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• Population: 38,014,000 
• (#8 in Europe)

• 120,726 mi²
• 77% of the area of California, #9 in 

Europe

• Independent since 1918 AD

• 97.6% Polish native language



International student 
mobility*:
• 25,092 Outbound
• 55,191 Inbound 

(degree-seeking)

Total Enrollment:
• Secondary: 2,362,297
• Tertiary, non-

university: 218,358
• Tertiary, university: 

1,430,981

*2019 data (UNESCO)
http://data.uis.unesco.org/



• 1364: Krakow University, now known as Jagiellonian 
University founded May 12, 1364 by Polish king 
Casimir the Great

• 1569 Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
• 1795 Polish lands annexed by Kingdom of Prussia, 

Russian Empire and Austro-Hungarian Empire
• 1918 Independence
• 1939-1989 Soviet satellite state
• 1999 Poland signs the Bologna declaration 

Selected Historical References



Primary and Secondary 
Education
• 8+4
• 6+3+3 (1999/2000 – 2016/2017)
• 8+4

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education-System
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/poland

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education-System
https://www.aacrao.org/edge/country/poland


https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description

https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description


https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description

https://nawa.gov.pl/en/recognition/polish-higher-education-system/description


Post-reform Structure

https://eurydice.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/the_structure_of_the_european_education_systems_2021_22.pdf

• New secondary schools (4-year liceum) operational since 
2019/20 school year

• Previous (3-year liceum) schools still operating through 
the 2021/22 school year

https://eurydice.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/the_structure_of_the_european_education_systems_2021_22.pdf


Secondary Education Terminology :

• General upper-secondary 
schools (liceum ogólnokształcące)

• Technical upper-secondary 
schools (technikum)

• Completion Certificate (świadectwo
ukończenia)

• Maturity Examination (egzamin maturalny)
• Maturity Certificate (świadectwo dojrzałości)



Świadectwo
ukończenia liceum
ogólnokształcącego
(certificate of 
completion of the 
general lyceum)

• Awarded to all 
students that 
finish school

• Does not grant 
access to higher 
education*



Świadectwo Dojrzałości
(maturity certificate)

• Awarded by regional 
examination board

• Grants access to higher 
education



https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Pola
nd/Grading-System

Secondary School Grading

• Final grades awarded by schools on the 
Świadectwo ukończenia liceum
ogólnokształcącego

• Maturity exam 30% minimum pass
• Universities set minimum admission 

standards based on maturity exam 
results

• Current (pre-reform) grades represent 
grades 10-12. Post-reform will be 9-12.

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Grading-System


Tertiary Education 
• Changes in secondary education 

ladder did not affect post-
secondary university education. 

• Common Bologna pathway: 3-year 
Licentiate + 2-year Master;             
3+ year Doctoral 
• Length varies, consult diploma 

supplement and ECTS credit total



• First cycle university degree 
– Licencjat (licentiate)



Licentiate Diploma Supplement



• Second cycle university degree
- Magister







• Long-cycle Magister 
(5 years)



Diploma Supplement 
(excerpt)





• New format university diploma
• PRK - Polska Rama Kwalifikacji (Polish Qualifications Framework)

• Entered into force 2016, level printed on certificates since 2017



• The Polish Qualification Framework 
(PQF) has 8 levels

• Aligns with the European Qualifications 
Framework (EQF) 
• Levels 1-4 = general qualifications
• Levels 6-8 = typical higher education
• Professional training available at all levels

https://prk.men.gov.pl/

https://prk.men.gov.pl/


https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education
-System

Polish – ECTS Polish – US A-F 

Post-secondary Grading

https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Education-System


Study Books -
An evaluators friend



• Licentiate (licencjat) degree
• Three years
• Years of study 2001-2004

• Indeks tips
• First and last pages tell you what 

you need about the program and 
qualification

• Pages in between are 
coursework 



Thank you!

Aleks Morawski
Scholaro Inc.
Morawski@scholaro.com

For a list of Polish grade conversion scales an GPA 
calculator, see https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Grading-System

mailto:Morawski@scholaro.com
https://www.scholaro.com/pro/Countries/Poland/Grading-System


CHANGES IN THE POLISH 
EDUCATION SYSTEM.
INTEGRATION OF REFUGEES.



Main changes in higher eucation

Implementation of PRK
Changes of primary and secondary education
Changes in maturity exams during the pandemic
New maturity exam
Changes regarding admissions to higher education
Extended list  of long-cycle programmes
New short cycle qualifications
New training of doctoral students

13.07.2022 2



Polish Qualification Framework (PRK) 

VIII levels (aligns to EQF VIII levels)
Two stage level descriptors
general descriptors
second stage descriptors

Full qualifications (I-VIII) and partial qualifications (1-8)
Full qualificationons are listed in the Act on Integrated System of 

Qualifications
Only full qualifications can give access to education at next level
Certificates of completion of  secondary school and post-secondary

school (szkola policealna) are not referenced to PRK
PRK symbol on certificates and diplomas since 2017

13.07.2022 3



PRK symbols

13.07.2022 4



PRK – full qualifications

Certificate of completion of 6-year primary school – level I PRK
Cerificate of completion of 8-year primary school – level II PRK
Diploma confirming vocational qualifications:

 after basic vocational school – level III PRK
 after branch school 1st level – level III PRK
 after technical secondary school (technikum) – level IV or V
 afrer post-secondary school (szkoła policealna) - level V

Diploma of art school confirming qualifications – level V - VII
Certificate of qualified specialist (in technology) – level V
Maturity certificate – level IV
First cycle studies– level VI
Second cycle or long-cycle studies – level VII
Doktor (PhD) – level VIII

13.07.2022 5



Maturity exam during the pandemic
New maturity exam

During the pandemic (2020 – 2022) oral exams were not compulsory. Oral exams
could be taken by:
 graduates who - in the enrollment procedurę for a foreign university -were obliged to 

provide results from oral exams (languages)
 graduates were obliged to take an oraz exam on the basis of an international agreement

In the new maturity exam one will have to score at least 30% in an exam in a 
selected additional subject at the extended level in the written part to pass the 
maturity exam

New maturity exam for general secondary schools in 2023

New maturity exam for technical secondary schools in 2024

13.07.2022 6



Admission to higher education

Admission to undergraduate and integrated programmes is based on:
results of the maturity exams and 
results of vocational exams (in the case of graduates of technical secondary

schools)

Additional entrance examinations may be conducted by HEIs only in the 
following cases:
for candidates with foreign certificates, where the grades from the required 

subjects are not indicated in the certificate;
to assess knowledge and /  or skills which are not assessed by the maturity 

exam (e.g. specific aptitudes, artistic skills or physical fitness).

13.07.2022 7



Long-cycle programmes

Basedon national standards
• medicine,
• dentistry,
• medical analytics, 
• pharmacy, 
• physiotherapy, 
• veterinary medicine, 
• preschool and early school 

education, 
• special education,

Not-basedon national standards
• law, 
• canon law.

13.07.2022 8



Short-cycle programmes (level V EQF)

Admission: completion of secondary school

Duration: at least 3 semester

Curriculum has to ensure achievement of learning outcomes specific for level V and 
contain education and training activities aimed at development of practical skills 

Awards: świadectwodyplomowanegospecjalisty(certificate of qualified specialist) or 
świadectwodyplomowanegospecjalistytechnologa(certificate of qualified specialist  in 
technology)

Short cycle programmes may only be provided by professional HEIs. 

It  is not possible to offer short-cycle programmes preparing to medical professions

Cannot be recognised towards first cycle programmes

13.07.2022 9



Doctoral programmes
Provided by interdisciplinary doctoral schools
Admission: magister degree or equivalent
Duration: 6-8 semesters
Consist of 2 components:
educational programme established for the school

may but does not have to use ECTS credits to describe the workload
Personal Research Plan (provides a clear schedule for each doctoral 

student’s progress in their own scientific work and the deadline of 
submitting the doctoral dissertation)
 presented 12 months from the start of doctoral programme
mid-programme evaluation assessing the progress in realisation of their Individual 

Research Plan (after the 3rd or 4th semester) 

May include didactic practice of no more than 60 hours a year

13.07.2022 10



Doktor degree is awarded to a person who: 
Has the professional tit le of magister or equivalent
Obtained learning outcomes at level VIII of the PRK, including knowledge of a 

modern foreign language at least at B2 level (confirmed by a certificate or diploma); 
Is the author of at least: 

 1 scientific article published in a scientific journal or in reviewed materials from an 
international conference, included in the list held by the minister competent for higher 
education and science, or 

 1 scientific monograph issued by a publishing house, included in the list held by the 
minister competent for higher education and science, or a chapter in such a monograph, or 

 one significant artistic work
Presented and defended his/ her doctoral dissertation
Met other requirements specified by the entity awarding the degree of doktor in its 

internal regulations

One can be awarded a degree of doktor without enrollment for a doctoral
programme but one has to fulfill all requirements mentioned above

13.07.2022 11



Studia podyplomowe

Admission: minimum licencjat, inżynier
Duration: minimum 2 semesters
Curriculum has to ensure achievement of learning outcomes specific 

for partial qualifications taking into account second level characteristics
at levels VI-VIII PRK
Award: Świadectwoukończeniastudiówpodyplomowych(certificate of 

completion of non-degree postgraduate studies). It  is a partial 
qualification at level 6, 7 or 8 PRK
Does not give access to further education
Diplomas: MBA, DBA, etc. issued by Polish HEIs together with the 

mentioned certificate have no legal value in Poland

13.07.2022 12



Integration of refugees

• Legal solutions
• NAWA’s intiatives

13.07.2022 13



Legal solutions - recognition

The stay of a Ukrainian citizen who entered the territory of Poland from 
24.02.2022 is considered legal for a period of 18 months from this date.

Recognition of qualifications
special procedure for persons with missing documentation

Recognition of periods of study (foreigners and Polish citizens)
Special procedure for those with partial documentation or no documentation
since 24.02. 2022 

 approx. 11 000 Ukrainian students contacted Polish HEIs
 more than 2500 admitted students

13.07.2022 14



Legal solutions - employment
Employment of teachers

classes for Ukrainian children (non-speaking Polish)
supporting teachers (Polish speaking)

Employment of medical staff
 temporary access to profession (18 months from 24.02.2022)

Emloyment of psychologists
degree in psychology (long-cycle or first cycle + second cycle) 
provision of psychological services for Ukrainian citizens

Employment of academic teachers and researchers

13.07.2022 15



ENIC-NARIC (NAWA) intitiatives
Simplified recognition procedures for individual applicants
New services for HEIs, employers, competent authorities
Tools supporting recognition of Ukrainian qualifications:

 publication on the Ukrainian education system 
Kwalifikator (public area) – information how Ukrainian qualifications are recognised
Kwalifikator (restricted area) – documents supporting evaluation of qualifications

 information on educational standards (etc.), 
 samples of credentials (diploma Supplements with information on curriculum, learning outcomes etc.)

Trainings for HEIs, other recognition authorities and ministries on:
Ukrainian education system and recognition of Ukrainian qualifications
 recognition of qualifications with missing documentation

Joining EQPR project

13.07.2022 16



Thank you for attention! 
Questions?

Hanna Reczulska
Director of Bureau for Academic Recognition, NAWA

Hanna.Reczulska@nawa.gov.pl

mailto:Hanna.Reczulska@nawa.gov.pl


TAICEP: The Association for International 
Credential Evaluation Professionals

• Access to hundreds of presentations, 
webinars, workshops

• First-of-its-kind Certificate Program 

• Ever-growing database of trusted 
verification sources

• Best practices and resource guides 

• Networking with 400+ member 
institutions, evaluation agencies, 
government organizations and exam 
boards from around the world 

www.taicep.org / answers@taicep.org

Join us in Glasgow, Scotland!               

October 17-20, 2022
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