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Our Topics 

• Evaluation best practice and methodology  

• Characteristics of professional degree programs 

• Identifying official and reliable resources  

• Case studies:  

– Law 

–Dentistry 

• Discussion of approaches to evaluation 
 

 



 
 
 

 Standards for the Profession 
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/about/standards-for-the-profession/ 

 

 

Professional Competency Profile (PCP) 
for Credential Evaluators 

https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Professional-Competency-
Profile-PCP-for-Credential-Evaluators-4.pdf 

 

Guide to Credential Evaluation 
https://www.taicep.org/taiceporgwp/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Guide-to-Credential-

Evaluation-5.pdf 
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Evaluation Methodology: Confirm and Compare 

General  
Characteristics 

This Credential Evaluation 
Considerations 

Country, Oversight 
authority 

Institution (name, status) 

Program (name, status) 

Credential (name, type) 

Function of credential in 
the country 

Level of program 
(admission, access in the 
country) 

Structure (length, 
components) 

Content 

Grading/assessment 



Professional Degrees 



“Professional” vs. “Academic” Degrees 

Professional Degrees: 

• Prepare for licensure and 
work in a regulated 
profession 

• May have different 
admission requirements 
than “academic” degrees 

• Program content is specified 
by external licensing bodies 

• Program includes practical 
training periods and 
preparation for licensing 
exam 
 

 

Academic Degrees: 

• Degree content not tied to the 
practice of a specific 
profession 

• Admission requirements and 
program content are 
determined by the teaching 
institution or Ministry of 
Ed/Higher Ed rather than 
external licensing bodies 

• Flexibility of mobility in the 
academic sphere and the 
employment market 

 



Professional Degrees:  
Common Program Content 

• Introduction to the profession 

• History, philosophy, ethics of the profession 

• Professional content component: 
– Fundamentals or foundation courses 

– Intermediate or pre-professional courses 

– Professional or practice-related courses  

• Practical training periods 

• Licensure requirements 

• Preparation for licensure examination 



International Professional Degrees: Tips for Evaluation 

General Characteristics Tips for Evaluation 

Country, Oversight authority Institution might be under an authority other than 
“ministry of education” (health, justice, agriculture, 
military, etc.). Regulation of  professional licensing 
often done by a national or regional authority. 

Institution (name, status) Might be taught in a separate specialized institution. 

Program (name, status) Check program description. 

Credential (name, type) Nomenclature might be different from that used for 
“academic” degrees. 

Function of credential in the 
country 

Often regulated separately from “academic” degrees. 
 
Completion credential might include a professional title 
or qualification.  
 
Check program description. 
 



International Professional Degrees: Tips for Evaluation 

General Characteristics Tips for Evaluation 

Level of program (admission, 
access in the country) 

In many countries, admission is directly after 
secondary school. Pre-professional coursework, 
if any,  is done within the degree program. 
 
In countries that follow a US-based system, 
admission to a professional program might  
require a “pre-professional” degree or 
undergraduate coursework. 

Structure (length, components) Length might be different from/longer than 
“academic” degrees. 
 
Components of professional degree programs  
are similar throughout the world. 

Content Contents of professional programs are similar 
throughout the world. 

Grading/assessment Might be evaluated on a pass/fail basis, 
especially practice components. 



Resources on Professional Education in Other Countries 
 

• The institution offering the program 

• The ministry or authority that regulates the profession 

• Legislation regulating the profession and education in the profession 

• Professional association(s) for the profession in the country 

• International associations or organizations for the profession 
– Examples for Law: 

• American Bar Association, Rule of Law Initiative and country initiatives: 
https://www.americanbar.org/advocacy/rule_of_law/ 

• International Bar Association, key words “Home Country Licensing Questions”: 
https://www.ibanet.org/ 

• The Law Society, UK, Communities, International: 
http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international 

TIPS:  

– Use terminology from the documents to search for information in the 
original language and other languages as well. 

– Use the Internet Archive “Wayback Machine” for older  programs: 
 https://web.archive.org/ 

 

https://www.americanbar.org/advocacy/rule_of_law/
https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.ibanet.org/
http://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/international
https://web.archive.org/


• Law 

University of Khartoum, Sudan, Bachelor of Laws 
(LL.B.) awarded 2009 

 

• Dentistry 

Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Bachelor of 
Dental Surgery, awarded 2019 

 

 

 

 

Case Studies 



University of Khartoum, Bachelor of Laws (Honours) (LL.B.), 
awarded 2009 

 

  









University of Khartoum, Bachelor of Laws (Honours)  
Resources 

• Sudanese Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research: 
http://www.mohe.gov.sd/  

• University of Khartoum: https://www.uofk.edu/index.php/en/  

• Faculty of Law: https://law.uofk.edu/en/ 

• Faculty of Law Courses (current programs with curricula): 
 https://lms.uofk.edu/course/index.php?categoryid=20 

• Sudan Bar Association, Home Country Licensing  Questions  
(information on professional licensure in law in Sudan 
presented by the International Bar Association, 2014): 
https://www.ibanet.org/PPID/Constituent/Bar_Issues_Commis
sion/ITILS_Sudan.aspx 

http://www.mohe.gov.sd/
https://www.uofk.edu/index.php/en/
https://law.uofk.edu/en/
https://lms.uofk.edu/course/index.php?categoryid=20
https://www.ibanet.org/PPID/Constituent/Bar_Issues_Commission/ITILS_Sudan.aspx
https://www.ibanet.org/PPID/Constituent/Bar_Issues_Commission/ITILS_Sudan.aspx


First Professional Degree in Law:  
World Models 

Admission 
requires: 

Country examples: Degree Structure examples (# of years): 

Secondary school 
completion 

Most countries 
around the world! 

Europe, Bologna countries, some examples: 
• 3 (UK; Ireland [Civil Law)] 
• 3+1 (Netherlands, France) 
• 3+2 Bachelor + Master (many countries) 
• 4 (Greece, Turkey, Scotland) 
• 4.5 (Germany, Sweden) 
• 5 unified long cycle (Poland, Italy, Finland) 

Central & South America:  
• 4, 5 or 6, depending on country 
Arab Middle East: 4 
Francophone Middle East & Africa:  
• 4 or 3+1 (transitioning to French LMD) 
CIS Region: 4 or 5, depending on country 
Southeast Asia: 4 for many countries 
Japan, Korea: 4 for “old system”;  
Australia: 4 for Bachelor of Laws 
China: 4 
Canada: some jurisdictions 
 



Admission 
requires: 

Country examples: Degree Structure examples (# of years): 

Secondary 
school 
completion 

Combined integrated 
degree programs:  
Australia, India 

5-year integrated program (Bachelor of Laws + 
Bachelor of X) in which courses are “cross-
credited” to each degree 

Prior degree USA 4-year bachelor + 3-year Juris Doctor 

Japan & South Korea 4-year bachelor + Juris Doctor (2 or 3 years) 
[Japan since 2004; S. Korea since 2009] 

Australia: Juris Doctor Bachelor of X (non-law) + 3-year Juris Doctor 

India Bachelor of X (non-law) + 3-year Bachelor of 
Laws 

United Kingdom  
(not Scotland) 

1-year Post-Graduate Diploma in Law (PGDL) 
or Graduate Diploma in Law (GDL) after a 
bachelor’s degree in a non-law subject 

First Professional Degree in Law:  
World Models 



Bachelor of Laws (Honours), University of Khartoum 
Confirm and Compare 

General 
Characteristics 

Bachelor of Laws (Honours), 2009 
University of Khartoum 

Evaluation 
considerations 

Country, Oversight 
authority 

Sudan, Ministry of Education; Sudan Bar 
Association (“advocate” licensure) 

Recognized 

Institution (name, 
status) 

University of Khartoum Recognized 

Credential (name, 
type) 

Bachelor of Laws (Honours) (LL.B.); 
undergraduate degree 

4-year first cycle 
degree 

Function of the 
credential 

First professional degree in law; access to bar 
exam for practice as “advocate” 

Professional degree 



General 
Characteristics 

Bachelor of Laws (Honours), 2009 
University of Khartoum 

Evaluation 
considerations 

Level of program Admission requires secondary school 
graduation; gives access to graduate 
(master’s degree) study 

How does this compare 
in terms of level in “my 
country”? 

Structure (length, 
components) 

4 years, exam after each year 
(Preliminary, Intermediate, Final Part I, 
Final Part II) 

Quantitative info 
(number of years, credits, 
units, weighting)? 

Content Civil and Sharia law; university 
requirements 

Do I need to analyze 
content? Role of 
professional bodies? 

Grading/assessment Degree classification at end of program; 
subject grades noted on transcript 
(verbal and %) 

If degree is awarded, do I 
need to do anything with 
grading? 

Bachelor of Laws (Honours), University of Khartoum 
Confirm and Compare 



• Similarities and differences?  

• How significant? Substantial? 

• Does the purpose of the evaluation matter? 

– Academic (admission, transfer credit) 

– Professional licensure in a new jurisdiction 

• The challenge of degree “equivalence” when 
the differences are substantial 

 

Summary: Considerations for  
Evaluation Decision Making 



• Associate degrees (Dental Hygiene, Dental Assisting, Dental 
Laboratory Technology, Dental Therapy) – 2-3 years 

 

• Diploma programs/Higher Technician/zhuanke programs (2-3 
years) 

 

• Bachelor degrees/first professional degrees (4 years, 4.5, 5, 6, 
2+4, 4+2, 4+4), up to a year of internship 

 

• Post-professional degrees: advanced general dentistry 
programs, clinical specialty and research programs, academic 
degree research programs (Master of Science, Master of 
Medical Science); 2+ years, also integrated prof and master 
programs (7 years) 

 

• Dual degree DDS/MS or DDS/PhD programs 

 

 

 

Dentistry Education 



Dentistry case resources 

• FDI World Dental Association 
https://www.fdiworlddental.org/  

• Dental Council of India http://dciindia.gov.in/ 

• University Grants Commission 
https://www.ugc.ac.in/ 

• National Assessment and Accreditation Council 
http://www.naac.gov.in/ 

• Manipal Academy of Higher Education 
https://manipal.edu/mu.html 

• Manipal Online Degree Certificate Verification 
System https://odcv.manipal.edu/index.aspx 

https://www.fdiworlddental.org/
http://dciindia.gov.in/
https://www.ugc.ac.in/
http://www.naac.gov.in/
https://manipal.edu/mu.html
https://odcv.manipal.edu/index.aspx


Dentistry case: 
BDS, Manipal Academy of Higher Education 











Grading information 
 

From bottom of marks sheet: 

“Standard” grading scale: 
Academic achievement is recognized by the “Class” or “Division” attached to a 
degree. 
 
Degree Class   % of Marks    
First (Distinction)       70-100%   
First              60-69%    
Second               50-59% 
Third    40-49%   
Individual Pass           min-39%   



Evaluation Methodology: Confirm and Compare 
Characteristics BDS 

 
Equivalency considerations 

Country, Oversight authority India, UGC UGC is the oversite body 
for universities 

Institution (name, status) Manipal Academy of 
Higher Education 

recognized 

Credential (name, type) Bachelor of Dental 
Surgery 

Degree equivalent? 

Function of credential Professional Professional? 

Level of program Adm “10+2 of India from 
rec. Central or State Bd” 

UG/grad/prof? 

Structure 4 yrs coursework 
1 year internship 

Appropriate to degree? 

Content Includes dentistry 
subjects; pre-dent 
sciences? 

Is the combination of 
Courses/Practical training 
appropriate? 

Grading/assessment 50% minimum pass Different minimum for prof. 
programs 



Indian Dentistry degrees:  
Degree Equivalency issues 

Key Characteristics BDS Comparability Issues 

Level of program UG, first degree in 
India 

In some countries, prof dentistry 
is a (post)graduate-level 
credential 

Length 4+1 years Other countries’ first prof 
degrees in dentistry 5, 6, or 7 

Content Focus on prof 
studies 

Where are the pre-dentistry and 
basic sciences courses? 



Evaluating International  
Professional Degrees  

Session Summary 

• Evaluation best practice and methodology  

• Characteristics of professional degree 
programs 

• Identifying official and reliable resources  

• Case studies: Law  -  Dentistry 

• Discussion of approaches to evaluation 
 

 



Thank you! 

Margaret (Meg) Wenger 

–  Senior Director of Evaluation, ECE  

–  mwenger@ece.org 

– https://www.ece.org/ECE 

 

Ann M. Koenig 

–  Associate Director, AACRAO International 

–  koeniga@aacrao.org 

– https://www.aacrao.org/ 
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