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Session Overview 

● Overview of the Education System (with NQF) 
● Secondary Education  
● Post-Secondary Education 
● Fraud and Verification 
● International Cooperation and Investment 
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    Introduction to Vietnam 
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Administrative Structure of Vietnam 



 
Vietnamese Personal Names 
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Family Name →  
Middle Name → 
Individual Name 

                      Indiana Handsome Jones(ENG) -> Jones Handsome Indiana(VTM)  
                        Nguyen Thi Kim Giang (VTM) -> Giang Thi Kim Nguyen (ENG) 

Middle names 
generally 

indicate gender 
Females are 

often Thi 

Males are often 
Van, Huu, Duc, 

Dinh, Ngoc, Quang, 
or Cong 



Vietnamese Outbound Students  

● Vietnam has become a top emerging international education market in 
recent years  

● United States: Vietnam remains the sixth leading country of origin for 
all international students since 2015 (IIE Open Doors report) 

● Canada: Vietnam is one of the fastest growing countries of origin in 
Canada, +89% in 2017, and +46% in 2018, ranking fifth (Canadian 
Bureau for International Education) 

● Top destinations: USA, Australia, UK, Canada and Japan  
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Overview of the Vietnamese Education System 
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Educational System of Vietnam 

Source: https://naric.edu.vn/ 

 Academic Calendar: 
1st  Semester: Sept- Jan 
2nd Semester: Feb- June 
 

 
 Compulsory Education: 
9 Years, including 5 years of 
Primary Education and 4 years  
of Basic Secondary Education 

https://naric.edu.vn/


 
 

Vietnam National Qualifications Framework 

● Officially approved in October 2016 
● Designed to be compatible with the 

ASEAN Qualifications Reference 
Framework 

● Promote transparency and 
transferability of students and 
workers within ASEAN region 

 

 



Structure of Vietnam Education System with NQF  

Source:https://giaoduc.net.vn 

https://giaoduc.net.vn/


Vietnam National Qualifications Framework  
NQF Level Qualification Type Minimum Academic Load 

Level 1 Certificate I (Primary I)  5 Credits 

Level 2 Certificate II (Primary II) 15 Credits  

Level 3 Certificate III (Primary III) 25 Credits  

Level 4 Intermediate Diploma 35 or 50 Credits 

Level 5 College (Associate Degree) 60 Credits 

Level 6 Bachelor Degree 120-180 Credits  

Level 7 Master Degree  60 Credits  

Level 8 Doctorate Degree 90 Credits 

Source: https://naric.edu.vn/ 

https://naric.edu.vn/


VNQF Implementation and Challenges 

● Implementation 
-     Collaborate with British Council in Vietnam 

to ensure the successful implementation of 
the NQF 

● Challenges  
- New concept in Vietnam 
- Lack of experts 
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Secondary Education 
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          Secondary Education - Upper Secondary   
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Credential Awarded: 
General Secondary Education Graduation Diploma(Bằng Tốt Nghiệp Trung Học Phổ Thong) 

Secondary School Leaving 
Examination (thi tốt nghiệp 
trung học phổ thông) at the 

end of Grade 12 

Minimum average required to 
pass and to take the 
National University 

Entrance Exam (NUEE) 

Secondary Education- Academic Stream 

Post-2015: Combined leaving exam and college 
entrance exam 



16 

- DOET: Department of Education and Training (Sộ Giáo dục và Đào tạo) – Municipal or provincial education body 
- MOET: Ministry of Education and Training (Bộ Giáo dục và Đào tạo) – National education body established in 1990 
- DOE: Department of Education (Sộ Giáo dục) – National education body through 1989 

 

Secondary Education: Graduation Diplomas 
Credential Awarded English Translation Years Awarded Issuing Body’s  

Identifying Feature 
Format 

Bằng Tốt nghiệp Trung học 
Phổ thong (new format) 

Graduation Diploma for 
General Upper Secondary 
Education 

2008 or 2009 to the present Round red stamp of DOET with 
signature; MOET hologram upper 
left 

7.5”x 5” 
landscape 

Bằng Tốt nghiệp Trung học 
Phổ thong (old format) 

Graduation Diploma for 
General Upper Secondary 
Education 

2004-2008 or 2009 Round red stamp of DOET with 
signature; MOET is named on 
upper left along with hologram 

7.5”x 5” 
landscape 

Bằng Trung học Phổ thông Diploma for General 
Upper Secondary 
Education 

2000-2003 Round red stamp of DOET with 
signature; MOET is named on 
upper left along with hologram 

7.5”x 5” 
landscape 

Bắng Tú tài, Phổ thông Trung 
học   

Diploma for High School, 
General Upper Secondary 
Education 

1996-1999 Round red stamp of DOET with 
signature; MOET named on upper 
left 

7.5”x 5” 
landscape 

Bằng Tốt nghiệp Phổ thông 
Trung học 

Graduation Diploma for 
General Upper Secondary 
Education 

1992-1995 
 
1991 

Round red stamp of DOET 
Round red stamp of DOET or DOE 

Booklet 7.75”x 5” national 
exam marks on reverse 



Secondary: Lower Secondary since 2008/2009 
Graduation Diploma  
Bằng Tốt Nghiệp Trung Học Có Số 
(Graduation Diploma of Lower Secondary Education)  
 
Newest format (since 2008 or 2009) 



Secondary: Lower Secondary 2004-2008/9   



Secondary: Lower Secondary Translation  



Secondary: Graduation Diploma since 2009 



Secondary Education: Diploma Translated 



Secondary: Graduation Diploma 2004-2008  



Secondary: Provisional Certificate  



Secondary: Provisional Translation  



     Secondary: Hoc Ba (Study Book)  



Secondary: Study Book Translation  



Secondary: Hoc Ba Continued  



Secondary: Hoc Ba Continued Translation  



Secondary: Standard Grading  



Post-Secondary Education 
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Post-Secondary: Searching for HEIs 



Post-Secondary: Searching for HEIs   



Post-Secondary: Types of Institutions 

    Photos © Jade Jiang Rieger 



Post-Secondary: Enrollment Options  

    Photos © Jade Jiang Rieger 



Post-Secondary: Junior College Diploma  



Post-Secondary: Junior College Diploma  



Post-Secondary: Bachelor Degree  
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Post-Secondary: Program Duration 



Post-Secondary: University Diploma  



Post-Secondary: Bilingual University Diploma 



Post-Secondary: Common Grading Scale 



Post-Secondary: Official 4-Point Grading Scale  



Post-Secondary: Bachelor Transcript 



Post-Secondary: Transcript Translation 



Post-Secondary: Bilingual Transcript 



Post-Secondary: Master Degree 



Post-Secondary: Doctoral Degree 



Post-Secondary: Medical Doctor 



Foreign Universities with a Vietnam Campus 



Toolkit for Reading Vietnamese Credentials 
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 Glossary of Vietnamese Educational Terms I  
Vietnamese  English 
Trung Hoc Co So Lower Secondary School 

Trung Hoc Pho Thong General Secondary School (High School) 

Pho Thong Trung Hoc General Secondary School (High School) 

Truong Cao Dang  College, Community College, Junior College 

Truong Dai Hoc University 

Bang Tot Nghiep Graduation Diploma  

Bang Tot Nghiep Trung Hoc Pho Thong General Secondary School Graduation Diploma 

Bang Tot Nghiep Cao Dang Junior College Graduation Diploma  

Bang Tot Nghiep Cao Dang Nghe Vocational College Graduation Diploma 

Bang Tot Nghiep Dai Hoc University Graduation Diploma 

Bang Tot Nghiep Trung Cap Chuyen Nghiep Intermediate Professional Education Diploma  

Bang Tot Nghiep Trung Hoc Chuyen Nghiep Vocational Education Graduation Diploma 

Chung Nhan Tot Nghiep Certificate of Graduation  



 Glossary of Vietnamese Educational Terms II  
Vietnamese  English 
Hoc Ba  Study Book (High School Transcript) 

Bang Diem Transcript 

Phieu Diem Hoc Tap Academic Transcript  

Ket Qua Hoc Tap Academic Transcript  

Sinh Vien / Hoc Sinh Student  

Ngya Sinh Date of Birth  

Nganh hoc Field of Study  

Mon hoc Subjects 

Diem Grade  

So Tiet Class Hours 

Nam Year 

Hoc Ky Semester 

Xep Loai Classification/ Ranking 



 Glossary of Vietnamese Educational Terms III  
Vietnamese  English 
Bang Cu Nhan Degree of Bachelor  
Bang Thac Si Degree of Master  
Tien Si  Doctor of Philosophy  
Bang Ky Su Degree of Engineer  
Bang Duoc Si Degree of Pharmacist  
Bac Si Rang Ham Mat Doctor of Dentistry 
Bac Si Y Da Khoa Doctor of Medicine  
Chinh Quy Full time, regular enrollment 

Mo Rong Full-time, pen enrollment 

Chuyen Tu Full-time, shortened enrollment 

Tu hoc Part-time, guided self learning 

Tu xa Part-time, distance learning 



Translations: Secondary Education  



Translations: Post-Secondary Education 



Translations: Post-Secondary Education  



Translations: Bilingual Post-Secondary  



Fraud and Verification 
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Verification 



Verification: All Levels of Education 



Verification: All Levels of Education 



Fraud: Secondary Education 



Fraud: Secondary Education 



Fraud: Secondary Education  



Fraud: Secondary Education 



Fraud: Secondary Education 



Fraud: Secondary Education 

Fraudulent  
Secondary Education Graduation 

Diploma 



International Cooperation and Investment 
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Current Challenges of the Education System 

● Current system cannot handle the growing youth population 
● Vietnamese universities can only admit ⅓ of candidates yet still overcrowded 
● Approximately 2 million students in higher education 
● Increase in lower-quality private providers & diploma mills 
● TNE programs have issues: quality, slow approval, high taxes 
● Rapidly transitioning 1 million agricultural workers to industry each yr 
● Internationalization of higher ed is critical for overhauling outdated curriculum, 

lifting global ranking of universities, and human capacity building 

 



New Foreign Investment Projects 

● In December 2018, Vietnam approved 530 joint training 
programs between local and foreign universities (15% with 
the UK) 

● English has been introduced as second language since 2016 in 
public universities but still not able to meet demand for 
English language education 

● Govt’s goal is to have 150 programs accredited by 
international accreditation agencies between 2016-2020 

● Tertiary enrollments have tripled in last 20 years 
 



New Regulations for Foreign Cooperation 

● Government Decree 86/2018 regulates foreign investment and cooperation in the 
Vietnamese ed sector, effective August 1, 2018 

● Decree 86 also included guidelines and conditions for foreign language proficiency 
centers related to awarding certificates, location, facilities, subjects, and more 

● Only certain types of foreign-invested education institutions can be established in 
Vietnam (and have minimum investment amounts): pre-schools, gen ed schools (from 
elementary through high school), short-term training institutions, higher education 
institutions, and branches of foreign-invested HEIs in Vietnam 



Joint and Twinning Programs 

● Currently have approx 300 joint & twinning programs offering certificates or degrees 
in conjunction with 32 countries 

● Less expensive international education by importing foreign curricula 
● Facilitates international cooperation with Vietnam and foreign HEIs 
● But lack of regulatory framework for quality assurance/accreditation can lead to low 

quality foreign-owned programs 
● No consistent plans to ensure sustainability of transnational programs 



Primary Dimensions of Internationalization 

● Use of English as a medium of instruction 
● International universities and institutes 
● Joint and twinning programs, internationally recognized qualifications 
● Student and staff mobility (outbound with some inbound) 
● International cooperation in program development and delivery 
● Internationalization of curriculum through advanced programs 
● Internationalization of research (cross-border collaborations, 

assessment of outcomes, development of research centers) 



Resources 
● Ministry of Education and Training  of Vietnam 
        https://en.moet.gov.vn/Pages/home.aspx  

● Vietnam National Academic Recognition Information Centre 
       https://en.naric.edu.vn/  

● Tools for Evaluating Educational Documents from Vietnam, ECE, 2008. 
https://publications.ece.org/application/insights?id=42 

● The Vietnamese Education System Described and Compared, NUFFIC, 2015. 
https://www.nuffic.nl/en/publications/education-system-vietnam/ 

● Glossary of Foreign Terms, Transcript Research, 2018. 
www.transcriptresearch.com/translations.pdf    
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Ca ́m ơn ! Thank You! 
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