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ABOUT CES

 Established by University of Toronto in 1967

 Canada’s only university-based academic credential assessment agency

 Our assessments are used for:

 Immigration to Canada

 Admission to colleges and other educational institutions.

 Employment

 Membership, licensure, or certification by professional organizations and regulatory bodies.
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TAKING THE PULSE

1. Have you ever evaluated degrees completed in India via distance 
learning?

 Yes 
 No

2. Are you familiar with the UGC/DEB regulations?
 Yes
 No
 Maybe



HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

What is ODL?

 off campus, at a study centre
 through correspondence courses
 at an open university (national or state)
 online courses

•Phase I: prior to the IGNOU Act
•Phase II: IGNOU Act – Distance Education Council
•Phase III: Distance Education Bureau



IGNOU ACT

Why IGNOU
 Promotion of ODL program

Target student enrolment by 2015 – 21%

 Introduction of Program Approval
As access improved, the quality of education was not 
satisfactory

 2009: UGC-AICTE-DEC Joint Committee 
(2009 Handbook)

 2010 – 2012: Tripartite Committee
 2013 – Transition to UGC/DEB



CHANGES INTRODUCED BY THE DEB 2017 REGULATIONS

Institutional ranking – autonomous eligibility

For the first time, NAAC ranking was used to determine if a university or a 
deemed university can offer distance learning programs. 

 NAAC 3.26 and above reduced to 3.01 for ODL

 NAAC 3.26 remains for online programs

This requirement does not apply to  

 Deemed Universities  

 Open Universities until they become eligible for NAAC ranking (completion of 
five years of existence) 

Territorial jurisdiction

 State public, central universities

 Deemed universities

 State private universities



CHANGES INTRODUCED BY THE DEB 2017 REGULATIONS (CONT’D)

Application for program approval
Only DEB approved programs are recognized ODL degrees
Approval granted for intake every year
Which programs require approval

All degree programs
Professional degree programs continue to be barred
Sub-degree programs (Diploma and post-graduate programs do 

not require approval)
DEB Part III-Section 4-8 Quality Assurance-(1)-(v)

PGDM – UGC/DEB oversees PGDM offered via distance mode



DEB PART III-SECTION 4-8 QUALITY ASSURANCE-(1)-(V) (2017)

“the Higher Educational Institutions may continue to offer Certificate or Diploma or Post Graduate 
Diploma programmes subject to the condition that all the Certificate or Diploma or Post Graduate 
Diploma programmes are duly approved by the statutory authorities or bodies of the respective Higher Educational 
Institutions and the delivery mechanism conforms to the quality standards of the Open and Distance learning education 
as specified by the Higher Educational Institutions and further, the Higher Educational Institutions may offer Certificate or 
Diploma or Post Graduate Diploma in professional programmes (other than in engineering, medicine, dental, nursing, 
pharmacy, architecture and physiotherapy etc. and programmes not permitted to be offered in distance mode by any 
other regulatory authority) subject to the condition that the concerned Higher Educational Institution has already obtained 
or received the requisite approvals from the concerned statutory regulatory authorities or councils before the actual start 
of such course or programs through Open and Distance Learning mode;”

DEB 2017



AMENDMENTS TO THE DEB 2017 REGULATIONS

•Amendments between 2017 to 2019
 These amendments serve the purpose to tighten up the terminology but 

the main regulations stay unchanged.
 All regulations are not applicable to IGNOU due to its special status as a 

national open university
•UGC (Online Courses or Programmes) Regulations, 2018

1. NAAC accreditation of minimum 3.26/4
2. In the top-100 in the national ranking for at least two years during the 
previous three years.
3. Same program must be offered either in regular mode or in ODL with at 
least one batch passed out

https://www.ugc.ac.in/deb/notices.html

https://www.ugc.ac.in/deb/notices.html


2020 REGULATIONS: ODL AND ONLINE REGULATIONS

 IGNOU is exempted from the ODL and online regulations
 Post graduate diploma now required UGC/DEB approval
 Prohibited Programs

 Engineering, Medical, Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy and other Para-Medical disciplines, 
Pharmacy, Nursing, Dental, Architecture, Law, Agriculture, Horticulture, Hotel 
Management, Catering Technology, Culinary Sciences, Aircraft Maintenance, 
Visual Arts and Sports

 M.Phil. and Ph.D.
 ODL and PGD provisions

 Science based programs only offered from the Head Quarters and/or only from such 
Learner Support centers

 Programs require practical or laboratory course are prohibited through online (except 
for IT programs)



DOCUMENT REVIEW AND FRAUD 
DETECTION
 How to detect ODL programs

 Degree certificates may not indicate the mode of teaching
 Mark sheets are usually attested by the Control of Examinations but sometimes 

will indicate it was completed at the directorate of distance learning
 Program content – can usually provide information on how the program was 

delivered
 Check university website

 What information you need to know if the program is recognized
 UGC/DEB lists published every year
 Sometimes check the university’s Act

 Fraud detection
 Documents
 Inter-institutional communications
 Electronically delivered documents during COVID-19

Our colleagues are offering an interesting hands-on session on the sophisticated schemes 
of fraud attempts tomorrow at the same time. We highly recommend you also attend that 
session if you get excited about detecting fraudulent documents. 



CES ASSESSMENT POLICY

Credentials Characteristics Policy

Degree Programs •Must be a UGC recognized university
•Program needs to be approved for the intake year
•If the NAAC rating is above 3.25, it might be OK

Recognized

•UGC recognized university
•Professional degrees done via ODL can’t be evaluated (i.e. 
engineering degrees)
•Program was not approved for the intake year

Do not evaluate (not 
recognized)

Sub-degree Programs •Universities: may not need UGC/DEB approval – check the 
University Act
•Stand-alone institutions: must be approved for the intake year

Recognized



CASE STUDIES

Click to add text



CASE STUDY - #1: ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY - PGDBM

• State university
• Distance learning
• Post-2017

Recognized Not 
Recognized
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CASE STUDY - #2:WELINGKAR INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT, 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

• Stand-alone institute
• PGD approved by DEB

Recognized Not 
Recognized
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CASE STUDY - #3: J.R.N. RAJASTHAN VIDYAPEETH (DEEMED-TO-BE 
UNIVERSITY)

• Deemed-to-be university
• Program not listed on DEB

Recognized Not 
Recognized
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FINAL THOUGHTS

 Distance learning programs in India are in the process of 
standardization 
 Determine the recognition in India according to time of study

 Documentation Review
 Pay special attention to document authenticity
 Look for information hidden in the documents

 Comparability / Equivalency Assessment
 What should be recognized and comparable
 What to do with the ones that are convoluted
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QUESTIONS?
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