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Tracks and Streams

• Academic

• Technical 

• Vocational

• Usually based on aptitude

• Often transition from lower into upper secondary



Questions to Ask

• Does this credential give the student access to 

postsecondary education in the home country?

• Does this credential give the student unrestricted

access to university in the home country?



China: Certificate of Graduation

Majo
r: 
inter
natio
nal 
busin
ess



中等职业教育 = “middle” vocational education 



• 2 – 4 years after 

lower secondary 

(grade 9)

• Preparation for 

employment

• Some access to 

postsecondary 

(zhuanke)





Taiwan: Vocational High School Diploma



• 3 years after 

lower secondary 

(9 + 3)

• Lot of machinery 

courses with 

practicals

• However…



However, also 

core courses

Access to 

junior colleges, 

institutes of 

technology, & 

universities of 

science and 

technology

Comprehensive 

universities also 

possible



Mexico – Título Enfermera



Mexico – Título Enfermera



Mexico –

Técnico 

Profesional



Mexico – Enfermería Auxiliar



Would you consider 
taking any of these 

qualifications?

Question:



Lower vs. Upper Secondary

• Lower Secondary

• Begins at either Grade 6, 7, 8 or 9, depending on country

• Gives access to upper secondary education in home country

• Is not comparable to high school graduation

• Upper Secondary 

• Requires completion of lower secondary education

• Different streams/tracks

• Gives access to tertiary education in home country

• Awarded a credential upon completion



Questions to Ask

• What level of education does this credential give 

access to in the home country?

• What is the entrance requirement for this credential? 

• What is the name of the credential earned in the 

original language? 



India 

(8+2+2 system)

Secondary 

School Leaving 

Certificate or 

SSLC



Completion of 

lower secondary 

education or 

grade 10 (8+2)



India:

Higher

Secondary 

Course 

Certificate



Completion of 

upper secondary 

education or 

grade 12

Also beware of 

the term junior 

college



Qualifications in India

Lower Secondary Credential Titles:

• All-India Secondary School Certificate

• Secondary School Certificate

• Indian Certificate of Secondary Education

• Secondary School Leaving Certificate

• Matriculation Certificate

Upper Secondary Credential Titles:

• All-India Senior School Certificate

• Higher Secondary School Certificate

• Intermediate Certificate

• Pre-University Certificate



Ethiopia 

(8+2+2 system)

The Ethiopian 

General 

Secondary 

Education 

Certificate or 

EGSEC

Lower or upper 

secondary?



Ethiopia: 

The Ethiopian 

University 

Entrance 

Examination 

Certificate (EUEE)

Completion of 

upper secondary 

and year 12 



Would you accept a credential, 
where the secondary 

education cycle ends after 10 
years of study?

Question:



Systems Validated by External Assessment

Examples of British-influenced systems

UK Australia Malaysia

India Caribbean Uganda

Examples French-influenced systems

France Algeria Lebanon

Morocco Tunisia Senegal

Usually no additional university entrance exams



Questions to Ask

• Who validates the final secondary credential in the 

country of study?

• If it is done by external assessment, who is the 

examining board?

• Are the documents issued by the examining 

board?



British System: General Certificate of Secondary 

Education (GCSE)

• Formerly O Levels (Ordinary Levels)

• After 11 years of education (6+5)

• End of secondary education cycle

• Internationally known as IGCSEs (International General 

Certificate of Secondary Education) or as O Levels



British System: AS and A Levels

• Also known as GCE AS and A Levels

• Or General Certificate of Education AS and A Levels

• AS Level = Advanced Subsidiary Level (representing ½ the 

content of A Levels and a total of 12 years of study)

• A Level = Advanced Level (representing 13 years of study)

• Often in 6th Form Colleges



Boards for the UK

(1996-2000): 30+ awarding bodies reduced to 5

• Assessment and Qualifications Alliance (AQA)

• Pearson (formerly Edexcel)

• Oxford, Cambridge, & RSA Examinations (OCR)

• Welsh Joint Education Committee (WJEC)

• Northern Ireland Council for Curriculum, 

Examinations, and Assessment (CCEA)



Boards that Award IGCSEs and 

International A Levels

• Cambridge Assessment International 

Examinations 

• Pearson (formerly Edexcel)

• Oxford International AQA



CIE: Over 10,000 schools in over 160 countries 



British 

System:

Unofficial 

Transcript 

Issued by 

School



British 

System:

Official 

Examination 

Certificate 

Issued by the 

Board



Would you accept school-

issued or school-certified 

exam results?

Question:



Systems Validated by Internal Assessment

• Students must complete a requisite set of courses, 

oftentimes also earning a minimum number of units 

or hours in order to graduate

• Transcript & Graduation Certificate / Diploma issued 

by the high school

• Usually there is a separate university entrance 

examination



Japan:

Certificate of 

Graduation 

from High 

School



• Documents are 

issued by the 

school.

• A minimum of 

74 credits must 

be earned.



The Education Law in 

Japan only requires 

high schools to 

maintain transcripts 

for 5 years after 

graduation.



How would you handle such 

a situation?

Question:



Usually 

transcripts of 

record are not 

available; 

however, in one 

case, we were 

able to receive a 

transcript of 

credits.



The “GED”: Others have it too!

• Intended for students who were not able to complete 

secondary education in the traditional route

• Exam-based

• Check what access it gives in the home country.

• Check your school’s policy for the US GED.



Korea High 

School 

Graduation 

Equivalency 

Examination

Due to grading 

system from rank, 

some students from 

elite schools drop out 

and take the 

equivalency exam 

instead.



Would you accept a 
“GED” from another 

country?

Question:



Considerations for Advanced Credit

• Does this credential give unrestricted access to higher education?

• Is it validated by an external examination at the national or state 

level?

• Does it involve in-depth study in a specific number of subjects (e.g., 

similar to AP and A Levels)

• Does it require a high level of rigor? (e.g., is the passing rate high 

or low among students?)

• Does the syllabus represent university-level study?



One Method

(AS Levels)
1 semester

(A Levels)
1 year

Humanities & other 
fields

Laboratory sciences



(AS Levels)
1 semester

(A Levels)
1 year

Humanities & other fields 6 credits

Laboratory sciences 8 credits

One Method



(AS Levels)**
1 semester

(A Levels)
1 year

Humanities & other 
fields

3 credits 6 credits

Laboratory sciences 4 credits 8 credits

One Method



If based in the US, how 
would you award 
advanced credit?

Question:



Online Survey

Posted online in several communities

• Lindenites

• NAFSA ACE Network

• TAICEP

• Inter-L

• ACCRAO International

84 respondents

But 6 pairs answered from the same institution

N = 81



Region (N=81)

USA (54) Canada (13) Europe (9) Skipped (5)



What is your office responsible for?

Undergraduate Admissions Only

Both Undergrad and Graduate Admissions

Other



If you have an applicant who studied under 

the British system of education, which of the 

following do you require for admission?

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Other

Not Sure

Both

A Levels

GCSEs/IGCSEs



If you have an applicant who studied under 

the Scottish system of education, which of 

the following do you require for admission?

0 5 10 15 20 25

Other

Not sure

Both

Scottish Advanced Highers

Scottish Highers



If you have an applicant who studied under 

India’s system of education, which of the 

following do  you require for admission?

0 10 20 30 40 50

Other

Not sure

Both

Higher Secondary Certificate

Secondary School Certificate



If you have an applicant who studied under 

Pakistan’s system of education, which of the 

following do  you require for admission?

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Other

Not sure

Both

Intermediate / HSC

Secondary School / Matriculation



If you have an applicant who studied under 

Malaysia’s system of education, which of 

the following do  you require for admission?

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Other

Not sure

Both

Sijil Tinggi Persekolahan Malaysia

Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia



If you have an applicant who studied under 

Singapore’s system of education, which of the 

following do  you require for admission?

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Other

Not sure

Both

Singapore  A Levels

Singapore O Levels



If you have an applicant who studied under 

Zimbabwe’s system of education, which of 

the following do  you require for admission?

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Other

Not sure

Both

ZIMSEC A Levels

ZIMSEC O Levels



If you have an applicant whose educational system is 

validated by external examination (e.g., GCSEs / IGCSEs), 

which of the following do  you require for admission?

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Other

Not sure

Any of the above

Official school transcripts

Exam results certified by the school

Official board exam results



If you have an applicant whose elementary & 

secondary educational system ended at Yr 10, 

would s/he be eligible for admission at your 

institution, if all other requirements were met?

10

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Other

Not sure

No

Yes



If you have an applicant whose elementary & 

secondary educational system ended at Yr 11, would 

s/he be eligible for admission at your institution, if all 

other requirements were met?

11

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Other

Not sure

No

Yes



If an applicant studied a mixed 

curriculum, what is the basis of your 

GPA calculation?

• GPA for IGCSEs only

• GPA for IB only

• GPA for A Levels only

• Combined GPA

• Separate GPAs

• Case-by-case (may need to pull certain subjects)

• We do not redo the GPAs



www.ierf.org www.ncaapublication.com

Free Resources

http://www.ierf.org/
http://www.ncaapublication.com/


Please Complete a Session Survey
Open Session Details in 

the Website or Mobile App 
Schedule

“Take Survey” Button 
Available 10 Minutes 
Before Session Ends

“Submit” (Then… go find 
coffee!)

Step 1

***NOTE*** 
You must be logged in 

to access session 
surveys.

Step 2 Step 3



Thank you!


