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Francophone Africa Research Project
TAICEP Research Committee

Project Objectives

• Conduct research into the education systems of 
Francophone Africa (including recent developments)

• Share the findings through a series of workshops / 
webinars

• Develop a publication to assist new and experienced 
credential evaluation professionals
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Francophone Africa Research Project
TAICEP Research Committee

• Benin*
• Burundi
• Cameroon*
• Democratic Republic 

of Congo
• Guinea Bissau

• Ivory Coast*
• Madagascar
• Morocco
• Senegal*

* TAICEP 2021 Session
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Countries Included (Part I)



Overview
Part I : Benin

Introduction
Overview of Education System
Secondary Education
Higher Education

Previous System
Implementation of LMD System
Professional Qualifications
Technical Education
Quality Assurance and Private HEIs

Resources

Part 2: Senegal

Introduction
Overview of Education System
Secondary Education
Higher Education

Previous System
Implementation of LMD System
Professional Qualifications
Technical Education
Quality Assurance and Private HEIs

Resources
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Benin
• Area: 112,622 sq km
• Population: 12.9 million (July 2020 est.)
• Independence from France: 1960
• Languages:

• French (official)
• Fon and Yoruba (most commonly spoken in the 

South)
• Other native languages (at least six in the North)

Source: CIA  World Factbook
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Education System
Elementary School: 2 years (ages 3 to 5)

Primary School: 6 years 

Secondary School: 7 years (6ème to terminale)
Lower Secondary: 4 years
Upper Secondary: 3 years 

Higher Education: 8 years prior to 2011
First cycle: 2 years

Second cycle: 1 + 1 years
Third cycle: 1 + 3 years

Higher Education: 8 years after 2011 (LMD system implementation)
First cycle: 3 years

Second cycle: 2 years
Third cycle: 3 years
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Secondary Education

Lower Secondary (4 years)
• Completion leads to the award of the Brevet d’études du premier cycle (BEPC)

Upper Secondary (3 years)
National examination organized by the Office du Baccalauréat
• General pathway: Baccalauréat de l’enseignement du second degré
• Technical pathway: Baccalauréat technique
• Agricultural pathway: Brevet d’études agricoles techniques (* 4-year program)
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Baccalauréat 1988



Baccalauréat 2019 

8



Baccalauréat 2010 
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Higher Education
University Education prior to 2011

First Cycle (2 years): Baccalauréat for admission
• Diplôme d’Études Universitaires Générales (DEUG) in humanities
• Diplôme Universitaire d’Études Juridiques Générales (DUEJG) in law
• Diplôme Universitaire d’Études Littéraires (DUEL) in languages
• Diplôme Universitaire d’Études Scientifiques (DUES) in sciences

Second Cycle (1 year each): 
• Licence or Licence professionnelle – 1 year after DEUG, DUEJG, DUEL, DUES
• Maîtrise – 1 year after Licence

Third Cycle:
• Diplôme d’Études Approfondies (DEA) – research-oriented, thesis, 1-2 years after the Maîtrise
• Diplôme d’Études Supérieures Spécialisées (DESS) – specialized study, no thesis, 1-2 years after the Maîtrise
• Doctorat du troisième cycle – 3 years after the DEA. Required to teach in higher education institutions
• Doctorat d’État – awarded after years of research. Required to obtain the title of professor.

10



DUES 2000
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Maîtrise 2001
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Higher Education
Implementation of the LMD system from 2011

• Introduced to harmonize systems and ease transferability
• Changeover was gradual on an institution-to-institution basis
• Officially introduced at the beginning of 2011/2012 academic year
• Qualifications:

- Licence – 3 years (six semesters)
- Master (recherche or professionnel) – 2 years

- M1 – first year of the Master
- M2 – second year of the Master

- Doctorat – 3 years
• Challenges with full implementation; DEA and DESS still being awarded 
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Master 2013 (LMD)
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Professional Qualifications
• Diplôme d’État de docteur en médecine (Bac. + 7)

- Seven-year program (six years + internship)
- Requires thesis

• Diplôme d’État de pharmacien (Bac. + 5)
- Five-year program
- Requires thesis

• Diplôme d’État de kinésithérapeute (Bac. + 3)
- Three-year program
- Requires thesis

• Diplôme d’ingénieur (Bac. +5)
- Five-year program
- Admission with advanced standing possible with previous two- or three-year qualification in relevant field
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Technical Education 
Tertiary Level

• Brevet de Technicien Supérieur (BTS)
- Two-year program
- Baccalauréat technique (possible with the Baccalauréat de l’enseignement du second degré)
- National BTS examination organized by the Direction des examens et concours 
- Diploma should be signed by the Minister responsible for Higher Education

• Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur (DTS)
- Three-year program
- Requires the Baccalauréat but admission with advanced standing possible following the BTS
- Diploma awarded by the institution where study was completed
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Brevet de Technicien Supérieur
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Brevet de Technicien Supérieur



Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur
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Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur
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Diplôme de Technicien Supérieur
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Quality Assurance
• Overseen by the Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche scientifique
• Process straightforward for public institutions
• No available information prior to 2000 for private institutions
• Process for authorization of private higher education introduced in 2001 
• Changes to the authorization process made in 2008 to introduce agrément and 

homologation
• Conseil Africain et Malgache pour l’Enseignement Supérieur (CAMES) also involved in 

the recognition of qualifications
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Authorization process - Private institutions 2000 to 2008

Autorisation
d’enseigner

Autorisation de 
diriger

Autorisation de 
création ou
ouverture

Arrêté ministér ie l
*not  formal  recogn i t ion   
*no  r ight  to  o f fer  
nat iona l  programs
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1. Authorization to teach (Autorisation d’enseigner)
- At least 30 years old
- Holder of at least a Doctorat du troisième cycle
- Granted through an arrêté ministeriel

2. Authorization to head an institution (Autorisation de diriger)
- At least 30 years old
- Holder of at least a Doctorat du troisième cycle
- At least 5 years of teaching experience
- Granted through an arrêté ministeriel

3. Authorization to open (Autorisation de création ou ouverture)
- Authorizations to teach for the entire teaching staff
- Authorization to head an institution for the future Director
- Certificate issued by the Direction de l’enseignement supérieur confirming that the applicant has taken note of the official programs, official duration, and the fields

of study to be offered
- Application must be submitted by the applicant for review a year preceding the intended opening date

4. Ministerial decree (Arrêté ministériel)
- Review completed by a National Advisory board
- The board carries out visits and recommends any necessary changes
- Arrêté ministériel issued by the Minister of Education after mandatory notice by the National Advisory Board
- No letter, promise or act can substitute the arrêté ministériel or produce its effects
- No information on the recognition of qualifications in the decree, private institutions could request recognition of their programs through CAMES
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Licence (CAMES-recognized)
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Authorization process – Private institutions from 2008 

Autorisation
de création

Ouverture

Agrément

Homologation
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1. Founding authorization (Autorisation de création)
- Allows the sponsor to begin set up necessary for the operation (infrastructure, teaching equipment, recruitment of human resources)
- Granted through a decree which states the institution name, location and the fields of study to be offered
- Valid for 3 nonrenewable years

2. Authorization to function (Autorisation d’ouverture)
- Allows the holder of a valid founding authorization to enroll students to begin academic activities
- Granted through a decree which lists the location, the leaders of different fields and levels of study, and the recognized (homologué) institution ensuring its

academic supervision
- Can be revoked in case an institution does not function effectively for two consecutive years
- Transitional stage valid for 2 years. Renewable once. 

3. Approval (Agrément)
- Must be requested before the expiration of the authorization to open
- Granted through a decree that specifies the type of institution (université, école or centre), the levels of education and the programs for which it is approved 
- Recognized diplomas co-signed by the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research. Important to request graduation diploma. 

4. Full recognition (Homologation) 
- Final stage which can only be requested by institutions already offering approved (agréés) programs
- Granted through a decree which authorizes the private higher education institution to award national qualifications in accordance with the laws in practice
- Acquired by level of education and field of study. Qualifications fully recognized and co-signed by the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
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Authorization process – Private institutions from 2008 



30

Homologation
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National Examination for Master 2019

National examinations for the Licence and Master (2017 onward)

- Institution must have approval (agrément) from the Ministry
- Institution is not (yet) formally recognized (homologation)
- Alone, the institution can only issue an attestation de réussite after validation of 

required credits and thesis defense
- Students receive an attestation provisoire de succès from the Direction des Examens 

et Concours upon passing the national examination
- The Licence and Master state diplomas are awarded by Ministry of Higher Education 

and Scientific Research
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Fully recognized diplomas include:

- Registration nº at ministry
- Minister’s signature
- Signature of the person in charge of 

academics at the institution
- Institution Director’s signature
- Signature of the holder
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Current list of recognized programs

https://enseignementsuperieur.gouv.bj/doc/LISTE_EPES_ACTUALISEE.pdf

https://enseignementsuperieur.gouv.bj/doc/LISTE_EPES_ACTUALISEE.pdf
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Caution!
Extract from list of PHEIs recognized qualifications co-signed 
by the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
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Caution!



Resources
• General Information

- Ministère des Enseignements secondaire, technique et de la Formation professionnelle https://enseignementsecondaire.gouv.bj/
- Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche scientifique http://mesrs-bj.org/ and
http://web.archive.org/web/20040101000000*/http://recherche.gouv.bj

• Relevant Decrees
- Outline of general conditions required to create, open and operate private higher education institutions https://sgg.gouv.bj/doc/decret-2001-116/
- Updated outline of conditions required to create, open and operate private higher education institutions https://sgg.gouv.bj/doc/decret-2008-818/
- Conditions for recognition of qualifications (with no national exam) awarded by private higher education institutions
https://sgg.gouv.bj/doc/decret-2010-297/

- Implementation of LMD system https://sgg.gouv.bj/doc/decret-2010-272/
- National Examinations for the award of Licence and Master based on study at private higher education institutions with no homologation
https://enseignementsuperieur.gouv.bj/dgesbenin/images/ressources/DECRET14.pdf

• Lists
- List of programs recognized by CAMES (2015 to 2019) http://www.lecames.org/diplome_cames/web/site/repertoire?page=1
- Lists of approved institutions and programs they are authorized to offer 2019

https://enseignementsuperieur.gouv.bj/doc/LISTE_EPES_ACTUALISEE.pdf
- Older lists (2015) https://tinyurl.com/v55758ad and (2018) http://tinyurl.com/vp85fdkx ** These are reliable lists that were downloaded from the 

Ministry website at the time.  No longer available but have found copies on other sites.  **
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Senegal

• Area: 196,722 sq km
• Population: 15.7 million (July 2020 est.)
• Independence from France: 1960
• Languages:

• French (official)
• Wolof, Pular, Jola and Mandinka (most popular 

native languages)

Source: CIA  World Factbook
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Education System
Elementary School: 2 years (ages 3 to 5)

Primary School: 6 years 

Secondary School: 7 years (6ème to terminale)
- Lower Secondary: 4 years
- Upper Secondary: 3 years 

Higher Education: 9 years prior to 2011
- First cycle: 2 years

- Second cycle: 1 + 1 years
- Third cycle: 1 + 2 + 2 years

Higher Education: 8 years after 2011 (LMD system implementation)
- First cycle: 3 years

- Second cycle: 2 years
- Third cycle: 3 years
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Secondary Education

Lower Secondary (4 year)
• Leads to the award of the Brevet de Fin d’Études Moyennes (BFEM)

Upper Secondary (3 years)
• National examination organized by the Office du Baccalauréat
• General pathway: Baccalauréat de l’enseignement du second degré
• Technical pathway: Baccalauréat technique
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Baccalauréat 2002
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Higher Education
University Education prior to 2011

First cycle (2 years): Baccalauréat for admission
• Diplôme d’Études Universitaires Générales (DEUG) in humanities
• Diplôme Universitaire d’Études Littéraires (DUEL) in languages
• Diplôme Universitaire d’Études Scientifiques (DUES) in sciences

Second cycle (1 year each):
• Licence or Licence professionnelle - awarded a year after the DEUG, DUEL, or DUES
• Maîtrise - awarded a year after the Licence

Third cycle:

• Diplôme d’Études Approfondies (DEA) – research oriented, thesis, 1-2 years after the Maîtrise
• Diplôme d’Études Supérieures Spécialisées (DESS) – specialized study, no thesis, 1-2 years after the Maîtrise
• Doctorat de troisième cycle – 2 years after the DEA. Required to teach in higher education institutions
• Doctorat d’État – awarded after at least 2 years of research. Required to obtain the title of professor.
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Diplôme Universitaire d’Études Littéraires 2005
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Maîtrise 2011
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Higher Education
Implementation of the LMD system from 2011

• Introduced to harmonize systems and ease transferability
• First introduced in 2007 but officially implemented at the beginning of 2011/2012 academic year
• Qualifications:

- Licence – three years (six semesters)
- Master (recherche or professionnel) – two years (four semesters)

- M1 – first year of the Master
- M2 – second year of the Master

- Doctorat – three years
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Higher Education
Old system L.M.D.

180 credits
6 semesters

120 credits
4 semesters

180 credits
6 semesters
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Licence 2016 (LMD) 
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Licence 2016 (LMD)
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Professional Qualifications
• Diplôme d’État de docteur en médecine (Bac. + 8)

- Eight-year program
- Requires thesis

• Diplôme de docteur en chirurgie dentaire (Bac. + 6)
- Six-year program
- Requires thesis

• Diplôme d’État de docteur en pharmacie (Bac. + 6)
- Six-year program
- Requires thesis

• Diplôme d’État de docteur vétérinaire (Bac. + 6)
- Six-year program
- First year leads to the Certificat préparatoire aux études vétérinaires
- Requires thesis

• Diplôme d’ingénieur (Bac. +5)
- Five-year program
- Admission with advanced standing possible with previous two- or three-year qualification in relevant field
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Diplôme d’État de docteur en médecine
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Diplôme d’État de docteur en médecine
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8-Year program
- 1er Cycle: 2 years
- 2ème Cycle: 4 years
- Internship and thesis



Diplôme d’État de docteur en pharmacie
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6-year program
- 1er Cycle: 2 years
- 2ème Cycle: 3 years
- Internship and thesis



Diplôme d’État de docteur vétérinaire
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6-year program
- First year : 

Certificat
préparatoire aux 
études vétérinaires

- Four additional 
years of study

- Thesis



Technical Education 
Tertiary Level

• Brevet de Technicien Supérieur (BTS)
- Two-year program
- Usually requires the Baccalauréat technique or the Brevet de technicien

• Diplôme Supérieur de Technologie (DST)
- Two-year program
- Requires the Baccalauréat for admission

• Diplôme Universitaire de Technologie (DUT)
- Two-year program
- Requires the Baccalauréat for admission

• Diplôme d’Ingénieur Technologue (DIT)
- Four-year program
- Usually requires the Baccalauréat for admission, but holders of the BTS can be admitted

with advanced standing
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Quality Assurance
• Overseen by the Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche scientifique
• Conseil Africain et Malgache pour l’Enseignement Supérieur (CAMES) also involved in the recognition of 

qualifications
• Process straightforward for public institutions; founded by the state and authorized to award Diplômes d’État
• Process for authorization of private higher institutions introduced in 1994

- Notification package submitted to the competent authority
- Once package reviewed, the institution could operate 
- Private institutions required to have their students seat examinations organized by the state for them to be awarded a Diplôme d’État
- Training for which no state exam was organized; private institutions could award diplômes d’école or certificats d’école (institution qualifications)
- Private institutions could apply for recognition of the diplômes d’école or certificats d’école from CAMES

• Changes to authorization process made in 2011
• Creation of Autorité Nationale Qualité de l’Enseignement Supérieur (ANAQ-Sup) in 2012
• New conditions for programs to be considered fully recognized introduced in 2015
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Appropriately 
recognized

CAMES recognition 
statement
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Missing CAMES 
recognition statement

Not appropriately 
recognized
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Authorization process – Private institutions from 2011 

Submission of 
Notification Package

Agrément provisoire
Lasts only a year

Autorisation
d’ouverture

Agrément
définit i f
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1. Submission of Notification Package
- Contents defined by a decree
- Submitted to the Minister in charge of Higher Education 
- Submitted no later than March 31 of the year preceding the foreseeable opening year

2. Provisional approval (Agrément provisoire) 
- Issued by the Directeur de l’enseignement supérieur
- Institution could function with the provisional approval for only 1 year 

3. Authorization to operate (Autorisation d’ouverture)
- Issued after 1 year of operation
- Institutions eligible to request recognition by the state to have their students participate in state organized examinations (when applicable) for the award of national

qualifications (Diplômes d’État). Applicable diplomas signed by the Minister in charge of higher education are recognized
- Institutions can choose to seek recognition from CAMES or not
- CAMES recognized diplomas signed by the minister in charge of higher education and are recognized
- Diplômes d’école (institution qualifications) signed by the Directeur de l’enseignement supérieur

3. Definitive operating agreement (Agrément définitif)
- Issued after 1 year of operation
- Includes the types of qualifications (level and filed of study) that an institution is to offer and under which departments they fall
- Diplomas listed in the agrément définitif signed by the Minister in charge of higher education and recognized
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Authorization process – Private institutions from 2011 
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Signed by the Minister 
of Higher Education

Appropriately 
recognized
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Signed by the 
Minister of Higher 
Education and 
Research

Appropriately 
recognized



Conditions for full recognition - 2015 and onward

61

1 Diplomas must be awarded by higher education institutions with an 
agrément définitif or habilitation from the Minister in charge of higher 
education
- Habilitation is valid for 10 years and is mandatory for all institutions awarding LMD diplomas as of 2017

2
Diplomas must be accredited by the 
Autorité Nationale d’Assurance Qualité de 
l’Enseignement Supérieur (ANAQ-Sup)

- Accreditation lasts 5 years

2
Diplomas must be recognized by the 
Conseil Africain et Malgache pour 
l’Enseignement Supérieur (CAMES)



ANAQ-Sup accreditation
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Not appropriately 
recognized

What to look for:

- Program completion date: 2018
- Applicable recognition rules: institution and program 

recognition as of 2015 
- Institut supérieur de commerce et de management: 

agrément
- Licence professionnelle (Marketing-Communication): not 

accredited by ANAQ-Sup or recognized by CAMES
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Not appropriately 
recognized

- Program completion date: 
2016

- IPG: agrément définitif 2008 
and Habilitation 2021

- Master professionnel
(Ingénierie financière): not 
accredited by ANAQ-Sup or 
recognized by CAMES



Resources
• General Information

- Ministère de l’Éducation nationale http://web.archive.org/web/*/http://education.gouv.sn/
- Office du baccalauréat https://officedubac.sn/
- Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur, de la Recherche et de l’Innovation https://mesr.gouv.sn/
- Autorité Nationale d’Assurance Qualité de l’Enseignement Supérieur ANAQ-Sup https://www.anaqsup.sn/

• Relevant Decrees
- Implementation of LMD system https://tinyurl.com/58bxtbmy
- The status of private higher education institutions http://www.isdl.sn/img/brochures/EPES.pdf
- Recognition, classification and equivalency of higher education qualifications http://www.jo.gouv.sn/spip.php?article10247

• Lists
- List of higher education institutions approved (agrées) by the Ministry of Higher Education 2004 
http://web.archive.org/web/20040710000615/http://www.education.gouv.sn/orientations/Fichiers/terminale/etablissements_agrees.pdf
- Lists of programs accredited by ANAQ-Sup (2014 to present)   https://www.anaqsup.sn/index.php/habilitation
- Lists of programs recognized by CAMES (2015 to 2019) http://www.lecames.org/diplome_cames/web/site/repertoire?page=1
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E-mail us at: 

Iphie Pysarenko 
m.pysarenko@icascanada.ca

Sarah Ledwidge 
s.ledwidge@icascanada.ca

Questions?

66

mailto:m.pysarenko@icascanada.ca
mailto:s.Ledwidge@icascanada.ca


Thank you!
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