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Presentation overview

• Country, State, Territory, or ??

• Disputed territories and Unrecognized States
• Where on Earth?

• What’s the (political) problem?

• Realities – real and conceived

• Evaluation of Qualifications – the big discussion

AND YOU WILL BE INVOLVED!

• Possible solutions



What makes a state?
The Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States of 1933 

sets out several requirements: 

(1) a permanent population 

(2) a defined territory

(3) government and 

(4) the capacity to enter into relations with other States

Unrecognized states are territories that have achieved de facto 

independence, yet have failed to gain international recognition as independent 

states. 
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When is a state recognized as independent?

A territory becomes a sovereign state when its independence is recognized by 

the United Nations.
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Challenges related to assessment of qualifications

• Which system of education and which country does the educational

credential belong?

• New and unknown document design

• Duplicate institutions

• Fraud

• Limited possibilities for verification – closures and relocation of institutions, 

inaccessible archives
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Ethical obligations: freedom of movement
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Legal obligations: Lisbon Recognition Convention 

10/18/2019 | 9Evaluation of qualifications from unrecognized and disputed territories



Parties of the Convention

• The Convention is binding between the states which have signed or ratified 

the Convention

However:

• The criteria and procedures of the Convention shall be applied to recognition 

of education from all the recognized states

Party of the convention = State
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The «other» 11 (or so):

1. Abkhazia

2. Cook Islands

3. Kosovo

4. Nagorno-Karabakh

5. Niue

6. Northern Cyprus

7. Somaliland

8. South Ossetia

9. Taiwan

10. Transnistria

11. Western Sahara
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2 non-member states are maintaining permanent 

observer missions at UN Headquarters: Holy See and 

State of Palestine
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Geography of Europe’s «grey zones»

1. Donetsk People’s

Republic (DNR)

2. Lugansk People’s

Republic (LNR)

3. Crimea

4. Transnistria

5. Abkhasia

6. South-Ossetia

7. Nagornyi

Karabakh

Source: European Council on 

Foreign Relations (ECFR)
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Challenges related to assessment of qualifications

• Which system of education and which country does the educational

credential belong?

• New and unknown document design

• Duplicate institutions

• Fraud

• Limited possibilities for verification – closures and relocation of institutions, 

inaccessible archives
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‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’

Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus (Kuzey Kıbrıs Türk

Cumhuriyeti) - 1.1 million people

Northern Cyprus is considered by 

the international community to be 

part of the Republic of Cyprus.

United States Central Intelligence Agency - CIA World 

Factbook: Cyprus.



Higher education institutions on the territory of the

Northern Cyprus

Council of Higher Education: overview of the higher education institutions in

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus

•American University of Cyprus

•Cyprus Science University

•Cyprus Social Science University

•Eastern Mediterranean University

•University of Kyrenia

•Girne American University

•European University of Lefke

•Cyprus International University

•Near East University

•University of Mediterranean Karpasia

•Cyprus Health and Social Sciences University

•Final International University

http://www.auc.edu.tr/en/
http://csu.edu.tr/
http://kisbu.edu.tr/
http://ww1.emu.edu.tr/en/
http://kyrenia.edu.tr/?lang=en
http://www.gau.edu.tr/en/
http://www.eul.edu.tr/
http://www.ciu.edu.tr/en
https://neu.edu.tr/
http://www.akun.edu.tr/en-US
http://eng.kstu.edu.tr/
https://www.final.edu.tr/


Taiwan / Republic of China (ROC)

Taiwan / Republic of

China (ROC) – 23 million people

• Recognized by 21 UN-member

states and Holy See

• Taiwan is claimed by People’s

Republic of China (PRC)



QA of higher education in Taiwan



Republic of Kosovo

Republic of Kosovo - 1.8 million 
people

• Partially recognized state and 
disputed territory in Southeastern 
Europe

• Recognized by 108 UN-member 
states

• Serbia claims the territory



QA of higher education in Kosovo



‘Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic’

Transnistria – breakaway state, that 

is internationally recognized as part 

of Moldova – 0.5 million people
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https://reconsideringrussia.org

https://reconsideringrussia.org/


‘Republic of South Ossetia’, ‘Republic of Abkhazia’

• Republic of South Ossetia –

disputed territory, interntionally

recognized as Georgian territory –

53.000 people

• Republic of Abkhazia –

selfdeclared state, internationally

recognized as Georgian territory –

240.000 people
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Azerbaijan-Armenian Conflict

https://blogs.kent.ac.uk/carc/2018/04/15/the-nagorno-karabakh-conflict/

Nagorno-Karabakh –

disputed territory –

150.000 people
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Please Complete a Session Survey

Open Session Details in the 

Website or Mobile App 

Schedule

“Take Survey” Button 

Available 10 Minutes Before 

Session Ends

“Submit” (Then… go find 
coffee!)

Step 1

***NOTE*** 

You must be logged in to 

access session surveys.

Step 2 Step 3



Thank you!


