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Session Overview 

• China’s Secondary Education System 

• High School Internal Transcript  

• Huikao/Academic Proficiency Test  

• National College Entrance Exam(Gaokao) 

• International Secondary Programs  

• Verification   
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Current 
Educational 
System in 
China 

Source: https://internationaleducation.gov.au 



Senior Secondary Education 
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Academic Track 

• General Senior Secondary 
School (普通高中) 

• Length: 3 years  

• Graduation: based on 
provincial/municipal 
examinations (Huikao or 
Academic Proficiency Test) 

Vocational Track 

• Secondary Specialized  
School (中等专业学校); 
Vocational School (职业学
校) ; Technical School (技
工学校) etc. 

• Length:2-4 years 

• Graduation: based on school 
exams or more recently the 
provincial vocational 
academic proficiency test 

 



Secondary Graduation Examinations and 
Tertiary Entrance Examinations 
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• 1) General Senior Secondary Graduation Examination (普通高中毕业会考), also known as Huikao  

 

• 2) Senior Secondary Academic Proficiency Test (高中学业水平测试/考试) , also known as APT 

 

 

 
• National College Entrance Exam (NCEE) (普通高等学校招生全国统一考试), also known as Gaokao (高考) 

 

 

 

Secondary Graduation 

Tertiary Entrance 



Available Documents 

● High School Internal Transcripts 

● Huikao/APT Results Certificate 

● Gaokao Results 

● Graduation Certificate 
 
 



One student, three results! 

    Huikao Result Internal School Transcript   Gaokao Result 



HS Diploma/Graduation Certificate 



Quick Survey 

Slido.com, event code #: 4989 
 

• What kind of secondary grade reports do 
 you currently ask from Chinese students? 
 

1) High school internal transcript only 

2) Huikao/ APT results only 

3) Gaokao results only 

4) Combination of the above two or three 
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High School Internal Transcript  

Photo: pixabay.com 



Complete  
High School 
Transcripts 
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High School Transcripts  
 
- Fewer subjects listed 
- Chinese, Math and 
English out of 150 marks 
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Incomplete High School 
Transcript Sample 1 



Incomplete High School  
Transcript Sample 2 
 
-With AP courses 



High School Internal Transcript Summary 
 
 

• More comprehensive, includes most 
subjects studied*  

• Exams are conducted every semester 

• Difficulty level: medium to high  

 

 *A lot of the time music, arts and technology subjects are 
omitted from transcript  
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Discussion 

Do you ask for high school internal transcript?  

Why/why not? 



How would you evaluate high school  
internal transcript ? 



2004 Senior Secondary School Curriculum 

18 So
u

rc
e:

 In
te

rn
at

io
n

al
 Q

u
al

if
ic

at
io

n
s 

A
ss

es
sm

en
t 

Se
rv

ic
e

 (
IQ

A
S)

: I
n

te
rn

a
ti

o
n

a
l E

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

 
g

u
id

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t 
o

f 
Ed

u
ca

ti
o

n
 f

ro
m

 C
h

in
a

, 2
0

0
8

. 
h

tt
p

:/
/e

m
p

lo
ym

en
t.

al
b

er
ta

.c
a/

Im
m

ig
ra

ti
o

n
/6

4
32

.h
tm

l  

学习领域  

Study Areas 

科目  

Subjects 

必修学分 

Compulsory 

Subjects Credits 

选修学分Ⅰ 

Elective credits I 

选修学分Ⅱ 

Elective credits II  

语言与文学  

language and literature 

语文 chinese language  10  

根据社会对人才多样化的需求，适

应学生不同潜能和发展的需要，在

共同必修的基础上，各科课程标准

分类别、分层次设置若干选修模块

，供学生选择。 

 

Electives with standards of different 

kinds and levels, based on the 

students capacities and 

development on a common 

compulsory base. 

 

学校根据当地社会、经济、科
技、文化发展的需要和学生的
兴趣，开设若干选修模块，供
学生选择 

 

 

 

 

The school offers elective 

modules to the student based 

on local social, economic, 

technolo-gical and cultural 

develop-mental needs and the 

student’s interest。 

外语 foreign language 10 

数学 mathematics 数学 math 10 

人文与社会 

humanities and society 

思想政治 politics 8 

历史 history 6 

地理 geography 6 

科学 science 

物理 physics 6 

化学 chemistry 6 

生物 biology 6 

技术 technology 
技术 technology   

(含信息技术和通用技术） 

8 

艺术 arts 
艺术或 / 音乐、美术  

art or music, fine art 
6 

体育与健康  

physical education and health 
体育与健康   11 

综合实践 活动  

Comprehensive   

practical activities 

研究性学习活动  
research study activities 

15 

社区服务 community service 2 

社会实践 social practice 6 

2004 Credit System 

http://employment.alberta.ca/Immigration/6432.html


2017 Senior Secondary School Curriculum 
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Secondary School Grading Scales 
Most Common Grading Scale 

90-100             优 / 优秀 

80-89               良 / 良好 

70-79               中/中等 

60-69               及/及格 

0-59                 不及格 

Excellent 

Good 

Fair/Average/Medium 

Marginal 

Fail 

Pass/Fail Grading  Scale 

合格   /  通过 

不合格   /  不通过 

Qualified/Pass 

Not Qualified/Fail 

 

Courses Graded Differently  

Chinese, Math and 

Foreign Language  

Sometimes max. grade is 

150 instead of 100  

 *Customized grading scales are also used by some schools, e.g. 85-100=A 



Huikao and Academic Proficiency Test  

Photo ©Jade Jiang Rieger 



 

Huikao and Academic Proficiency Test  
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•  Huikao = General Senior Secondary Graduation Examination  

     (普通高中毕业会考) 

 

• APT= Senior Secondary Academic Proficiency Test  

     (高中学业水平测试/考试) 

 

• Huikao or APT are senior high school graduation examination. Huikao 
started in a few provinces in the late 1980s, and official national 
regulation was introduced by the MOE in 1990.  
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Huikao and Academic Proficiency Test  

Senior high school graduation examination  

Administered at a unified provincial/municipal level 

Contains both theoretical and practical components to ensure both academic and hands-on 
proficiency 

Conducted once the course of study is complete for a certain subject 

Successful passing of all designated tests results in receiving a high school graduation certificate 

APT results are now sometimes being taken into consideration when seeking university admissions 



Most Common Exam Structure 

⮚ Subjects:  

   Chinese, Mathematics, Foreign Languages, Politics, History,  
Geography, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Information Technology, 
Physics Lab, Chemistry Lab, Biology Lab 

 

 ⮚ Grading Scales:  

     - Letter grades for theoretical exams   

     - Pass/fail for lab exams and PE 

 

     Four-tier grading: A, B, C, D (D=F) 

     Five-tier grading: A, B, C, D, E (E=F) 
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Sample of Huikao Certificate  

Subject              Grade 

Subject            Grade 

Beijing Education Examinations 

Authority 

Lab 



Fujian Province Huikao Sample Shanghai APT Sample 

Only three 

graded 

subjects 

No Chinese, 

Math and 

English 

listed 



Huikao/APT Summary  

 

• Graduation Exam 
• Exam structure varies in each 

province/municipality 
• Exams can be retaken  

• Difficulty level: relatively easy  
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Discussion  

 

Do you require Huikao/APT?  
Do you accept Huikao/APT?  

Why/Why not? 



How would you evaluate 
Huikao/APT? 



Gaokao 高考 

The National College Entrance Exam 

30 
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•  Uniform exam administered nationwide once a year.  

•  Held in July before 2003, and in June after 2003.  

•  Recently, some provinces introduced an additional so-called “Spring NCEE” session 

administered in January. 

•  Scores determine which higher education institution and what type of program(zhuanke and 

benke) the student can attend 

 



 
                        Gaokao 高考 
 
 ●Streams: Science and Humanities 

●Mode: 3+X 

 

 

“3” 

Chinese 

Mathematics 

Foreign Language 

 

Physics  

Chemistry 

Biology 

History 

Geography 

Politics 

             Science Stream 

Humanities Stream 



Gaokao result sample 



 

Gaokao Reforms 
 

● Implementation: 2017-2022 

● No more streams 

●  3+3 Mode:  

   3 Gaokao exam subjects (Chinese, Math, 

Foreign Language) + 

   3 Academic Proficiency Tests subjects  

●  Foreign Language: 2 opportunities  
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● APT: Academic Proficiency Test  

●APT grading scale: A+=70; A=67; B+=64; B=61; B-=58; C+=55; C=52; C-=49; D+=46; D=43; E=40 (F) 

● Chinese, Math and Foreign Language: 150/subjects 

● Source: http://gaokao.eol.cn/zui_xin_dong_tai_2939/20140919/t20140919_1177783_1.shtml 

 

Gaokao Reforms 

  Shanghai 2017-Present  
 

 

 

 



Gaokao  Summary  

• Exam held once at the end of 
Grade 12  

• Max. score for each subject 
varies by province 

• Might not reflect all students’ 
actual competency level  

• Most difficult exams 
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Discussion 

Do you ask for Gaokao results?  
Why /Why not? 



How would you evaluate 
Gaokao results? 



International School Programs 

• Both Chinese and foreign curriculum 

• Foreign curriculum only  
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Secondary 
International 
Schools 
Case study 1 



Secondary 
International  
Schools 
Case study 1 



Secondary 
International 
Schools 
Case study 1 



Study in China  
leading to 
Foreign 
Credential 
Case study 2 



Study in 
China leading 
to Foreign 
Credential 
Case study 2 



CHESICC Verification Reports 

• What does CHESICC 
verify at the secondary 
level? 

- Graduation Certificates* 

- Huikao/APT Results 

- Gaokao Results 

 

* Currently only for general academic 
track  



Discussion 

Do you require students to submit CHESICC 
verification report? Why/why not? 

 



 

Jade Jiang Rieger: jjrieger@ece.org 

Chris Adams: adamschr@iu.edu    
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Questions？ 

mailto:jjrieger@ece.org
mailto:adamschr@iu.edu


Please Complete a Session Survey 

Open Session Details in 

the Website or Mobile 

App Schedule 

“Take Survey” Button 

Available 10 Minutes 

Before Session Ends 

“Submit” (Then… go 

find coffee!) 

Step 1 

***NOTE***  

You must be logged 

in to access session 

surveys. 

Step 2 Step 3 
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