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Country Overview
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Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia

This map of  former Yugoslavia is an illustration only and does not necessarily reflect the position of 
World Education Services (WES) on disputed topics such as international recognition of borders, 
sovereignty, jurisdiction, or nomenclature.

Source: https://www.britannica.com/place/Yugoslavia-former-federated-nation-1929-2003

Name: Socijalistička Federativna Republika Jugoslavija
(Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, 1946-1991)

Population: 24 million (1991 est.)

Republics: Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Slovenia, Macedonia

Compulsory Education: Completion of grade 8, ages 7-15

Major languages: 

• Serbo-Croatian

• Slovenian 

• Macedonian

• Two alphabets: Latin and Cyrillic

Academic Year: September– June

Administration: Ministry of Education

https://www.britannica.com/place/Yugoslavia-former-federated-nation-1929-2003
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Yugoslavia timeline
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Country Timeline

Federal People’s 
Republic of Yugoslavia

1945 June 25, 1991

December 19, 1991

February-March 1992

April 27, 1992 – 2003

2003 – 2006

Slovenia and Croatia
become independent states

*Macedonia (*currently North Macedonia) 
becomes

independent state

Bosnia and Herzegovina
becomes independent state

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

June 4, 2006
Serbia and Montenegro

become independent states

State Union of Serbia 
and Montenegro

*Macedonia changed its name to Republic of North Macedonia in February 2019

Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia

1963
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Iconography of a 
Pioneer Gathering
Source: “Ideologies and National Identities: The Case of Twentieth Century 
Southeastern Europe,” Chapter 6. “The Happy Child” As an Icon of Socialist 
Transformation: Yugoslavia’s Pioneer Organization
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Education System in Former Yugoslavia
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Education System 
in Socialist 
Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia *

*This diagram represents the 
education system after 1975, 
primarily focusing on education in 
Serbia Elementary education
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Сведочанство о завршеном разреду (средњег образовања)/ Diploma of Completion of 
Secondary School Studies

Матура (graduation exam)

Пријемни испит (Entrance exam)
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qualifying exam
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Диплома о виском 
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Types of Post-Secondary and Higher 
Education Institutions in former 

Yugoslavia

Univerziteti
(Universities)

Visoke škole
(Advanced schools or 

“High” schools)

Više škole
(Higher schools) 

Academies

Fakulteti
(Faculties)

(all institutions are public)

(Specialized university-
rank schools offering 4- or 
5-year programs of study)

To be recognized 
as a university,

an institution has 
to have at least

3 faculties

Programs in specialized 
fields, usually arts, at 

university level

Affiliated to 
universities

Post-
secondary institutions

Vocationally oriented

Provide less than full
university-level work
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Sample Documents
Post-secondary and Higher Education
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Sample 
Documents
Post – Secondary    
Education Diploma

1. viša škola (higher school)-(non-
university level) to be 
distinguished from visoka škola 
(university level)

2. Диплома о вишем 
образовању/Diploma o višem 
obrazovanju                                
(post-secondary level diploma)

3. Стручни назив/Stručni naziv
(major)

Degree Certificate - Translation

1

2

3
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Sample 
Documents
Post – Secondary Education 
Academic Transcript

1. Уверење/uverenje
(academic transcript)

1
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Sample 
Documents
Higher Education Diploma

1. Универзитет у Београду/Univerzitet 
u Beogradu (University of Belgrade)

2. Дипломa о високој 
школскојспреми/Diploma o visokoj 
školskoj spremi (Second-level 
diploma) 

3. Mашински Факултет/mašinski
fakultet (Faculty of mechanical 
engineering)

4. Дипломирани/Diplomirani
(Graduate)

1

2

3

4
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Sample 
Documents
Higher Education 
Academic Transcript

1. Уверење о положeним 
испитима (academic transcript)

2. Military training and civil defense 
course

1

2
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Sample 
Documents
Higher Education 
Academic Transcript

1. Дипломски рад (thesis)

1
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Sample 
Documents
Confirmation of Completed 
Higher Education

1. Confirmation of completed study

1
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Sample 
Documents
Higher Education 
Academic Transcript

1. Lecture and lab/seminar  hours

1
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Post-secondary Degree Titles

• Диплома о вишем образовању =  Diploma of post-secondary education

Pre-Bologna Post-secondary and Higher Education: 
Names of Credentials in Serbia

Undergraduate Degree Titles and Confirmations of Degrees

• Дипломирани.... = Graduate….

• Димплома о стеченом високом образовању = Diploma of completed higher education

• Уверење о стеченом високом образовању = Confirmation of completed higher education

Graduate Credentials

• Специјалиста= Specialist

• Магистар= Master

• Доктор наука= Doctorate
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Higher Education in Serbia
Post–2006
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This map of  Serbia is an illustration only and does not necessarily reflect the position of World Education Services 
(WES) on disputed topics such as international recognition of borders, sovereignty, jurisdiction, or nomenclature.

Source: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/serbia/map

Population: 7 million (2020 est.)

Compulsory Education: Completion of grade 8, ages 7-15

Language of Instruction:

• Serbian and languages of minorities

• Latin and Cyrillic alphabet

Academic Year: September– June (elementary and 
secondary)

• October- May (higher education)

Administration:

• Ministry of Education, Science and Technological 
Development

Republic of Serbia
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Bologna Process

2005
Higher Education Act

2007-2008
All new students

study under 
Bologna system

2003
Serbia signed 
the Bologna 
declaration
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Principles of Bologna

The Three-Cycle Degree Structure

• Bachelor 

• Master

• Doctorate

European Credit Transfer System (ECTS)

Common Grading Scale

Diploma Supplement

Quality Assurance
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Bachelor studies length

32% of Bachelor programs are 180 ECTS and 68%        

are 240 ECTS 

Master studies length

95% of Master programs are 60-75 ECTS and 5%          

are 120 ECTS

Integrated Programs length

• Doctor of medicine, 360 ECTS, 12 semesters

• Doctor of stomatology, 300 ECTS, 10 semesters

• Doctor of pharmacy, 300 ECTS, 10 semesters

• Doctor of veterinary medicine, 300 ECTS,                    

10 semesters

European Credit 
Transfer and 
Accumulation System 
(ECTS) in Serbia*

1 academic year = 60 credits

1 semester = 30 credits

1 credit = 30 hours 

* Data based on National Report regarding the 
Bologna Process implementation 2012-2015 
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Admission to Higher Education

Secondary Education Diploma 

(Диплома о стеченом средњем образовању)

Matura Exam Diploma

(Диплома о положеном матурском 
испиту)*

* Matura, final graduation exam, is expected to replace 

entrance exams starting in 2022

Entrance Exam

(Пријемни испит)

/
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Higher 
Education 
System in 
Serbia 
Post-2006 

Academic Stream Professional Stream

Candidates (high school graduates who passed 
entrance exams)

Candidates (high school graduates who passed 
entrance exams)

Bachelor основне академске 
студије

Bachelor Basic academic 
studies

180-240 ECTS

Интегрисане 
академске 

студије 
медицинских 

наука 
Integrated 
academic 
studies in 
medical 
sciences 

300-360 ECTS

Докторске студије- Доктор наука Doctor Studies-
PhD

Doctorate 180 (previously achieved at least 
300 ECTS)

Bachelor основне струковне студије
Basic professional studies

180 ECTS

Дипломир
ани мастер
Graduated 

Master
60-120 ECTS

Специјал.
Академск
е студије 
Specialist 
academic 

studies
60 ECTS

Специјал. професионалне студије 
Specialist professional studies

60 ECTS

1s
t 

C
yc

le
2n

d
 C

yc
le

3r
d
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yc

le
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Types of Higher Education Institutions*

Univerziteti

18 universities

(8 public and

10 private)

Fakulteti i 
Akademije

122 faculties and 
academies of 

arts within
universities

(85 public and
37 private)

Visoke škole 
akademskih 

studija

7 advanced 
schools (“high 

schools”) of 
academic studies

(2 public and
5 private)

Visoke škole 
strukovnih studija

64 advanced 
schools (“high 

schools”) of 
vocational

studies

(47 public and 
17 private)

* Data based on National Report regarding the Bologna Process implementation 2012-2015 
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• Commission for Accreditation and Quality Assurance (CAQA) was formed as the body of the 
National Council for Higher Education in 2006

• New National Entity for Accreditation and Quality Assurance (NEAQA) replaces CAQA in 2018

• Conducts institutional and programme accreditation

• Accreditations are valid for 7 years

Accreditation and Quality Assurance
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Accreditation 
Concerns

Megatrend University 

• Doctoral degrees awarded without 
appropriate academic work

• Involvement in diploma mills

University of Kragujevac, Faculty of 
Law

• Degrees awarded without appropriate 
academic work

• Involvement in diploma mills
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Higher Education in Serbia Post-2006
Sample Documents
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Higher Education
Sample Document
Bachelor (appl.) Diploma

1. Major

2. Professional Stream

1

2
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Higher 
Education
Sample 
Document
Bachelor (appl.) 
Academic Transcript

1. Length of Program

1
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Higher Education
Sample Document
Degree Certificate- Bachelor with 
Honours

1. ECTS

2. Degree Title

1

2
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Higher 
Education
Sample 
Document
Bachelor with Honours

1. Додатак дипломи
(Diploma Supplement)

1
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Higher 
Education
Sample 
Document
Degree Certificate Masters

1. University

2. Faculty

3. Degree Title

4. Credential+ Major

1

2

3

4
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Higher 
Education
Sample 
Document
Academic Transcript Masters

1. Уверење о положеним 
испитима.                        
(academic transcript)

2. GPA

1

2
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Higher Education Grading System

Grades U.S. Equivalent Classification Points

10

A
Exceptional 95–100

9
Excellent 85–94

8

B

Very Good 75–84

7 Good 65–74

6 C Satisfactory 55–64

5 F Fail 0–54
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Names of Higher Education Serbian Credentials Post-2006

Undergraduate Degree Titles

• Дипломирани....= Graduate….

• Димплома о стеченом високом 
образовању= Diploma of completed 
higher education

• Диплома о стеченом првом степену 
високог образовања=  Diploma of 
acquired first level of education

• Bachelor/Bachelor (appl.)

• Bachelor with honours

Graduate Credentials

• Специјалиста= Specialist

• Магистар= Master

• Master/Master (appl.)

• Доктор наука= Doctorate

• Doctorate 
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Credential Evaluation Challenges
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Credential Evaluation Challenges

Country name changes prior to 2006

• Name of country is not always indicated on academic transcripts

Evaluation of pre-Bologna unified programs

• 4- to 6-year long programs

• In Serbia, by a decision of the Serbian Parliament from 2015 (Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia, 
number  76/05), these programs are considered equivalent to a master’s degree

Institutional Accreditation concerns

• Universities involved in scandals with plagiarism, diploma mills, and fraudulent documents
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Questions 
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Resources



© World Education Services. All rights reserved. 43

1. OECD Reviews of Evaluation and Assessment in Education: Serbia https://www.oecd-
ilibrary.org/sites/72483fab-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/72483fab-en

2. The Education System of Serbia described and compared with the Dutch system: 
https://www.nuffic.nl/sites/default/files/2020-08/education-system-serbia.pdf

3. The Education System of Serbia: https://internationaleducation.gov.au/cep/Pages/default.aspx

4. Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development: http://www.mpn.gov.rs/

5. National Entity for Accreditation and Quality Assurance in Higher Education: 
https://www.nat.rs/en/default-page/

6. National Qualifications Framework in Serbia: http://noks.mpn.gov.rs/sr_lat/uporedna-tabela-nivoa-
kvalifikacija-i-vrsta-obrazovanja/

7. National Report Serbia 2015: http://ehea.info/page-serbia

Resources

https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/sites/72483fab-en/index.html?itemId=/content/component/72483fab-en
https://www.nuffic.nl/sites/default/files/2020-08/education-system-serbia.pdf
https://internationaleducation.gov.au/cep/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.mpn.gov.rs/
https://www.nat.rs/en/default-page/
http://noks.mpn.gov.rs/sr_lat/uporedna-tabela-nivoa-kvalifikacija-i-vrsta-obrazovanja/

