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PART I: 

Implementation of the LMD system

in France
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The Baccalaureate
Key to accessing Higher Education

BAC+ 
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The “BAC”

Established in 1809 by Napoleon

@ Lycée

General

Technological

Professional
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The “Relevé de Notes”

ADMIS(E)

AJOURNÉ(E)
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Conditions 
of Awards
•Grade average ≥ 

10 out of 20



Bologna Process in 
France

 A Reform with institutional and 

programmatic impacts
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Bologna Process

When?

In 1999, 29 Ministers of 
Higher Education signed 
the Bologna Declaration 
with the intention of 
creating a European Higher 
Education Area (EHEA) by 
2010

Why?

Harmonize academic 
programs throughout the 
EHEA

Foster students’ mobility

How?

Three degrees (grades) among all 
EHEA countries

• Licence/Master/Doctorat

• ECTS credits/grades*

• Diploma Supplement (DS)

• Calendar Semestrialization

• Capitalization of Teaching Units 
(UE: Unités d’Enseignement)

• Academic and Professional tracks
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Implementation of these reforms is uneven across the current 48 participating countries 

MAP OF THE EHEA
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Timeline in 

France

1999

Bologna 
Declaration

2002

LMD or “3-5-8” Reform 
implementation

2010/11

Full conversion 
expected/ Old system 
phased out

2020/2021?    
That’s what we 
will look at 
today ☺
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Pre- & Post-LMD Education Levels

Educ. Cycles

(pre-LMD) LMD Degrees 
(Grades)
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Types of Higher Education 

Institutions
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Post BAC Study Options by Institutions 14



University Institutes

University Institute 
of Technology

IUT
Institut 
Universitaire
de Technologie

University Institute 
for Teacher Training

IUFM
Institut 
Universitaire
de Formation 
de Maîtres
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University Institutes of Technology (IUT)

 Created in 1966 

 BAC + 2

 DUT: University Diploma of Technology

 BAC+3 (introduced in 2000)

 Professional Licentiate

 2021: A 3-year Professional Licentiate will be introduced

DUT 1 DUT 2 Licence Pro.

L 1 L 2 Licence  Pro.
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DUT: BAC+2
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University Institutes for Teacher Training 

(IUFM) now known as INSPE

•Institut National 
Supérieur du 
Professorat et 
de l’Education 

2019

ESPE renamed 
INSPE

•LMD compliance

2010/2011

Masterization
Reform

•Ecoles 
Supérieures du 
Professorat et de 
l’Education 

2013

IUFM replaced 
by ESPE

•Institut Universitaire de 
Formation de Maîtres

•2-year teacher training 
program for Licence 
degree holders 

1991

IUFM creation
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Licence Master 1 Master 2

Master de 
l’Enseignement, de 
l’Education et de la 
Formation (MEEF)



MEEF: BAC+5
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Universities
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Universities

Public, free and 
secular

• Exception => Few 
private Catholic 
universities/institutes 
partially subsidized 
and fully regulated by 
the State 

Named after the 
city/region in 
which they are 

located 

Organized by 
Facultés that 

comprise 
different 

Départments
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LICENCE: BAC+3 (Transitional Format)
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LICENCE: BAC+3

Pre-LMD LMD

23



DESS: BAC +5 (transitional)
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Master: BAC+5 (Professional track)
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DEA: BAC+5 (Transitional)
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Master: BAC+5 (Research track)
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DOCTORAT: BAC+8

Pre-LMD LMD
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University Health Studies

State Diploma (Diplôme d’Etat) 

awarded upon completion

PACES (Premiere année commune 
aux Etudes de Santé)/L1

• One common year of pre-med. studies 
introduced in 2010/2011

Followed by 5 
competitive 

tracks
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Midwifery: BAC+5
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MD: BAC+9
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DDS: BAC+6
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PharmD: BAC+6
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Higher Schools
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Preparatory Classes
Classes Préparatoires aux Grandes Ecoles        Prépa

• Crème de la crème of BAC graduates

Eligibility

• Intense and stressful advanced courses/preparation towards the 
highly competitive entrance examination to enter the Grandes Ecoles 

Program

• BAC+2 minimally / Workload is one of the highest in Europe!

Duration

• Prestigious Lycée or Grande Ecole (integrated study programs)

Offered @ 

• No diploma awarded at the end of the CPGE

Notes
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The Concours
Highly Competitive Exam

Requires the CPGE as a preparation

Students usually take at least two 
different Concours to improve their 
chance to be admitted

Only one repetition is allowed

In case of multiple failures, students can 
transfer Preparatory classes coursework 
for further studies at public universities
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Grandes Ecoles Overview

Various fields of 
study

Business Mgmt.

Political Science

Engineering

Veterinary Sciences

Fine arts

Architecture

Military science…

Operate under the 
supervision of 

multiple Ministries 

Health

Defense

Culture

Agriculture…

Highly selective 
and prestigious 

institutions

Public and Private Higher 
Education Institutions

http://www.cge.asso.fr/
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Higher Business Schools 
Ecoles Supérieures de Commerce (ESC)

Studies and 
internships 
abroad are 

commonplace

2-year 
(Bac+4)

3-year 
(Bac+5)

100+ ESC
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Diploma from ESC: BAC+5 (Pre-LMD)
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Diploma from ESC: BAC+5
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Institutes of Political Studies

9 IEPs

• Most prestigious: Sciences Po Paris

Train French politicians, 
diplomats and lawyers

IEP is a type of university 
within the family of 
grandes écoles. 
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Diploma from IEP: BAC+5 (Transitional)
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Diploma from IEP: BAC+5
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Engineering Schools 
Ecole d'Ingénieurs

• Some are affiliated to public 
universities 

Approximately 250 
engineering schools

• 3 years after the 2-year CPGE

• 5 years (integrated preparatory 
program)

Program duration

• After approval from CTI, 
institutions are allowed to
award the Diplôme d’Ingénieur

Curriculums are 
approved by the 

Commission des Titre
d’Ingénieurs-CTI 
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Engineer Diploma: BAC+5

45



Specialized Schools
Ecoles Spécialisées
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Specialized Schools

• 208 specialized schools

• Fields: Accounting, Architecture, Com./Journalism, Fine 
Arts, Fashion/Design, Paramedical… 

Independent schools 
offering diplomas 

recognized or not by 
the State

• Check institutions’ official websites for more information

Program duration 
and entrance 

requirements vary

• These private schools (écoles privées) must be “reconnue” 
or “sous contrat” to ensure the equivalent of US regional 
accreditation 

Accreditation
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Specialized School in Accounting & Mgmt.

DCG: BAC+3 DSCG: BAC+5
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Specialized School in Architecture 

Diploma in Architectural Studies: BAC+3 State Diploma of Architect: BAC+5
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Specialized School in Communications

Répertoire National des 
Certifications 
Professionnelles/RNCP => 
National Directory of 
Professional Certificate

Homologation => Procedure 
giving an indication of the level 
of the technical/professional 
programs (I through V) 

RNCP Title

50



RNCP Certification Level (= Niveau)

Diplôme/Grade RNCP Level European Qualifications 

Framework (EQF) 

BAC+8 Doctorat Niveau I Niveau 8

BAC+5 M2 Niveau I Niveau 7

BAC+3/4 Licence, M1 Niveau II Niveau 6

BAC+2 BTS, DUT Niveau III Niveau 5

BAC BAC Niveau IV Niveau 4

Pre-BAC Niveau V Niveau 3
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Recap: Types of Diplomas/Titles

• DUT, L/M/D, Diplômes d’État (State Diplomas)

• Validated by the State on behalf of the MOE 
• https://www.education.gouv.fr/annuaire or http://www.onisep.fr

National Diploma 

=> diplôme national

• Private schools recognized by the State applying for a 
visa allowing them to confer a degree

• Valid for 6 years and renewable
• https://www.cefdg.fr/fr/ecoles-et-formations-visees

Diploma with Visa 
=> diplôme visé

• Public or private institutions applying for title 
homologation

• Valid for 5 years and renewable
• https://www.francecompetences.fr/recherche_certificationprofessionnelle/

Title Registered by 
RNCP 

=> titre 
homologué/certifié
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• Certificate from a school without recognition or state contract

• Master Européen

• Mastère Professionnel

• Diplôme Européen d’Etudes Supérieures (DEES) 

• VAE: Validation of Assets (Validation des Acquis de l’Expérience), 
an official recognition of “lifelong training”

• PhD from higher business schools

• International accreditation/labels

• EFMD, EQUIS, EPAS, AACSB, AMBA 
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CONCLUSION
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Colonial Education
A brief overview
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Purposes of Colonial Education

1) Religious

2) Administrative needs to amplify 
profit/exploitation of resources

3) Expanding pool of customers

4) Culture/assimilation

5) Political
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Colonial Education

The reality is neither aim was possible

Two types of colonial systems of education
exemplified by British and French colonial rule

1) Assimilationist
--creating cultural peers

--centralized
--controlled

2) Adjustive
--cultural adaptation

--adapted to localities
--laissez-faire
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Colonial Education-Francophone Africa

Prior to 
1900

Largely 
hands-off 

involvement

Missionary 
run, training 

priests

Not a lot of 
government 
appetite for 
educating 
indigenous
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Colonial Education-Francophone Africa

1900-1945

• Modeled on the French system of education

• Created a small bourgeoisie class between colonized and 
colonizing classes

• Availability largely limited to those likely to stay loyal

• Native literate population more effective means of 
resource exploitation

• Large discrepancy between rural and urban investment

• French the main language of instruction throughout

• Crafted to leave little room for critical thinking

• No institutions higher education institutions to obtain a 
degree until 1945
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Colonial Education-Francophone Africa

Post 1945

• Focus on French language became medium of 
interaction between diverse linguistic groups

• Francophone systems of education rapidly 
expanded without accompanying economic 
expansion

• Francophone African countries mirror France in 
high rate of unemployment, high rate of grade 
repetition
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PART II:
Implementation of 

the LMD in 
Francophone Africa
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North Africa 

(Maghreb Region)

 Algeria

 Morocco

 Tunisia
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MAGHREB Timeline

Morocco was the first to reform 
in 2003, followed by Algeria in 
2004, and Tunisia in 2005

As of 2010, the Bologna 3-cycle 
degree reform at the Bachelor and 
Master levels has been widely 
implemented in most institutions and 
programs 

2020?
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ALGERIA

 Grades Introduction

 2003/2004: Licence

 2007: Master

 2009: Doctorat

 2011: Reform generalization

 LMD controversy today

 System imposed on teachers for political 

reasons

 Why reducing the length of studies 

because of global education?

 New graduates have a hard time getting 

their diplomas recognized in the 

workplace

 The union is calling for its abolition and 

the switch back to the 4-year Bachelor 

Pre-LMD LMD

Licence (BAC+4) Licence (BAC+3)

Magister (BAC+6/7) Master (BAC+5)

Doctorat (BAC+10/11) Doctorat (BAC+8)



MOROCCO

 2003: LMD Implementation

 2020: BMD Implementation

 Switch to 4-year Licence 

which will be called Bachelor

aligning itself with the 

Anglophone world 

educationally 

 This new reform will apply to 

students enrolling in 

2020/2021 



TUNISIA
 2005: LMD (Licence, Mastère, 

Doctorat) Implementation

 2008: Gradual implementation

 MOE’s institutional & 

programmatic search engine: 

 http://parcours-lmd.salima.tn/

67
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West Africa

 Benin

 Burkina Faso

 Guinea

 Ivory Coast /Côte d'Ivoire

 Mali

 Niger

 Senegal

 Togo
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BENIN 

2007/2008: some 
institutions started 
the LMD reform

2011/2012: 
LMD was 
officially 
introduced

2016: DESS, DEA, 
Maîtrise still exist
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BURKINA FASO

2007/2008: LMD
system adopted 

2009/2010: 
University of 
Ouagadougou was
the first 
implementer

May 2010: MOE 
allowed a 
transitory period 
of 4 years for HE 
institutions to 
adapt to the new 
system
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GUINEA

71

October 2007: 

Most public institutions adopted the LMD system



CÔTE D’IVOIRE
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2011/2012: LMD 
implementation



MALI

December 
2008:LMD 
Reform 
introduction 

2011: full 
reform
conversion
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NIGER

2010: 
Implementation

2016: some 
institutions are 
still not 
completely 
converted
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SENEGAL

75

75

2011/2012: LMD 
implementation



TOGO

76

2008: LMD 
implementation



East Africa

 Burundi

 Madagascar
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BURUNDI

78

2007

BMD 
(Baccalauréat
-Master-
Doctorat) 
Reform 
adopted

2011–
2012

Implement. 
in all public 
HEI



MADAGASCAR

2008: LMD 
implementation



Central Africa

 Cameroon

 Chad

 Democratic Republic of the Congo

 Republic of the Congo
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CAMEROON

81

2006/20078: LMD 
implementation



CHAD
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2007/2008: LMD 
implementation



DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC of the CONGO

(DRC) 

2011 

MOE decides to 
adopt the LMD

2012/2013

Catholic University of the 
Congo (UCC) first 
implementation

2014 
Official/gradual 
implementation

GLD
(Graduat/Licence/Doct.) LMD

(Licence/Maitrise/Doct.)

83



REPUBLIC of the CONGO

84

84

2009: LMD 
implementation



Conclusion
Approx. Gradual Implementation Notes

M
a
g
h
re

b Morocco (2003)

Algeria (2004)

Tunisia (2005)

▪ Morocco: switched to the 4-year Bachelor in 2020/2021 (BMD)

▪ Algeria: LMD reform is under scrutiny

▪ Tunisia: Licence, Mastère, Doctorat

W
e
st

 A
fr

ic
a
 

Benin (2007)

Burkina Faso (2008)

Guinea (2007)

Ivory Coast(2011/2012)

Mali (2008)

Niger (2010)

Senegal (2011/2012)

Togo (2008)

✓ Network for Excellence in Higher Education in West Africa (REESAO): 2005 LMD 

reform adopted

E
a
st

 A
fr

ic
a Burundi (2007)

Madagascar (2008)
✓ African and Malagasy Council for Higher Education (CAMES): 2007 LMD reform 

adopted

▪ Burundi: BMD (Baccalauréat-Master-Doctorat) 

C
e
n
tr

a
l 
A

fr
ic

a Cameroon (2006/2007)

Chad (2007/2008)

DRC (2011)

Republic of the Congo (2009)

✓ Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC): 2005 Libreville 

Declaration => Creating the CEMAC Space for Higher Education, Research and 

Professional Training through the LMD reform

▪ DRC: Licence/Maîtrise/Doctorat



Glossary  ;)

FR EN FR EN FR EN

Admis(e) Admitted Classes Préparatoires aux 

Grandes Ecoles-CPGE (Prépa)

Post-secondary 

Preparatory Classes for 

Higher Schools

Diplôme d’Etudes 

Universitaires Générales

(DEUG: BAC+2)

Diploma of General 

University Studies

Ajourné(e) Failed Commission des Titre 

d’Ingénieurs-CTI 

Commission for Titles of 

Engineers

Diplôme National National Diploma

Bachelier/Bachelière Baccalaureate Graduate Concours de Recrutement des 

Professeurs des Ecoles (CRPE)

Examination for Primary 

Teachers Recruitment

Diplôme Supérieur de 

Comptabilité et de Gestion

(DSCG: BAC+5)

Higher Diploma in 

Accounting and 

Management

Baccalauréat (BAC) Baccalaureate Concours Competitive Exam. Diplôme d’Ingénieur (BAC+5) Engineer Diploma

Brevet de Technicien Supérieur 

(BTS: BAC+2)

Higher Technician

Certificate

Conférence des Grandes Ecoles 

(CGE)

Higher Schools 

Association

Diplôme Universitaire de 

Technologie (DUT: BAC=2)

University Diploma of 

Technology

Certificat d’Aptitude au 

Professorat d’Education Physique 

et Sportive (CAPEPS)

Qualification to Teach 

Sports and Physical 

Education Certificate

Diplôme de Comptabilité et de 

Gestion (DCG: BAC+3)

Diploma in Accounting 

and Management

Doctorat/Docteur Doctorate/Doctor

Certificat d’Aptitude au 

Professorat de l’Enseignement 

du Secondaire (CAPES)

Certificate of 

Qualification to Teach

Secondary Education

Diplôme d’Etat State Diploma Ecole Nationale Superieure 

d’Architecture (ENSA)

National Higher School in 

Architecture

Certificat d’Aptitude au 

Professorat de l’Enseignement 

Technique (CAPET)

Certificate of 

Qualification to Teach

Technical Education

Diplôme d’Etudes Approfondies

(DEA: BAC+5)

Diploma of Advanced 

Studies

Ecole Specialisée Specialized school

Certificat d’Aptitude au 

Professorat de Lycée 

Professionnel (CAPLP)

Certificate of 

Qualification to Teach

Professional Education

Diplôme d’Etudes Supérieures 

Spécialisées (DESS: BAC+5)

Diploma of Higher 

Specialized Studies

Ecole Supérieure de 

Commerce (ESC)

Higher Business School
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Glossary  cont. 

FR EN FR EN FR EN

Ecole Supérieure de 

Comptabilité et de Gestion 

(ESCG)

Specialized School in 

Accounting & Mgmt.

Institut Universitaire de 

Technology (IUT)

University Institute of 

Technology 

Relevé de notes Grade Certificate

Ecoles Supérieures du 

Professorat et de l’Education 

(ESPE)

Higher School in 

Teaching and Education

Licence Licentiate Répertoire National des 

Certifications 

Professionnelles (RNCP)

National Directory of 

Professional Certificate

Homologué Homologated/ Indexed 

at a level

Lycée High School Supplément au  Diplôme Diploma Supplement (DS)

Grade Degree Maîtrise (BAC+4) Master Titre Title

Grande Ecole Higher School Master de l’Enseignement, de 

l’Education et de la Formation 

(MEEF)

Master in Teaching, 

Education and Training

Unité d’Enseignement (UE) Teaching Unit

Institut d’Etudes Politiques (IEP) Institute of Political 

Studies

Moyenne Générale Grade average 

Institut Supérieur de 

Communication et Publicité 

(ISCOM) 

Higher Institute of 

Communication and 

Advertisement 

Notes Grades (out of 20)

Institut National Supérieur du 

Professorat et de l’Education 

(INSPE)

National Higher Institute 

in Teaching and 

Education 

Office National d’Information sur 

les Enseignements et les 

Professions 

(ONISEP) 

National Office of 

Information on Studies

and Professions

Institut Universitaire de 

Formation de Maîtres

(IUFM)

University Institute for 

Teacher Training

Premiere année commune aux 

Etudes de Santé

(PACES)

First Common Year of 

Pre-med.  Studies
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