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GENERAL INFORMATION

Language of instruction and documentation: Spanish

» Autonomous regions offer programs in the official language of that region
 Autonomous regions issue documents in both Spanish and official language of that region
Academic year: September to June

Ministerio de Universidades (Ministry of Universities)
* Responsible for university education

Ministerio de Educacién y Formacion Profesional (Ministry of Education and Professional Training)
e Responsible for post-secondary non-university education

Registro de Universidades, Centros y Titulos/RUCT (Registry of Universities, Centers and Titles)
e Only degrees registered with RUCT considered to be official

1999: Spain signs Bologna Declaration



STATISTICS 2019 — 2020 ACADEMIC YEAR

Degrees awarded:

e 3,008 undergraduate
e 3,638 master

* 1,156 doctorates

Students enrolled:

e 1,309,762 undergraduate students
o 234,214 master’s students

* 89,353 doctoral students

e 57,153 international students

e 68,522 study abroad students

Types of institutions:

e 50 public universities e b0 doctoral-level schools
e 33 private universities e 54 university hospitals
* 1,061 university centers o 75 foundations

e 537 university research institutes



EDUCATION LEGISLATION

Education reform laws

1983: Ley de Reforma Universitaria/LRU(University Reform Law)
e permits universities to offer own programs (titulos propios)
* allows private universities

1985: Ley Organica del Derecho a la Educacion/LODE (Organic Law on the Right to Education)
e grants autonomous communities right to administer schools in their community
» established free and compulsory education
e requires schools to respect all languages and cultures of Spain

1990: Ley Organica de Ordenacion General del Sistema Educativa/L OGSE (Organic Law on General
Educational System Organization)

 Reorganized primary and secondary education

e Extended compulsory educationto 10 years from 8 years

e Modified curriculum



EDUCATION LEGISLATION

2001: Ley Orgénica de Universidades(0rganic Law on Universities)
* increased university autonomy
 established Agencia Nacional de Evaluacion de /la Calidad y Acreditacion/ANECA (National Agency
for Quality Assessment and Accreditation)

2002: Ley Orgénica de las Cualificaciones y de la Formacion Profesional/LOCFP(Qrganic Law on

Qualifications and Professional Training)

e creation of Catdlogo Nacional de Cualificaciones Profesionales (National Catalog of Professional
Qualifications)

o creation of professional competencies

o (Consejo General de la Formacion Profesional (General Council on Professional Training)to consult
with Administracion General del Estado (General Administration of the State) in determining which
degrees, professional certificates, and other training offerings to be included in Catalogo Nacional
de Cualificaciones Profesionales



EDUCATION LEGISLATION

2006: Ley Orgénica de Fducacion/L OF (Organic Law on Education)

» regulates elementary, secondary and non-university post-secondary education
e regulates secondary and post-secondary arts education

e regulates post-secondary language and sports education and adult education

2007: Ley Organica de Modificacion de la Ley Orgéanica de Universidades/LOMLOU (Organic Law on
Modification of the Organic Law on Universities)

* new legal framework on university education

e universities responsible for creating and proposing syllabi based on resources and interest

e syllabi must be assessed by ANVECA before implementation

e all qualifications evaluated every 6 years



EDUCATION LEGISLATION

2013: Ley Orgénica para Mejora de la Calidad Educativa/Ll OMCE (Organic Law on Improvement of
Educational Quality)
» reformed curricula and evaluation of elementary, secondary and vocational education

2020: Ley Organica de Modificacion de la LOE/LOMLOE (Organic Law on the Modification of the
Organic Law on Education)

o reforms 2006 Ley Organica de Educacion/L OF

e eliminates Castellano as the working language of education

e requires schools to implement special education instruction within 10 years

 introduction of non-mandatory ethics class in 4" year of secondary school



ACCREDITATION

Registro de Universidades, Centros y Titulos/RUCT (Registry of Universities, Centers and Titles):

Assessment and Accreditation)

e created to provide information on official titles, universities and centers within Spanish educational
system

* maintained by Ministerio de Universidades (Ministry of Universities)

e search forrecognized university and #itu/os oficiales, both current and no longer offered



ACCREDITATION

Agencia Nacional de Evaluacion de /a Calidad y Acreditacion/ANECA (National Agency for Quality
Assessment and Accreditation)
e responsible for programmatic accreditation and quality assurance
e equivalencies for pre- and post-Bologna qualifications
e autonomous regions have own quality assurance agencies
e Work in tandem with ANECA
 Andalucia: Agencia Andaluza del Conocimiento
o Aragon: Agencia de Calidad y Prospectivia Universitaria de Aragon
o Balearic Islands: Agéncia de Qualitat Universitaria de les llles Balears
o Basque Country: Euskal Unibertsitate Sistemaren Kalitate Agentzia
o Canarylslands: Agencia Canaria de Calidad Universitaria y Evaluacion Educativa
o Castillay Leon: Agencia para la Calidad del Sistema Universitario de Castilla y Leon
o Catalunya: Agéncia de Qualitat del Sistema Universitari de Catalunya
o Galicia: Axencia para Calidade do Sistema Universitario de Galicia
e Madrid: Fundacion para Conocimiento de Madrid
o Valencia: Agéncia Valenciana d’Avaluacio i Prospectiva



GRADING SCALES

GRADING SCALES
0-10 and 0-4 scales

0-10 scale 1 | Descriptor 0-10 scale 2
9.0-10.0 Matricula de Honor* | 9.00 — 10.00
9.0-10.0 Sobresaliente/SB | 9.00 - 10.00
70-89 Notable/NT 7.00-8.99
50-6.9 Aprobado/AP 5.00 —6.99
0.0-49 Suspenso/SS 0.00 —4.99

Doctoral degree descriptors
Sobresaliente cum laude
Sobresaliente

Notable

Aprobado

No apto

0-4 scale | Descriptor
4 Matricula de Honor*
3 Sobresaliente
2 Notable
1 Aprobado
0 Suspenso

*rarely awarded




DIPLOMA FORMAT

Until 6/18/2014: “Juan Carlos |, Rey de Espafa” on top of diploma
6/19/2014 to present: “Felipe VI, Rey de Espaia” on top of diploma
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CERTIFICACION SUPLETORIA DE TITULO
UNIVERSITARIO OFICIAL

Process for initiating #ifu/oissuance request

sl —
r ([ ]
e

must initiate process once all academic program
requirements completed

Supletoria documents process has been initiated
one year or more to issue fitu/oonce process has
been initiated

alternatively, receipt documenting fees paid for #itulo
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DIPLOMA SUPPLEMENT

o free of charge

not automatically issued; students must request

issued in Spanish, language of community and English
paper document

digitized versions available
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Diploma Supplement
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Marco Espafiol de Cualificaciones par la Educacién Superior/MECES (Spanish Framework of Higher

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK

Education Qualifications)

Marco Espafiol de Cualificaciones/MECU(Spanish Framework of Qualifications)

established by law 2011
developed by ANECA

MECES level Qualification Title EQF
1 Técnico Superior b
2 Grado/Licenciado 6
3 Master )/
4 Doctor 8

still under development
all levels of education

will integrate MECES and Catélogo Nacional de Cualificaciones Profesionales/CNCP (National Catalog

of Professional Qualifications)
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ENSENANZA UNIVERSITARIA



ADMISSION TO HIGHER EDUCATION

2017-2018 academic year and earlier

Prueba de Acceso a la Universidad/PAU ( “selectividad”)
PAU specific to each university

2018 — 2019 academic year to present

Titulo de Bachillerand Evaluacion de Bachillerato para el Accesso a la Universidad/EBAU
No 7itulo de Bachiller = admission to post-secondary vocational education or training only
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TYPES OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Ensefianza universitaria (university education)

Ensefianza no universitaria (non-university education)

formacion profesional de grado superior (advanced professional training)

ensefianzas de artes plasticas y disefio de grado superior (advanced studio art and design
education)

ensefianzas deportivas de grado superior(advanced sports education)
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PLAN DE ESTUDIOS

PLAN DE ESTUDIOS (STUDY PLAN)
e requirements for a particular program of study
o students follow plan in effect at time of enrollment
» date of publication in RUCT and/or Boletin Oficial del Estado/BOE (Official State Bulletin)
* language of instruction
e name of #fu/o awarded upon successful completion
e distribution of coursework/ECTS
e formacion basica (foundation coursework)
o obligatoria(required coursework)
o practicas externas (internships)
o optativa(optional/elective coursework)
o Trabajo Fin de Grado/ Trabajo Fin de Master (final degree project)
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PLAN DE ESTUDIOS
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PLAN DE ESTUDIOS — OEANNOUNCEMENT
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PRE-BOLOGNA

Titulo de Diplomado

Titulo de Ingeniero Técnico

Titulo de Arquiteco Técnico
3 years

Titulo de Técnico Superior

Curso de Puente

2 years

Titulo de Doctor
3 —4vyears

Diploma de Suficiencia Investigadora
Diploma de Estudios Avanzados
2 years

Titulo de Licenciado en (field of study)
Titulo de Ingeniero
4 - 6years
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PRE-BOLOGNA FIRST CYCLE PROGRAMS

GENERAL INFORMATION
o offered at escuelas universitarias (university schools), colegios técnicos superiors (high
technical colleges), /nstitutos universitarios (university institutes)
* many types of programs
e preparation for employment
e |astadmission to dip/omado and ingeniero/arquitecto técnico 2010 —2011 academic year
o |ed to further study in /icencraturaprograms
e same field of study = direct entry
o differentfield of study = curso de puente (bridging course)

e 2years
» |ed to further study in dip/lomado and ingeniero / arquitecto técnico programs

e Jyears
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Titulo de Técnico Superior




Titulo de Diplomado
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PRE-BOLOGNA FIRST CYCLE PROGRAMS

3years
offered at escuelas técnicas universitarias de ingenieria y arquitectura (technical university
schools of engineering and architecture)
led to further study in /icenciatura programs
e same field of study = direct entry
o differentfield of study = curso de puente (bridging course)
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Titulo de Ingeniero Técnico
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Titulo de Arquitecta Técnica
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PRE-BOLOGNA SECOND CYCLE PROGRAMS

» admission required selectividad or diplomado, técnico superior, or ingeniero/arquitecto técnico
e 2-06years, depending on field of study and previous education
e many types of programs
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Titulo Universitario Oficial de Licenciado en
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PRE-BOLOGNA THIRD CYCLE PROGRAMS

admission required 2" cycle qualification
b—6years
2 stages

FIRST STAGE

YAVLETES
awarded after courses and defense of fes/ina (research project)

SECOND STAGE

e 3+years

required defense of a dissertation (thesis)
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Diploma de Estudios Avanzados




Titulo de Doctor
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PRE-BOLOGNA TEACHER TRAINING

early childhood and elementary education teacher training
3years
admission required 7itulo de Bachiller (Title of Baccalaureate)

secondary school teacher training
offered 1970s through 2009-2010 academic year
100 — 300 hours / 6 months — 1 year

admission required 2" cycle qualification
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Titulo Universitario Oficial de Maestro




Certificado de Aptitud Pedagogica
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CURRENT
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CURRENT 15t CYCLE PROGRAMS

Admission requires 7itulo de Bachiller, Titulo Superior or Titulo de Técnica(o)
o (urso de adapatacion(adaptation course)

offered since 2008

4 -6vyears/240-360 ECTS

e 3-year /180 ECTS programs introduced in 2016-2017 academic year

coursework

sometimes internship

[rabajo Fin de Grado (Final Project) project or thesis (dissertation)
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Titulo Universitario Oficial de Licenciado en




Titulo Universitario Oficial de Graduado en
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1st CYCLE PROGRAMS — TEACHER TRAINING

2 years (2000 hours)
assistant teacher

4 years /240 ECTS

1 year /60 ECTS following /icenciaturain teaching field
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Titulo de Técnica Superior en Educacion Infantil
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2"d CYCLE PROGRAMS

Offered since 2006

admission requires 15t cycle qualification

1- 2 years /60-120 ECTS

In combination with 15t cycle qualification, must represent 300+ ECTS
e 4+1

e 3+2
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Titulo Oficial de Master Universitario




34 CYCLE PROGRAMS

admission requires 2" cycle qualification
3+ years
no minimum ECTS requirement
coursework + research
defense of dissertation (thesis)
many multi-institutional / multi-country programs
o Mencion Doctor Europeo (Special Mention European Doctorate)
« 3+ months study or research at institution in European Union
o Mencion Doctor Internacional (Special Mention International Doctorate)
e 3+ months study or research at institution abroad
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Titulo Universitario de Doctor
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TITULOS PROPIOS

1983 law granted universities autonomy to create #tu/o programs and award diplomas
not requlated by ANECA
e quality control sole responsibility of university
university professors not required to teach
almost always at graduate level
* Undergraduate-level 7/itulo Propio offered at a few institutions
not based in research
designed to prepare for employment
specialized studies; sometimes in cooperation with business
not recognized across Spain
do not grant access to doctoral studies, in most cases
not recognized for civil service employment or advancement
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Titulo Propio (undergraduate)
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Titulo Propio (graduate)




Titulo Propio (graduate)

LA UNIVERSITAT POLITECNICA DE VALENCIA

v en su nombre D, Franciseo José Mora Mas, Rector de ln misma,
expide el presente
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TITULOS PROPIOS

EXAMPLE: UNACCREDITED SCHOOL IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH ACCREDITED UNIVERSITIES

0BS Business School

campuses in Spain, Colombia, Perd

not recognized in Spain

academic partnerships with Universitat de Barcelona
and Universitat Internacional de Catalunya

Doble titulacion
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TITULOS PROPIOS

Escuela de Negocios Europea de
Barcelona/ENEB

Not recognized in Spain

Academic partnership with Universidad
Internacional Isabel | de Castilla
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NON-RECOGNIZED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION

significant growth

undergraduate and graduate

programs designed for professional training or employment
mainly business, art, design, gaming, music

1



Unaccredited institution
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Unaccredited institution
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ENSENANZA NO UNIVERSITARIA



NON-UNIVERSITY HIGHER EDUCATION

Admission pathways
Titulo de Bachiller= direct admission
19 years-old + entrance examination
18 years-old + 7/tulo de Técnico
o 25years-old + passed university entrance examination
university titulo

Length of study
e 2-3years
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NON-UNIVERSITY HIGHER EDUCATION

Registro Estatal de Centros Docentes no Universitarios/RCD (State Registry of Non-University
Teaching Centers)
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Titulo de Técnica Superior
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Titulo de Técnico Superior




NON-UNIVERSITY HIGHER EDUCATION

Art, music, dance, design and drama education

Ensefianza de Régimen Especial (Special Education System)
o parallel system to higher education

offered at

conservatorios de musica (conservatories of music)

conservatories de danza(conservatories of dance)

escuelas de arte (schools of art)

centros autorizadas (authorized centers)
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NON-UNIVERSITY HIGHER EDUCATION

Music, dance, art, design: 4 — 5 years
Drama: 4 years
by law, at same level as 7itulo de Licenciado

1 year /60 ECTS
Admission requires 7itulo Superioren ....
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Titulo Superior

e Musica
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VERIFICATION



VERIFICATION

“OLD-SCHOOL" METHODOLOGY (it still works!)

procedure for manual verifications still exist at Spanish HEI's
responsive through email
responsible body for verification depends on institution
e generally, a function of the office of the Secretaria General
 larger universities might have a Seccion de Titulos (Oficiales)for completed degrees
 Individual faculties sometimes issue transcripts and verify incomplete degrees, assist in
verifying completed degrees
o Posgrado(graduate) and fitulos propio studies usually verified by a separate office
» dissertation/thesis database
o “Registro” usually is not the correct office
Consent form signed by applicant ALWAYS required; ID sometimes required
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VERIFICATION

NEW(ER) TECHNOLOGY AND VERIFICATION

Ley 59/2003 de 19 Dic: Electronic Signatures

o framework of legality/official use of electronic signatures

« enshrines into law necessity for verification of electronic signatures
universities build verification capability into online documents
verification instructions on document itself

« (R Code and URL

o (ddigo Seguro de Verificacion/CSV (Secure Verification Code)
verification is hosted on

e university’s domain

e 3" party provider
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VERIFICATION

VERIFIABLE ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT — UNIVERSITY WEBSITE — SIGNATURE ONLY?
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VERIFICATION

VERIFIABLE ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT — UNIVERSITY WEBSITE — SIGNATURE ONLY?
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VERIFICATION

VERIFIABLE CERTIFICACION SUPLETORIA DE TITULO UNIVERSITARIO— UNIVERSITY WEBSITE
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VERIFICATION

VERIFIABLE CERTIFICACION SUPLETORIA DE TITULO UNIVERSITARIO— UNIVERSITY WEBSITE
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VERIFICATION

VERIFIABLE ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT — THIRD-PARTY PROVIDER
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VERIFICATION

VERIFABLE ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT — THIRD-PARTY PROVIDER
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RESOURCES



RESOURCES

Agencia Nacional de Evaluacion de la Calidad y Acreditacion/ANECA (National Agency for Quality
Assessment and Accreditation): http://www.aneca.es/

Ministerio de Univesidades (Ministry of Universities): https://www.universidades.gob.es/

Ministerio de Educacion y Formacién Profesional (Ministry of Education and Professional Training):
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/portada.html

Registro de Universidades, Centros y Titulos/RUCT (Registry of Universities, Centers and Titles):
https://www.educacion.gob.es/ruct/home

Instituto Nacional de las Cualificaciones/INCUAL (National Institute of Qualifications)
https://incual.educacion.gob.es/

Registro Estatal de Centros Docentes no Universitarios/RCD (State Registry of Non-University Teaching
Centers) https://www.educacion.gob.es/centros/home.do



http://www.aneca.es/
https://www.universidades.gob.es/
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/portada.html
https://www.educacion.gob.es/ruct/home
https://incual.educacion.gob.es/
https://www.educacion.gob.es/centros/home.do

RESOURCES

Catdlogo Nacional de Cualificaciones Profesionales/CNCP (National Catalog of Professional Qualifications
https://incual.educacion.gob.es/bdc
Catalan Higher Education Qualifications Framework https://www.aqu.cat/doc/doc 54247988 1.pdf

ENIC-NARIC Espaiia https://www.enic-naric.net/spain.aspx

Basic Guide to the Andalusian Education System
https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/educacion/portals/delegate/content/496ed9f5-4d01-44{8-9253-
d9121858d47b

OECD Report on Education in Andalusia https://www.oecd.org/education/imhe/44666367.pdf

Basque Vocational Education and Training Plan 2019-2021
https://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/fpgeneral/en def/adjuntos/FP INGELESA web.pdf



https://incual.educacion.gob.es/bdc
https://www.aqu.cat/doc/doc_54247988_1.pdf
https://www.juntadeandalucia.es/educacion/portals/delegate/content/496ed9f5-4d01-44f8-9253-d9121858d47b
https://www.oecd.org/education/imhe/44666367.pdf
https://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/fpgeneral/en_def/adjuntos/FP_INGELESA_web.pdf

RESOURCES

CONTACT US

Kate Freeman: kfreeman@spantran.com

David Wimmer: dwimmer(@spantran.com



mailto:kfreeman@spantran.com
mailto:dwimmer@spantran.com

iMuchisimas gracias!
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