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Secondary Education: History, 
Context, Perspectives



Geopolitical History 
& External Influences

Mid-19th – Mid-20th Century













Ever-changing Landscape…



Looking Ahead

• UNESCO estimates that in the next 30 years more people 
will receive formal education than in all of human history 
thus far

• Economic and technological advances influencing 
educational systems to prepare students for the workforce 

• 21st century skills: higher-order skills, abilities, and learning 
required for success in 21st century society including 
analytic reasoning, complex problem solving, and 
teamwork





Common 
Features:

French

Document Terminology

• Relevé de Notes (transcripts)

• Baccalauréat (secondary leaving credential)

• Lycée (secondary school)

Academic streams (scientific, literary)

Grading Scale / 20

Coursework weighted by coefficients





Common 
Features:

British

Document Terminology
• General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) / 

Ordinary “O” levels 
• General Certificate of Education (GCE) / Advanced “A” 

levels 

External exam based (AQA, Cambridge International, etc.)

External exams in other countries
• Caribbean = CXC (Caribbean Examinations Council): 

Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) / 
Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE) 

• India = Regional Examination Boards: Senior School 
Certificate (SSC) / Higher School Certificate (HSC) (“10 
+ 2”)







Common 
Features:
Russian

Document Terminology

• Certificate of Basic General Education 
[Аттестат об основном общем 
Образовании / Attestat ob osnovnom 
obshchem obrazovanii] (after grade 9)

• Certificate of Secondary (Complete) 
General Education [Aттестат о среднем 
(полном) общем образовании / Attestat 
o srednem (polnom) obshchem 
obrazovanii] (after grade 11)

• Unified State Examination (USE) [Единый 
государственный экзамен (ЕГЭ) 
/ Yedenyj gosudarstvennyj ekzamen 
(EGE)]

Academic and professional streams

Grading Scale / 5 or word descriptors; 
Зачет/Zachet = pass





Common 
Features:
Spanish

Document Terminology

• Bachiller / Bachillerato 

• Certificado de Estudios

• Colegio (secondary school)

Two cycle secondary system: lower 
(basico) / upper (diversificado)

Academic and Technical/Vocational





Secondary Education: 
Definition and Structure



Benchmarking vs. Year-Counting
Assessment Methodology



Year-Counting

• Consider the number of 
years in the “sending” 
system vs the number of 
years in the “receiving” 
system. 

• Make a comparability 
decision based on whether 
the number of years in 
each system matches up.

Consider this Ukrainian Student



Benchmarking

• A credential that allows one 
to move to the next-higher 
level of education

• Make a comparability 
decision based on whether 
the access point is the 
same.

Consider this Ukrainian Student



Benchmarking 
vs. 
Year-Counting

Reading an 
Education 
Ladder: Peru

1. Find the secondary 
leaving credential What 
is it called? How many 
years of study does it 
represent?

2. If you are counting 
years, is the high-school 
leaving credential 
comparable to 
secondary education in 
your system?

3. If you are 
benchmarking, is it 
comparable?



Assessment Methodology

- Comprehensive and Continuous Scoring

- Demonstration of Cumulative Knowledge/Skill 

- Aggregate Assessment



Recognition/Accreditation 



Recognition/Accreditation 
National vs Regional Administration 

Authority/Oversight



Recognition/Accreditation 
Types of Institutions (Public – Private – Religious)



Recognition/Accreditation 
Alternative Education: Adults, VTEC, Professional Secondary



Recognition/Accreditation 
Role of Qualification Frameworks



BREAK! 

Caffeinate, Stretch, Refresh, Refuel!



Documents



What is on the Document?

- Institution or Board 

- Curriculum 

- Assessment of Performance

- Dates of Attendance

- Recognition/Authority

- Scale of Assessment?

- Averages?

- Failures?

- Other Information?









Final and Provisional



Non-Academic Secondary: 
Special Cases



External Exams



Document 
submitted: 
Internal high 
school transcripts

“Benchmark” 
document 
required: Eritrean 
Secondary 
Education 
Certificate



Alternative Methods of 
Assessment



Data & Demographics 
26.6 MILLION refugees worldwide

68% originate from five countries:
Syrian Arab Republic - 6.8 million
Venezuela - 4.1 million
Afghanistan - 2.6 million
South Sudan - 2.2 million
Myanmar - 1.1 million

39% hosted in five countries:
Turkey - 3.7 million
Colombia - 1.7 million
Uganda - 1.5 million
Pakistan - 1.4 million
Germany - 1.2 million

84 MILLION 
forcibly displaced people worldwide

48 MILLION
are internally displaced people
(Source: IDMC, as of end-2020)

35 MILLION
are under the age of 18

All numbers are based on mid-2021 data from UNHCR unless noted.



Documentation Challenges

Interrupted 
education 

Attended refugee 
schools

Only unofficial 
documentation 

No proof of 
educational 

accomplishments 

Not in possession 
of documents; 
unattainable

Incomplete 
credentials; no 
“benchmark”

Lack of proper 
legal status

Poor quality 
documents; not 

able to verify









Takeaways

● Have compassion
● Be flexible
● Exercise creativity 
● Use every available resource
● Document process and results
● Practice fairness and consistency



LUNCH! 



Welcome Back! 
Time for a Pop Quiz!



When was the Hong Kong Diploma of 
Secondary Education First Awarded? 

A) 2012

B) 2011

C) 2015

D) 2009



When was the Hong Kong Diploma of 
Secondary Education First Awarded? 

A) 2012

B) 2011

C) 2015

D) 2009



TRUE or FALSE? 

School candidates and private candidates 
sit for the same WAEC exam session.



TRUE or FALSE? 

School candidates and private candidates 
sit for the same WAEC exam session.



Which of these examinations has been 
phased out?

A) BTEC Level 3 Diploma

B) Scottish Higher National Qualifications

C) International General Certificate of 

Secondary Education

D) Cambridge Overseas School Certificate



Which of these examinations has been 
phased out?

A) BTEC Level 3 Diploma

B) Scottish Higher National Qualifications

C) International General Certificate of 

Secondary Education

D) Cambridge Overseas 

School Certificate



TRUE or FALSE? 

High school diplomas from the United States 
of America do not indicate quantitative 
academic achievement.



TRUE or FALSE? 

High school diplomas from the United States 
of America do not indicate quantitative 
academic achievement.



Which of these countries does not have 12 
years of combined primary and secondary 
education?

A) Zimbabwe

B) Nepal

C) Saudi Arabia

D) Jordan 



Which of these countries does not have 12 
years of combined primary and secondary 
education?

A) Zimbabwe
B) Nepal

C) Saudi Arabia

D) Jordan 



Fraud Detection and 
Best Practices 



Fraud Awareness

•Define “fraud”.

•Causes of fraud

•Vulnerability to fraud



The Tree of Academic Fraud

Fraud and Education: The Worm in the Apple, Harold J. Noah and Max A. Eckstein, Rowman & Littlefield Publisher, Inc., 2001 /
Erik Johansson 2006

Types of fraud



Document Issues and Fraud:
The Challenges

1. Documentation issues

•Systemic fraud: problem countries

•Individual fraud: document “irregularities”

•No documentation available

2. Verification approaches

3. Follow up after verification



Additional Types of Fraud in Academia

•Misrepresentation of the institution

•Financial documents

•Immigration-related documents

•High school document fraud

•Others you have encountered?



Growth of Fraud

•The “market value” of credentials

•Education = opportunity

•Diplomas = dollars

•The Internet makes it easy.

=



Systemic Fraud: Problem Countries

Cultures of corruption

Source: Transparency International, Corruption Perceptions Index: 
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017

Red = highly 
corrupt

Yellow = highly 
clean

https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017


Individual Fraud: Examples
• Altered 

• Fake

• Purchased

• Counterfeit documents from a real institution

• Diploma mill documents (fake schools, fake accreditors, fake verifications, fake 
letters of recommendation, fake foreign credential evaluations, fake Apostilles…)



• Every document should be “verified” = reviewed critically to confirm 
authenticity.

• The spectrum of “verification” runs from confirming format and content by 
using standard resources, to contacting the issuing authority regarding 
unexplained irregularities.

The Spectrum of Verification

Document format, content and origin 
do not check out using reliable 
resources. Seek verification.

Document format, content and origin 
confirmed using reliable resources. 

Not sure; consult colleagues 
and experts for help.



Electronic Verification Tools

• Are generally created in educational systems that:

• are governed by national or regional law.

• are centrally administered.

• collect students’ educational data through electronic registration and 
recordkeeping systems.

• create online data collections based on their electronic data systems.

• have provisions for personal data privacy that allow individuals’ 
educational data to be shared with third parties electronically.

• Exist in a variety of formats.

• Are not universal across countries.

• May not exist in a country at all.



Academic Document Fraud:
Summary

• Be aware. Expect fraud.

• Inform yourself and your institution.

• Due diligence is best practice. 

• Best practice is due diligence.

• Develop a methodical document review protocol and apply it in 
every case. 

• Read, research and verify credentials.

• Consult trusted resources, including trusted, knowledgeable, 
experienced colleagues.



West African 
Senior 
School 

Certificate
(WASSCE)

2010





“Scratch” or Access Cards 
(Result Checker Tokens)

Info required to use a scratch card

● The serial number (W+9-digit number) and 

12-digit pin number from card

● Exam date

● Exam type (ie, WASSCE, SSCE, private, school, 

etc)

● Examination number (also called “candidate 

number”)



“Examination 
Number” = Candidate 
number (bottom left)

from scratch card

https://www.waecdirect.org/



Verification 
of WAEC 
Results



By creating an account 
and checking this record 
we found that this 
particular record was 
fraudulent



Thinking about fraud

• What kind of fraud have you seen at your 
institution?

• How did you know it was fraudulent?

• What do you do about it? (What’s your policy?)



Theoretical Questions and 
Debates



External Examinations



Non-Academic Secondary: 
Special Cases - The Details



Other Alternatives

• Homeschool – no transcript

• External Exam “Private” Students

• Equivalency by Examination

• Advanced Credit/Standing

• Transnational Schools/Systems



BREAK! 

Caffeinate, Stretch, Refresh, Refuel!



Practice Time!
Hands-on work with sample documents



Sample 1



Sample 2



Sample 3



Sample 4



Sample 5



Sample 6



Sample 7



Sample 8



Questions? 



Resources (Free and Subscription-Based)

• TAICEP Verification Database
• TAICEP previous conference & TAYD presentations
• TAICEP Gaggle
• AACRAO EDGE
• ECE – The Connection
• WES – WENR
• IERF publications and vault
• NAFSA country guides
• ENIC/NARIC
• UNESCO Reports
• Individual Ministries of Education



TAICEP Secondary Certificate Information
- The Secondary School Certificate focuses on your ability to understand 

and recognize secondary level credentials, including internal and external 
examinations, oversight/authority of secondary education, and non-
traditional secondary education.

- Attendance (or Moderated Review) of Secondary Workshop

- Online assessment of secondary system knowledge. 

- You will be allowed two attempts at this examination. 
- You can start and stop the examination as many times as you like. 
- Examination is meant to be completed alone, but you may use credential 

evaluation resources such as those listed in this workshop 

- Once you pass the examination, you will have earned your Secondary 
School Certificate!



Questions? Contact Us!

• Karin Christoph Brown – karin@oneearthevaluations.org

• David Mihalyi – mihalyid@aacrao.org

• Rebecca Murphy – rmurphy@future-study.org

mailto:karin@oneearthevaluations.org
mailto:mihalyid@aacrao.org
mailto:rmurphy@future-study.org

