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Ryan joined WES in 2015 and has held roles as a credential analyst, knowledge 
analyst and knowledge management specialist. As an evaluator he focused 

mostly on Francophone, Lusophone and Latin American education systems. He 
has written on the education systems of Brazil and Cameroon. He is currently 

the knowledge manager at WES, helping to develop trainings, provide relevant 
resources for evaluators and extract evaluation knowledge from staff.
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Introduction
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Country Overview

Lebanon

• Lebanese Republic 
(Al Jumhuriyah al Lubnaniyah, 
or la République Libanaise)

• Population: 5,296,814
(2022 est.) (Source: CIA World Factbook)

• Capital: Beirut

• Languages: Arabic (official), 
French, English
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Historical Context

• Originally part of the Ottoman province of Syria

• Establishment of French mandate of Lebanon in 1920

• Independence in 1943
o Formation of the National Covenant

• Lebanese Civil War, 1975–1990
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Conflict and Refugee Crisis

• The Arab-Israeli and Israeli-Palestinian conflicts produced large 
numbers of Palestinian refugees
o Palestinian refugee education in Lebanon run by the United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA)

• U.S.-led invasion of Iraq and subsequent civil war
o Brief wave of Iraqi refugees

• Syrian Civil War
o About 1.5 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon (UNHCR, 2022)

o Syrian refugees often have trouble accessing basic and higher 
education in Lebanon
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Sectarianism and Government Instability

• Lebanon’s political system institutionalizes the representation of various 
religious sects
o Maronite Christians
o Sunni Muslims
o Shia Muslims
o Druze

• Government instability is largely due to sectarianism
o Garbage collection crisis
o Lack of president for 2.5 years – current president 

is Michel Aoun
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Economic Crisis and Explosion of Port of Beirut

• Apparent in August of 2019 and further exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

• Crisis was concealed by financial engineering of the governor of the 
central bank.

• Massive inflation has increased poverty, with about 80% of the population 
falling below the poverty line. Inflation is currently around 168%!

• In August 2020, a large amount of ammonium nitrate stored at the Port of 
Beirut exploded, causing 218 deaths, 7,000 injuries, and US$15 billion in 
property damage; 300,000 people became homeless.
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Mobility Trends
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Mobility Trends

Rank Destination Country 2020 Total

1 France 5,470

2 United States 1,535

3 United Kingdom 1,389

4 Germany 1,349

5 Ukraine 928

6 Iran 802

7 Canada 798

8 Turkey 741

9 Italy 600

10 Australia 479
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Lebanese Students in the United States
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International Students in Lebanon

• There is little solid data on international students 
in Lebanon.

• Lebanon has traditionally been a popular destination for students 
from the Middle East and North Africa.

• High-ranked institutions, especially the American University of Beirut 
(AUB), are top destinations.

• Lebanon has also traditionally been a popular destination for Western 
students studying Arabic.
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Education System
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Administration of Education System

Ministry of 
Education and 

Higher Education 
(MEHE)

Directorate 
General of 
Education

Directorate 
General of 

Higher 
Education

National Center 
for Educational 
Research and 
Development

Directorate 
General of 

Technical and 
Vocational 
Education
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Development of the Lebanese Education System

• The Lebanese education system is patterned after the French and 
American education systems.

• This is particularly noticeable in the higher education sector.

• Lebanon is also home to universities from other countries’ education 
systems – most notably Canadian- and German-patterned institutions.
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Education Diagram

Source: AEI NOOSR

General Secondary Education Certificate
(Baccalauréat Libanais)

Upper Secondary Education 
3 years

Primary Education 
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University/Four-year Colleges
Bachelor’s degree

Master’s Degree
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Lower Secondary Education 3 years
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Doctorat
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Master
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Licence Technique
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Elementary Education

Primary education –
ages 6 to 12
 2 cycles – each 3 years in length
 Language of Instruction – Arabic

Arabic

Art

Civics

Mathematics

Science

Physical 
Education

Subjects
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Secondary Education
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Lower Secondary Education

Lower-secondary education – ages 12 to 15 
• 1 cycle – 3 years in length
• Students choose a track to pursue – Academic or Vocational/Technical
• Exam-based qualifications

Academic

Brevet d’Etudes

Vocational

Certificat d’Aptitude
Professionnel (CAP)

Technical

Brevet Professionnel (BP)

3 years
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Upper Secondary Education

• Upper secondary education – ages 15 to 18
o 1 cycle – 3 years in length

• Admission is based upon the Brevet d’Etudes or Brevet Professionnel

• Students follow one of two tracks:

o general academic or vocational/technical

• Students attend general secondary schools or technical secondary education schools

• National curriculum, administered and supervised by the schools

• Language of instruction: Arabic and French
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Upper Secondary Education – Academic Track

• Academic track is divided into 4 streams

• Chosen after the common first year of 
upper-secondary school

Arts and Humanities Experimental 
Sciences

Social Sciences and 
Economics

General 
Sciences

Year 1 – Common Year
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• At the end of the 3rd year, students take the General Secondary Examination (commonly known as 
the Baccalaureate).

• The exam is administered by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education.

• Upon passing the examination, students are awarded the General Secondary Education Certificate 
or General Secondary Diploma (Baccalauréat Libanais). In Arabic, Shahaadat Al-Bakaalouriya al 
Lubnaaniya l’il-ta ’liim al-Thaanawi.

Upper Secondary Education – Academic Track

NOTE:
International secondary qualifications are also becoming popular 
in Lebanon: International Baccalaureate (IB), French Baccalauréat, 
American high school diploma
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Upper-Secondary Education – Technical Track

• Combination of general education and concentrated courses 
in a chosen specialization

• Coursework includes:
o Arabic
o Foreign languages
o Mathematics
o Science
o Civics
o Stream-specific courses

• Exam-based qualification –
taken at the end of the third year

• Upon passing the examination, students are awarded the 
Baccalauréat Technique or Al-Bakaalouriya al-Fanniya.

Streams

Agriculture

Industry

Service
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Evolution of Upper Secondary Credentials

Until 1990

 Baccalauréat – Première Partie
• Taken at the end of the 2nd year of upper-secondary study

 Baccalauréat – Deuxième Partie
• Taken at the end of the 3rd year of upper-secondary study

1991–2000  Baccalauréat Libanais
• Taken at the end of the 3rd year of upper-secondary study

2001–Present  General Secondary Education Certificate or General Secondary Diploma
• Taken at the end of the 3rd year of upper-secondary study
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Secondary Education—Post-Secondary Options

Provides access to:
 University study

Academic track

Provides access to:
 Post-secondary 

technical and 
vocational study
 The workforce

Technical/
Vocational track
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Secondary Grading Scale
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Document Requirements – Secondary Education

 Degree certificates
o Clear and legible photocopies of all graduation certificates
o Must be in the language in which they were issued

 Examination results
o Examination results indicating all subjects taken and grades obtained sent directly to WES 

by the ministry of national education

 Translations
o Precise, word-for-word English translations prepared by the institution attended or any 

certified translation service for all documents that are not issued in English
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Higher Education



© World Education Services. All rights reserved. 31

Higher Education - Accreditation

• Ministry of Education and Higher Education, Directorate General of Higher 
Education has oversight of both public and private Higher Education 
Institutions.

• Université Libanaise (Lebanese University)
o Only public university

• 32 accredited private universities or university institutes, colleges, and 
schools.

• Some institutions also hold foreign accreditation 
(ex: USA and France)
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Higher Education Institutions

Private Universities and Institutions
• American University of Beirut (AUB)
• University of Balamand (UOB)
• Académie Libanaise des Beaux-Arts (ALBA)
• Beirut Arab University (BAU)
• Université La Sagesse (ULS)
• Université Saint-Esprit de Kaslik (USEK)
• Middle East University (MEU)
• Université Saint Joseph (USJ)
• Lebanese American University (LAU)
• Haigazian University (HU)
• Bekaa University (BU)
• Islamic University of Lebanon (IUL)
• Beirut Islamic University (BIU)
• Notre Dame University (NDU)
• Makassed University (MU)
• Antonine University
• Jinan University (JU)

• Global University (GU)
• Arab Open University (AOU)
• American University of Science and Technology (AUST)
• American University of Technology (AUT)
• Ecole Supérieure et Internationale de Gestion
• Rafik Hariri University
• Al-Ouzai University College
• Al-Kafaàt Institution of Higher Education
• Institut d’Enseignement Supérieur de Physiothérapie
• Institut Universitaire de Gestion et des Sciences
• C & E American University Institute
• Joya University Institute of Technology
• Ecole Supérieure des Affaires
• Institut Universitaire Sainte Famille de Physiothérapie
• Sidoon University College

Public Universities
• Université Libanaise
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Higher Education – American-
vs. French-Patterned Systems

Specialized 
program of study

Bologna L-M-D 
degree structure 
and ECTS credits

French 0–20 
grading system 
or ECTS grades

Focus on general 
education requirements

American degree 
structure and credits

American 
A–F or 0–100
grading system

French American
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Higher Education - Academic Year in Lebanon

• The academic year typically runs from September to July (can vary by 
institutions).

• The academic year is divided into two semesters – one in the fall and 
one in the spring.

• Institutions that follow an American system may offer a summer 
semester as well.
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Higher Education – American-Patterned 
Credentials

*Credit from secondary study can exempt students from up to a year of study

Credential Name Bachelor’s Degree Master’s Degree Doctorate

Admission Requirement General Secondary 
Education Certificate Bachelor’s degree Master’s degree

Length of Program 4 years* 1–2 years
2–5 years 

(dissertation and original 
research)

Equivalency Bachelor’s degree Master’s degree Earned doctorate
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Higher Education – French-Patterned Credentials

Credential Name Diplôme de Licence Master Doctorat

Admission Requirement General Secondary 
Education Certificate Diplôme de Licence Master

Length of Program 3–4 years 1–2 years
3–5 years 

(dissertation and 
original research)

WES Equivalency Bachelor’s degree Master’s degree Earned doctorate
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Undergraduate Credit from Secondary Study

• Can exempt students from up to a full year of undergraduate 
coursework (24–32 semester credits) of American-patterned degrees.

• This means that a four-year American-patterned bachelor’s degree 
may look like a three-year program.

• Sample documents at the end of the presentation 
will show this in more detail.
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Higher Education – American-Patterned 
Professional Study

Credential 
Name

Bachelor of 
Engineering

Master of 
Engineering

Doctor of 
Medicine

Bachelor of 
Dental Surgery

Doctor of 
Pharmacy

Admission 
Requirement

General Secondary 
Education 
Certificate

Bachelor of 
Engineering Bachelor’s degree

General Secondary 
Education 
Certificate

General Secondary 
Education 
Certificate

Length of Program 5 years 2 years 4 – 5 years 5 years 6 years

WES Equivalency Bachelor’s degree Master’s degree
First professional 

degree in medicine 
(Doctor of Medicine)

Five years of 
professional study in 

dentistry

First professional 
degree in pharmacy 

(Doctor of 
Pharmacy)
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Higher Education – French-Patterned Professional 
Study

Credential Name
Diplôme d’Ingénieur

(Diploma of 
Engineer)

Diplôme de Docteur
en Médecine

(Diploma of Doctor 
in Medicine)

Diplôme de Docteur
en Chirurgie

Dentaire (Diploma of 
Doctor in Dental 

Surgery)

Diplôme de Docteur
en Pharmacie

(Diploma of Doctor 
in Pharmacy)

Admission Requirement General Secondary 
Education Certificate

General Secondary 
Education Certificate

General Secondary 
Education Certificate

General Secondary 
Education Certificate

Length of Program 5 years 7 years (includes 
1 internship year) 5 years 6 years

WES Equivalency Bachelor’s and master’s 
degree

First professional degree 
in medicine (Doctor of 

Medicine)

Five years of professional 
study in dentistry

Bachelor’s and master’s 
degree
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Higher Education – French-Patterned 
Grading Scale
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Higher Education – Credit Systems

• Coefficients

• Some institutions now 
use ECTS

French-
Patterned

• 1 – 1 credits

• Same structure as U.S. 
university programs

American-
Patterned
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Higher Education – Technical and Vocational 
Credentials

 Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur (DTS)
o 2-3 years of study following the Baccalauréat Technique
o Offered in 27 specializations

 Licence Technique (LT)
o One additional year of study and examination on top 

of the DTS

 Both qualifications are evaluated on the basis of national examination 
results taken at the end of the program
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Document Requirements – Higher Education

 Degree certificates
• Clear and legible photocopies of all degree certificates or diplomas issued by the institutions 

attended

• Must be in the language in which they were issued

 Academic transcripts
• Academic transcripts indicating all subjects taken and grades obtained sent directly to WES 

by the institutions attended

• * For completed doctoral program: a letter confirming award 
of degree sent directly to WES by the institutions attended

 Translations
• Precise, word-for-word English translations prepared by the institution attended or any 

certified translation service for all documents that are not issued in English
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Sample Documents
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
General Secondary Diploma

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. Graduation Status

6. WES Authentication

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
General Secondary Diploma - Translation
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Bachelor of Science – American University 
of Beirut

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. Graduation Status

6. WES Authentication

1

3

4

5

6

2
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Bachelor of Science – American University 
of Beirut

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. Graduation Status

6. WES Authentication

13

4

5

6

2
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Bachelor of Science – American University 
of Beirut

1

2

3

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Student Information

3. WES Authentication
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Bachelor of Science – American University 
of Beirut

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Student Information

3. Program Information

4. WES Authentication

1
2

3

4
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Diplôme de Licence –
Université Libanaise

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. Graduation Status

6. WES Authentication

1

3
4

5

6

2
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Diplôme de Licence –
Université Libanaise

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. Graduation Status

6. WES Authentication

1

3

4
5

6

2
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Diplôme de Licence –
Université Libanaise

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. Graduation Status

6. WES Authentication

1

3

4

6

25

5
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Master –
Université Libanaise

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. Graduation Status

6. WES Authentication

1

3

4

6

2

5
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Master –
Université Libanaise

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. WES Authentication

1

3

4
2

5
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Lebanese Sample 
Documents
Master –
Université Libanaise

1. Information Identifying the Institution

2. Information Identifying the Credential

3. Student Information

4. Program Information

5. WES Authentication

1

3

4
2

5
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Does this document belong to the French- or 
American-patterned system?

Be careful with transliteration!

This is a French-patterned 
institution however the degree 
certificate may reach “Bachelor”.

First degrees should be a Licence
and generally 3 years in length for 
most majors. 

See corresponding transcript on the 
next slide.
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Questions and Comments
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Need more information? 

60
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