan since 2004; S. Korea since 2009]

Australia: Juris Doctor Bachelor of X (non-law) + 3-year Juris Doctor

India Bachelor of X (non-law) + 3-year Bachelor of 
Laws

United Kingdom
(not Scotland)

1-year Post-Graduate Diploma in Law (PGDL) 
or Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL) after a 
bachelor’s degree in a non-law subject

First Professional Degree in Law: 
World Models



Bachelor of Laws (Honours), University of Khartoum
Confirm and Compare

General 
Characteristics

Bachelor of Laws (Honours), 2009
University of Khartoum

Evaluation
considerations

Country, Oversight
authority

Sudan, Ministry of Education; Sudan Bar 
Association (“advocate” licensure)

Recognized

Institution (name, 
status)

University of Khartoum Recognized

Credential (name, 
type)

Bachelor of Laws (Honours) (LL.B.); 
undergraduate degree

Sounds British; 
British system?

Function of the 
credential

First professional degree in law; access to bar 
exam for practice as “advocate”

Professional degree



General 
Characteristics

Bachelor of Laws (Honours), 2009
University of Khartoum

Evaluation
considerations

Level of program Admission requires secondary school 
graduation; gives access to graduate 
(master’s degree) study

How does this compare 
in terms of level in “my 
country”?

Structure (length,
components)

4 years, exam after each year 
(Preliminary, Intermediate, Final Part I, 
Final Part II)

Do I need to analyze
content? Quantitative 
info (credits)?

Content Civil and Sharia law; university 
requirements

Do I make decisions 
about this? Role of 
professional bodies?

Grading/assessment Noted on transcript (verbal and %) If degree is awarded, do I 
need to do anything with 
grading?

Bachelor of Laws (Honours), University of Khartoum
Confirm and Compare



• Similarities and differences? 

• How significant? Substantial?

• Does the purpose of the evaluation matter?

• What is the role of 

– relevant professional bodies? 

– academic Institutions?

Summary: Considerations for 
Evaluation Decision Making



• Associate degrees (Physical Therapy Assisting)

• Diploma programs (2-3 years)
– India: 11+3, 12+3

• Bachelor degrees (BPT) in Physical Therapy (3 years; 3 and ½; 4 
years, discontinued in the US; 5 years), up to a year of 
internship

• Master of Physical Therapy degrees (MPT), US: replaced by DPT 
in 2000 (last awarded in 2008) [professional degree]

– 4+2 or 5 
• Doctor of Physical Therapy degrees (DPT) [professional degree]

– In US: minimum 6 years of study (4+2 or 3+3; or 6 after hs), 
4+3 is most common (bachelor’s and specific coursework 
required for admission to DPT)

– 5 year degrees in many countries

• Academic doctorates

Physical Therapy Education



First page of transcript, Bachelor’s 
Degree in Physical Therapy

Misr University of 

Science and Technology



Misr University of 

Science and Technology



Cairo University

Professional Doctor of Physical Therapy



Physical Therapy Case Resources

• American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) 
http://www.apta.org/

• Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education 
(CAPTE) http://www.capteonline.org/home.aspx

• Foreign Credentialing Commission on Physical Therapy 
(FCCPT) Country Profiles 
http://www.fccpt.org/Connections/Country-Profiles

• Supreme Council of Universities, Egypt: 
http://www.scu.eun.eg/

• National Physical Therapy associations: 
https://physicaltherapyweb.com/physical-therapy-
physiotherapy-organizations/

http://www.apta.org/
http://www.capteonline.org/home.aspx
http://www.fccpt.org/Connections/Country-Profiles
http://www.scu.eun.eg/
https://physicaltherapyweb.com/physical-therapy-physiotherapy-organizations/


Evaluation Methodology: Confirm and Compare

General 
Characteristics

This Credential Evaluation 
Considerations

Country, Oversight
authority

Institution (name, status)

Program (name, status)

Credential (name, type)

Function of credential in 
the country

Level of program 
(admission, access in the 
country)

Structure (length,
components)

Content

Grading/assessment



• Associate degrees in Pharmacy Technology
• Diplomas 

– Two-year
– Three-year

• Bachelor degrees
– Some older three-year bachelor’s
– Four-year: Pharmaceutical Sciences (professional and non-

professional)
– Five-year: Pharmacy

• Master degrees
– Pharmacy Administration, 
– Health-System Pharmacy
– Clinical Pharmacy

• Doctor of Pharmacy, five years (Pakistan), six years (US, 
others)

Pharmacy Education Global Models



Pharmacy Resources

• American Pharmacists Association 
https://www.pharmacist.com/

• Canadian Pharmacists Association 
https://www.pharmacists.ca/

• National Association of Boards of Pharmacy (NABP) 
https://nabp.pharmacy/

• International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) 
https://www.fip.org/pharmacy-education

https://www.pharmacist.com/
https://www.pharmacists.ca/
https://nabp.pharmacy/
https://www.fip.org/pharmacy-education


Evaluation Methodology: Confirm and Compare

General 
Characteristics

This Credential Evaluation 
Considerations

Country, Oversight
authority

Institution (name, status)

Program (name, status)

Credential (name, type)

Function of credential in 
the country

Level of program 
(admission, access in the 
country)

Structure (length,
components)

Content

Grading/assessment



Name of qualification:
Master of Pharmacy

Level: Masters
Official length: 4 years
Access requirement: 
https://www.hud.ac.uk/registry/
regulations-and-policies/awards/
(Section D) 



M
P

h
arm

p
ro

gram
 d

etails



• Master of Pharmacy
– Admission requirement: A-levels (Chem and add’l

science subject)
– Four years, including practical component
– Accredited by the General Pharmaceutical Council 

(GPhC)

What is the comparability of this credential? 
– What are concerns about comparability to your 

system?
– Share one or two issues that your group discussed.

Pharmacy case study: UK



• Associate’s degree in Veterinary Technology 

• Diplomas, Higher National Diplomas in Veterinary Assisting

• First professional degree after four years (China, India)
• First professional degree after four and one-half years (Brazil, others)
• First professional degree after five years (China, India, many others)
• First professional degree after six years (Libya, other)

– [First professional degrees are sometimes called Bachelor, sometimes 
Doctor]

• Bachelor degrees (non-professional)
– Four-year: Veterinary Science/Veterinary Technology

• Master degrees
– Veterinary Pathology

• Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (5 years post-secondary; US, others 4+4)
• Doctor of Philosophy (academic doctorates)

Veterinary Medicine Education Global Models



Veterinary Medicine Resources

• AVMA 
https://www.avma.org/ProfessionalDevelopment/Ed
ucation/Foreign/Pages/ECFVG-world-colleges-
degrees.aspx

• North American Veterinary Medical Education 
Consortium Roadmap for Veterinary Medical 
Education in the 21st Century 
http://www.aavmc.org/data/files/navmec/navmec_r
oadmapreport_web_single.pdf

• World Veterinary Association 
http://www.worldvet.org/

• Chinese Veterinary Medical Association 
http://www.cvma.org.cn:8088/eng/index.aspx

https://www.avma.org/ProfessionalDevelopment/Education/Foreign/Pages/ECFVG-world-colleges-degrees.aspx
http://www.aavmc.org/data/files/navmec/navmec_roadmapreport_web_single.pdf
http://www.worldvet.org/
http://www.cvma.org.cn:8088/eng/index.aspx


Evaluation Methodology: Confirm and Compare

General 
Characteristics

This Credential Evaluation 
Considerations

Country, Oversight
authority

Institution (name, status)

Program (name, status)
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• Bachelor of Agriculture
– Admission requirement: huikao, gaokao

– Four years, including practical component

What is the comparability of this credential? 
– What are concerns about comparability to your 

system?

– Share one or two issues that your group 
discussed.

Veterinary Medicine Case Study: China



Degrees in Human Medicine 
Global Models

• Common components of medical degree programs:

– Pre-medical + pre-clinical + supervised clinical

– Post-degree clinical work. Some examples of terminology used 
in various countries:
• Internship; Foundation programme; House officer training or 

Housemanship; internatura/ordinatura

– Residency may be required for licensure

– Examination required for licensure

– Medical degree gives access to study in related fields at next 
degree level



Degrees in Human Medicine Global Models, Degree Structures

• Most countries of the world:
– Admission after secondary school

– Continuous program integrates pre-medical, pre-clinical and clinical components

– Length: 4, 5, 6 or 7 years, depending on country

– Post-degree internship required

– Licensing requires residency and licensure exam

• USA and US-patterned countries:
– Bachelor’s degree required for admission, with undergraduate pre-medical courses

– MD program comprised of pre-clinical and clinical components

– Length: 4 years

– Post-degree internship required

– Licensing requires residency and licensure exam

• Hybrid admission model(s) / options:
– Entry options either (1) after secondary school or (2) after some postsecondary 

education

– “Graduate entry” with advanced standing for degree holders 



Evaluating Degrees in Human Medicine: 
Other Things to Watch for…

• Traditional medicine and other healing systems

• Medical specialty areas may differ from one country to 
another

• Medical programs offered in English in non-English-
speaking countries to draw international students

• Red flags pointing to “problematic” medical schools or 
degrees
– Recognition status issues in locations with no or weak 

regulation of institutions and/or programs

– Fraud issues related to medical schools, medical training, 
medical credentials



Degrees in Human Medicine: Resources

• Stages and Transitions in medical education around the world: Clarifying 
structures and terminology in Medical Teacher 35(4), Jan. 2013: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/235381873_Stages_and_transitions_in_medical_
education_around_the_world_Clarifying_structures_and_terminology

• The current medical education system in the world in J Med Dent Sci. 2011 
Jul 4; 58(2):79-83: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23896789

• WHO Global Health Workforce Alliance: 
https://www.who.int/workforcealliance/en/

• World Medical Association:  https://www.wma.net/

• Medical licensing authorities in the jurisdiction of the credential being 
evaluated

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/235381873_Stages_and_transitions_in_medical_education_around_the_world_Clarifying_structures_and_terminology
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23896789
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23896789
https://www.who.int/workforcealliance/en/
https://www.wma.net/


Evaluation Methodology: Confirm and Compare
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Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland
MB.BCh.BAO, awarded 2004



Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
MB.BCh.BAO

• RCSI has had degree-awarding power under Ministry of Education and 
Skills since 2003. Previously under National University of Ireland.

• Medical Council sets standards for medical programs.

• Admission - 3 options:
– School Leaver (after Leaving Certificate or equivalent)

– Mature (age 23+) (after Leaving Certificate or equivalent)

– Graduate (after an undergraduate degree)

• Gives access to training in medical specialties and graduate programs in 
medicine.

• 6 years full-time (5 for Graduate entry)
– Foundation Year (for School Leaver and Mature admits) – pre-med biomedical sciences

– Junior Cycle (18 months) – biosciences

– Intermediate Cycle (18 months) – clinical preparation

– Senior Cycle (2 years) – clinical rotations







Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland
MB.BCh.BAO, awarded 2004



Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland
Bachelor of Medical Sciences BSc (Hons), 

awarded 2016 based on enrollment 2012-14



Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland – Comparison of Programs

Bachelor of Medical Sciences 
BSc (Hons)

MB.BCh.BAO



• MB.BCh.BAO awarded 2004

• Bachelor of Medical Sciences BSc (Hons) awarded 2016

What is the difference between these credentials?

What is the comparability of each credential? 

– What are concerns about comparability to your 
system?

– Share one or two issues that your group discussed.

Human Medicine Case Studies
Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland

(Two different credentials)



Evaluating International 
Professional Degrees 

Session Summary

• Evaluation best practice and methodology 

• Characteristics of professional degree programs

• Identifying official and reliable resources 

• Case studies led by the presenters:

Law  - Physical Therapy

• Case studies discussed in breakout groups:

Pharmacy – Veterinary Medicine – Human Medicine

• Discussion of approaches to evaluation



Please Complete a Session Survey
Open Session Details in 

the Website or Mobile App 
Schedule

“Take Survey” Button 
Available 10 Minutes 
Before Session Ends

“Submit” (Then… go find 
coffee!)

Step 1

***NOTE*** 
You must be logged in 

to access session 
surveys.

Step 2 Step 3
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