QUESTION

We have recently received a Bachillerato credential from Costa Rica from Universidad Latina De Costa Rica. | am seeing that this is
equivalent to a High School Diploma but have been thrown off by the issuance from a Universidad? Any guidance on the correct
equivalency for this credential?

Harry Watts

Fortis Evaluations
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ANSWER 1

Harry,

Costa Rica is one of several Latin-American countries which use the words bachiller (= person) and bachillerato (= educational
level) at the post-secondary level. Your sample indicates that the recipient has been conferred e/ grado académico de bachillerato
en administracion de negocios con énfasis en comercio internacional / the academic degree of bachelor's in business
administration with emphasis on international trade. Generally, a grado académico de bachillerato universitario requires four years
of undergraduate study; the bearer may seek employment or pursue further education toward a t/tulo de licenciado / title of
licentiate.

Current website: https:/www.ulatina.ac.cr/oferta-academica/ciencias-empresariales-y-hospitalidad/administracion-de-negocios

Barbara B. Glave
SDR Educational Consultants, Inc.

ANSWER 2

Yes, following on from Barbara, this does appear to be a SINAES-accredited degree program:
https:/www.sinaes.ac.cr/universidades/universidad-latina-de-costa-rica/?categoria=
https://ulatina.ac.cr/oferta-academica/ciencias-empresariales-y-hospitalidad

Kefyn Watkins, MA, Hon. MA
University of Northern British Columbia
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ANSWER 3

Harry,

Although you emailed me directly, | am replying to Gaggle because, in my opinion, your concerns are so important that they should be shared with
other TAICEP members. As a result, | am going to simplify for those who may be new to Latin-American education.

Costa Rica is one of several Latin-American countries whose educational systems allow for instruction to be offered in cuatrimestres (4-month
terms); cuatrimestres allow for year-round study, offering students the opportunity to complete their program in less time. | routinely see
cuatrimestres (also called tetramestres) on transcripts from Mexico; | sometimes see them on transcripts from other countries, e.g., Venezuela,
Dominican Republic, and Costa Rica.

For me, the number of calendar years doesn’t matter; that is; | wouldn't equate your applicant’'s education to 3.5 years; | would equate it to nine 4-
month terms of study as indicated on the transcript:

2012-3;

2013-1, -2, -3;

2014-1, -2, -3;

2015-1, -2

In essence, your applicant studied 36 months which is the same as four academic years (4 x 9 = 36).

The prevailing degree plan (dated 2012-05-28 and attached) indicates that administracion de negocios (business administration) required 7
cuatrimestres of general business subjects plus 2 cuatrimestres for the option in comercio internacional (international trade). If | were evaluating
your applicant’s education, | would equate his grado académico de bachillerato en administracion de negocios con énfasis en comercio
internacional (academic degree of bachelor’s in business administration with emphasis on international trade) to a bachelor's degree in business
administration and international trade from a regionally-accredited institution of higher education in the United States.

Recently, one of my AICE (and TAICEP) colleagues and | had a lively email discussion of cuatrimestres in the Dominican Republic, so this topic is
very timely.

| would be happy to address any further concerns.

Barbara
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