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OBJECTIVES

• Gain a general understanding of the Cameroonian Higher 
Education system and its most common credentials 

• Become more familiar with Cameroonian documents to set 
appropriate document requirements

• Provide resources links to guide research and support 
assessment
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ABOUT CES 
WHO ARE WE?

 Established by university of Toronto in 1967

 Canada’s only university-based academic credential assessment agency

 Our assessments are used:

 Immigration to Canada 

 Admission to colleges and other educational institutions

 Employment

 Membership, licensure, or certification by professional organizations and regulatory 
bodies
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COUNTRY OVERVIEW
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GENERAL FACTS TO REMEMBER ABOUT CAMEROON

Localization Central Africa 
(bordered to the north by Chad, to the east by the Central African Republic, to the 

south by Congo, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, to the west by Nigeria)

Official Name République du Cameroun/Republic of Cameroon

Population: 27.2 Million (as of 2021)

Administrative 
composition 

10 regions: 
Adamaoua, Central, Eastern, Far North, Littoral, Northern, Northwest 

(anglophone), Western, Southern and Southwest (anglophone)

Capital city: Yaoundé

Official languages: French (70%) and English (30%)

Education 
authorities

Primary - Ministère de l’Education de Base (MINEDUB)
Secondary - Ministère des Enseignements Secondaires (MINESEC)
Higher Education - Ministère de l’Enseignement Supérieur (MINESUP)
Professional and Technical Education - Ministère de l'emploi et de la formation 
professionnelle (MINEFOP) 5



THE EDUCATION SYSTEM
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EDUCATION IN CAMEROON

 Overseen by 4 Ministries: Ministère de l’Education de Base (MINEDUB) for Primary, Ministère des Enseignements 
Secondaires (MINESEC) for Secondary, Ministère de l’Enseignement Supérieur (MINESUP) for Higher Education and 
Ministère de l'emploi et de la formation professionnelle (MINEFOP) for professional and technical education

 Organized in 6 stages as per the education orientation law number 98/004 of April 14, 1998, article 17: 
Nursery education (l'enseignement maternel) (age 4 -6)
Primary education  (l'enseignement primaire) (age 6 -12)
Post Primary education (L’enseignement post -primaire)(age 12 -14)
Normal Education (l'enseignement normal) (12 -16)
Secondary education (l’enseignement secondaire) (age 16-19) and 
Higher Education (Enseignement supérieur) (19+) 

 Dual system of education modeled on the French and British Education systems as per the law quoted above.

 Studies can be completed in public or private (secular or religious) schools and high schools as well as universities 
and various Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). 7



GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE CAMEROONIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM
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SECONDARY EDUCATION
AND MOST COMMON 

CREDENTIALS
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GENERAL OVERVIEW OF SECONDARY EDUCATION AND CREDENTIALS

Most common credentials are awarded at Secondary level:

Francophone ladder:
• Brevet d’Études du Premier Cycle (BEPC) (general education) or 

Certificat d’Aptitude Professionnelle (CAP) (vocational education) after 
4 years of secondary studies

• Probatoire (4 +2)
• Baccalauréat général or technique (4+2+1)
Awarding body: MINESEC (Office du Baccalauréat du Cameroun for the 
baccalauréat)
Anglophone ladder:
• General Certificate of Education Ordinary Level (GCE) O level after 5 

years of secondary studies (or CAP after 4 years)
• GCE A level (5+2)
Awarding body: Cameroon General Certificate of Education Board
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Upper Secondary Education Diplomas -
General and Technical Education
[Francophone System]
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Upper Secondary Education 
Transcripts -
General & Technical Education
[Francophone System]
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Lower and Upper Secondary 
Education Certificates -
General Education
[Anglophone System]
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Lower and Upper Secondary 
Education  Transcripts -
General Education
[Anglophone System]



HIGHER EDUCATION
AND MOST COMMON 

CREDENTIALS
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HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

There are several types of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) in Cameroon: 

 3 University Institutes of Technology (Instituts Universitaires de Technologie (IUT):IUT de Douala, IUT de Bandjoun, IUT de 
Ngaoudéré

 8 State Universities: Universités de Yaoundé I,  Yaoundé II, Douala, Buea, Dschang, N’gaoundéré, Maroua et Bamenda
 240 Private Universities and HEIs(Institutions Privées d’Enseignement Supérieur - IPES)*
 46 Grandes écoles de Formation under State Universities, MINESUP and other Technical Ministries: e.g.  Ministère des Travaux 

Publics du Cameroun (MINTP), Ministère des Postes et Télécommunication du Cameroun (MINTC)…

Similar to primary and secondary education, Higher Education also follows the dual education system with institutions either following
the Francophone or Anglophone system based on the French and British higher education ladder.  

 The francophone State universities are Universités de Yaoundé I,  Yaoundé II,  Douala,  Dschang,  N’gaoundéré et Maroua 
 The anglophone State universities are Universities of Buea and Bamenda

16



HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS' ACCREDITATION

Accreditation in Cameroon is both institutional (public HEIs) and program based (private HEIs - IPES) and provided by the Ministère 
de l’Enseignement Supérieur (MINESUP) or the Technical Ministry it depends from.

 Public HEIs being created by Ministerial or Presidential decree receive automatic and complete accreditation of all of their programs and are 
directly placed under MINESUP as per order N° 93/026 DU 19 JANVIER 1993 portant création d'universités. 

 Private HEIs accreditation is however a little more complex.  As per the order N° 01/0096/MINESUP of du 7 DECEMBRE, 2001, IPES must gain 
authorization to operate from: 

1. The Commission Nationale de l'Enseignement Supérieur Privé (CNESP - advisory body whose mission is to assist the Ministry responsible 
for higher education in the establishment, development, monitoring, control and the evaluation of private higher education and related 
institutions – as per the order N°073/CAB/PM DU 06 DECEMBRE 2001) and

2. MINESUP. 

However, despite being authorized to operate by CNESP and MINESUP,  IPES are not allowed to award their own degrees.  Their 
accreditation only allows them to run MINESUP approved programs under the academic supervision a State University which 
will, in return, award the final degree under their own name.  This process is called “Tutelle académique” (Academic supervision) and was set 
up as a way to guarantee both conformity and quality of the studies completed at IPES.  

/!\Since the accreditation is program based, IPES can be under the academic supervision of several State universities at the same time. 
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FRANCOPHONE SYSTEM 

Modelled on the French Higher Education system Pre - and Post Bologna from 2007 onwards.

(As directed by the reform of higher education towards the system LMD (based on the order Nº 02/06- UEAC-019-CM-14 of 10/03/2006 
organizing higher education studies in the space CEMAC in the framework of the LMD system in Central Africa. )

 Pre- Bologna: 

6 exit awards: 

 DEUG (Diplôme d’Etudes Universitaires Générales) (Bac+2)

 Licence, (Bac+3)

 Maîtrise (Bac+4)

 DEA (Diplôme d'études approfondies) (Bac+5)

 Doctorat du 3e cycle (Bac +6)

 Doctorat D’Etat (bac+8)

Modular system and average grading system

Vocational/Technical awards: Diplôme Universitaire de Technologie (DUT) 

Brevet de Technicien Supérieur(BTS) (Bac+2)

 Post Bologna: 

3 exit awards: 

 Licence (Bac+3) (180 credits)

 Master (Bac +5) (300 credits)

 Doctorat (Bac+8) 

And introduction of ECTS credits 

*Vocational Technical awards remain: DUT and BTS 
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ANGLOPHONE SYSTEM 

Modelled on the British Education system Pre - and Post Bologna from 2007 
onwards.

(As directed by the reform of higher education towards the system LMD (based on the order Nº 
02/06- UEAC-019-CM-14 of 10/03/2006 organizing higher education studies in the space CEMAC 
in the framework of the LMD system in Central Africa.)

• Pre- Bologna: 

4 exit awards: 
Bachelor’s degree (GCE+3)
Postgraduate diploma (GCE +4)
Master’s degree (GCE +5)
Doctorate (PhD) (GCE +8)
Course credits system
Vocational/Technical awards: Higher National Diploma (HND) (GCE +2)
• Post Bologna: 

3 exit awards: 
Bachelor’s degree (GCE +3)
Master’s degree (GCE +5)
Doctorate (PhD) (GCE +8)
Introduction of ECTS credits 
Vocational Technical awards remain: HND
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MOST FREQUENT HIGHER EDUCATION DEGREES AND DIPLOMAS:  ACADEMIC

For a detailed overview of the all the credentials awarded by State universities, please refer to 
https://www.minesup.gov.cm/site/2020/DAUQ/CARTOGRAPHIE%20ANGLAIS.pdf

Academic ladder Diploma Entry requirements Level 

GCE - Bac + 2

Brevet de Technicien Supérieur - BTS

Baccalauréat or GCE A level

UNDERGRADUATE

Diplôme Universitaire de Technologie - DUT

Higher National Diploma - HND

GCE - Bac + 3/4

Diplôme de Licence 

Baccalauréat or GCE A level

Bachelor’s degree 

GCE - Bac + 5
Diplôme de Master 

Licence or Bachelor’s degree

POSTGRADUATE

Master’s degree 

GCE - Bac + 7 Diplôme d’Etat de Docteur Baccalauréat or GCE A level (concours)

GCE - Bac + 8

Diplôme de Doctorat

Master’s degree 

Doctor of philosophy (PhD)
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MOST FREQUENT HIGHER EDUCATION DEGREES AND DIPLOMAS:  
PROFESSIONAL DEGREES

Academic ladder Diploma Entry requirements Level 

GCE - Bac

Certificat d’aptitude professionnelle des instituteurs de 
l’enseignement maternelle et primaire (CAPIEMP)
Certificat d’aptitude à la profession d’instituteur de 
l’enseignement technique (CAPIET) 

BEPC - GCE O level SECONDARY

GCE - Bac + 2
Diplôme de technicien de télécommunications, 
Agent d’exploitation des postes et télécommunications 

Probatoire – GCE O level (4 subjects)

UNDERGRADUATE

Higher Professional Diploma Exam (HPD)
Diplôme Superieur D’Etudes Professionenelles (DESP) 

Baccalauréat or GCE A level

GCE - Bac + 3

Diplôme d’État d’infirmier(ère)
Techniciens médicaux sanitaires

Baccalauréat or GCE A level

Diplôme de professeur de l’enseignement secondaire Ier 
grade (DIPES 1) 
Diplôme de professeur d’enseignement technique Ier grade  
(DIPET 1) 

Diplôme d’Ingénieur des Travaux

GCE - Bac + 5

Diplôme d’Ingénieur de Conception Concours

POSTGRADUATE
Diplôme de professeur de l’enseignement secondaire 2e 
grade  (DIPES II) 
Diplôme Professionnel de l’Enseignement Technique 2e 
grade (DIPET II) 
Diplôme de Conseiller d’Orientation (DIPCO)

Licence or Bachelor’s degree
DIPET I /DIPES I
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GENERAL GRADING SCALE

Cameroonian 
Grade Range (Fra)

Cameroonian 
Grade range (Ang)

Cameroonian
Mention

Letter Grade 
Scale 

Numerical Scale of 
Marks 

Refined Grade Point  Value

15 - 20
A Très bien (Very good)

First class
A+ 90 -100 4.0

A 85 - 89 4.0

14 -14.99 Bien (Good) A- 80 - 84 3.7

12 -12.99

Assez Bien (Quite good) B+ 77 - 79 3.3

B Second Class, upper division B 73 - 76 3.0

10.1-11.99 B- 70 -72 2.7

C+ 67 - 69 2.3

10
C Passable (satisfactory)

Second class, Lower Division
C 63 - 66 2.0

9 - 9.99 C- 60 - 62 1.7

1 - 8.9
D+ 57 - 59 1.3

D 53 - 56 1.0

D- 50 - 52 0.7

0 Ajourné (failed)
Fail

F 0 - 49 0.0
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SAMPLE DOCUMENTS: 
ACADEMIC DEGREE CERTIFICATES 

All these documents are acceptable
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SAMPLE DOCUMENTS: 
PROFESSIONAL/VOCATIONAL DEGREE CERTIFICATES 

All these documents are acceptable
24



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS:  
ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPTS 

25



SAMPLE DOCUMENTS: 
PROFESSIONAL/VOCATIONAL TRANSCRIPTS 
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CES DOCUMENTS REQUIREMENTS

Required Document Required Format
1. Final award (Diplôme, Brevet) in French or English (for English institutions)

Note: A confirmation of results (attestation de réussite) issued by the awarding institution 
can also be acceptable on a case by case basis

Scanned colour copy of both sides of the award

2. Academic records (Relevés/bulletins de notes) in French or English (for English institutions) Scanned colour copy of both sides of the document

3. Official academic records 

1. For University Studies (DEUG, Licence, Maîtrise, Master, Doctorat…): 
Academic transcripts (Relevés/bulletins de notes) 

Note: If you completed a research based doctoral degree, an official confirmation of degree 
conferral, including the major and date of award is required

2. For Technical/Vocational Education (BTS, ND, HND, HPD)
Final Examination results/Success Testimonial (relevé de notes à l’examen/attestation de 
réussite)  issued by the Ministère de L’Enseignement Supérieur

Note: semestrial/trimestral school records are not accepted

Official academic records from the institution attended or the Ministry 

or 

Verified/Attested copy of the academic records (stamped and signed, and dated by an appropriate 
official of the educational institution you attended or the Ministry)

*Notarized copies are not acceptable.

(Copies attestées conforme et envoyées par les autorités compétentes de l'université - les copies 
attestées par le notaire ne seront pas acceptées)
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GLOSSARY OF  TERMS USED ON FRENCH DOCUMENTS

Degree certificate* - Diplôme (de) 
Certificat (de)
Brevet (de)

*Attestation de réussite/diplôme (Attestation of Success/Achievement/diploma) is acceptable in lieu of Diplôme/Certificat/Brevet

Transcripts - Relevé de notes
Relevé de notes et résultats (results)
Bulletin de notes
Notes obtenues

•Field of Study- Filière
•Major -Spécialité Concours 
•Results - (Acquis (Acquired)
•Competiti Admis (Admitted)
•e examinaValidé (Passed)

Ajourné (Failed)on)
•Work placement – Stage

Concours – competitive examination completed to access some higher education fields of studies such as Engineering or medicine for example

28



Q & A 
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USEFUL RESOURCES 

The Ministries:
Ministère de l’Education de Base (MINEDUB) http://www.minedub.cm/
Ministère des Enseignements Secondaires (MINESEC) https://www.minesec.gov.cm/web/index.php/fr/#

Office du Baccalaureat du Cameroun https://www.obc.cm/
Cameroon GCE Board https://camgceb.org/

Ministère de l’Enseignement Supérieur (MINESUP) https://www.minesup.gov.cm/site/
Ministère de l'emploi et de la formation professionnelle (MINEFOP) https://www.minefop.gov.cm/fr/

Accreditation:
Approved Private HEIs list:
https://www.minesup.gov.cm/site/index.php/instituts-prives-denseignement-superieur/
http://www.minesup.gov.cm/DDES/Liste%20IPES%20par%20ordre%20alphab%C3%A9tique.pdf

State Universities and Credentials directory
French - http://www.minesup.gov.cm/site/2020/DAUQ/FRANCAIS%20francais.pdf
English - https://www.minesup.gov.cm/site/2020/DAUQ/CARTOGRAPHIE%20ANGLAIS.pdf

Health diplomas directory
http://www.cm-minsante-drh.com/other/ecoles/index.php?page=fiche_metier&titre=all
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SOURCES

General Overview
https://prc.cm/fr/le-cameroun/presentation

https://www.unfpa.org/data/world-population-dashboard
Education system and overview
https://www.minesup.gov.cm/site/
http://www.minedub.cm/
https://www.minesec.gov.cm/web/index.php/fr/
https://www.minefop.gov.cm/fr/
http://www.minesup.gov.cm/DEPS/Annuaire%202017%20final.pdf
https://unevoc.unesco.org/wtdb/worldtvetdatabase_cmr_en.pdf
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/IMG/pdf/2018_06_cameroun_curie_es_cle0b7d9f.pdf
https://codesria.org/IMG/pdf/2-folfack_enseignement_sup_au_camer.pdf
http://www.minesup.gov.cm/ipescam/fr/textes/3_arrete_N01-0096_du_07_dec_2001.pdf
https://www.spm.gov.cm/site/?q=en/node/573
http://www.minesup.gov.cm/site/2021/DDES/Manuel%20de%20procedure%20des%20agr%C3%A9ments%20_MINESUP.pdf
http://www.cm-minsante-drh.com/other/ecoles/index.php?page=fiche_metier&titre=all
https://ischool.utoronto.ca/current-students/academic-resources/academic-regulations/
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CONTACT US 

Valérie ISMAR-JABOT
Credentials Assessor
v.ismar@utoronto.ca

Tiffany CAMPBELL 
Credentials Assessor

tiffanyj.campbell@utoronto.ca
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